
Fi el d Notes: Free Associ at i on 

Document  CH- 101 
May 16, 1943 Wi l l i e Ohar a (pseun.) 
Shi but ani  

Wi l l i e cal l ed up about  12 and seemed qui t e l onel y . We i nvi t ed hi m over , 

and he sai d t hat  he woul d f i nd hi s way out  somehow. He ar r i ved about  two hour s 

"I  guess I  got  i nt er est ed i n phot ogr aphy l ar gel y because of  a coupl e of  

acc i dent al  t hi ngs t hat  happened i n my l i f e . My i nt er est  devel oped when I  was 

at  t he San Di ego wor l d's f ai r -  1 l ooki ng at  an exhi bi t i on t her e and one 

of  t hem r eal l y st unned me. I  got  t o t al k i ng wi t h t he man i n char ge t her e and 

he gave me a pamphl et . I  sent  f or  t he l i t t l e bookl et  t hat  was adver t i sed. I  

di dn't  t hi nk t oo much more about  i t  and went  t o U.C. L .A . but  di dn't  enj oy i t  

so much. I  st ar t ed goi ng t o ni ght  school  t o st udy phot ogr aphy. I  was i nt er est ed 

t hen but  wasn't  t oo sur e t hat  I  mnt ed phot ogr aphy f or  a car eer . Then one t i me 

I  went  t o an ar t  exhi bi t  at  t he Ar t  Cent er  i n L . A . and t hat  r eal l y convi nced 

me t hat  I  want ed t o spend my l i f e doi ng t hat  ki nd A? wor k. I  r egi st er ed at  

t he phot ogr aphy school  and r eal l y went  t o wor k ." 

l at er . 



Fi el d Not esi  Fr ee Associ at i on 

J une 21, 1943 Dr « Y a t a b eW. A . C . L . 
Shi but ani  

"You know, Char l es, I  t hi nk some of  t hese Ni sei  guys ar e pr et t y di sr espect -

f u l . I t  used t o gr i pe me i n t he Cent er s when t hey st ar t ed cal l i ng me by my f i r s t  

name. They t hi nk t hat  i f  t hey work i n t he same pl ace as you do t hey'r e j ust  as 

good as you ar e. I  t hi nk t hat  i f  a man went  t hr ough t he t r ai ni ng and has speci al  

sk i l l s he ought  t o be r ecogni zed f or  i t  and be cal l ed "doct or ". I  al ways cal l  

my col l eagues doct or  because I  know t hat 's what  t hey ought  t o be cal l ed. I  per -

sonal l y don't  car e t oo much i f  t hey don't  say doct or  t o me, but  I  t hi nk t hat  

some of  t he ot her  f el l oes t ook i t  t o haar t . I  r eal l y t hi nk t hat  t hese l i t t l e 

cour t esi es ought  t o be pai d. 

"I  don't  t hi nk t hi s Di es Commi t tee i nvest i gat i on i s so bad. I t ' s not  

doi ng anyt hi ng except  showi ng what  a st r ong i nf l uence t he J . A . C . L . act ual l y 

has. I t  shows t hat  we wer e wor ki ng whi l e t he ot her s wer e s l eepi ng. As f ar  

as publ i c i t y goes, onl y t he Hear st  paper s ar e pl ayi ng i t  up. I t  r eal l y eho &̂s 

t hat  we ar e so st r ong t hat  t hey have t o r ecogni se our  r ol e, t hat 's al l . 

«'¿here wer e a bunch of  nut s and r eds i n t he camps t hat  opposed us . They 

accueed us of  gr af t , but  t hat  wasn't  t he case at  a l l . Our  men had t o remai n 

behi nd wi t h t he peni l e t o t he ver y end. Vtoen I  l et t  f or  t he I r esno cent er  on 

t he advanced crew I  t ol d t he ot her  f el l ows t o st ay unt i l  t he end t o t ake car e 

of  al l  t he probl ems of  t he peopl e who wer e t her e. That 's what  t hey di d. '¿hen 

t hey came t o t he cent er s at  t he end t her e wer e no good j obs t aken because t he 

ot her s who came ear l y had t aken t hem. I  di dn't  t hi nk t hat  i t  was f ai r  t o t he 

peopl e who made sacr i f i ces f or  t he ot her s so I  made ever y ef f or t  t o get  t he 

good j obs f or  t hem. I  t hi nk i t  was t he onl y decent  t hi ng t o do and I  can't  

see why t he guys howl ed 60 much. They st ayed behi nd t o ser ve t he peopl e. 

"As f ar  as t he Di es Commi t tee s t uf f  goes, I  f eel  sor r y f or  Di l l on Myer . 

I t ' s hur t i ng hi m and pi t t i ng hi m i n an embar r assi ng posi t i on, but  i t  di dn't  
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phase?* us / at  a l l . 

MYes, J . A . C . L . work i s a t hankl ess j ob* Look. I  coul d set  up an of f i ce 

her e and do a pr osper oue pi ece of  aor k. I  met  a f el l ow j ust  t he ot her  day who 
t 

want ed me t o go i r . wi t h hi m at  hi s of f i ce* Ke needs a dent i st  bad, but  I  

t ur ned hi m down* I  coul d do a l ot  of  t hi ngs t hat  pay bet t er  t han t hi s j ob. 

J . A . C . L . can't  af f or d t o pay i t s of f i cer s hi gh sal ar i es , but  we f i gur e t hat  

we ought  t o hang on and work f or  t he peopl e. I ' v e been a l eader  f or  so l ong 

t hat  peopl e expect  me t o do somet hi ng f or  t hesu When t he evacuat i on came, al l  

t he peopl e i n î Veano j ust  ca îe t o me. That 's why I  f eel  obl i gat ed t o hel p t hem. 

" I  guess 1*11 have t o l ay l ow f or  t he t i me bei ng wi t h al l  t hi s publ i ci t y 

goi ng t o way i t  i s , but  we' l l  get  t o work pr et t y soon. Don't  wor r y about  t hi s 

Di es st uf f  t hough. We have conf i dent i al  l et t er s from t he %ar  Depar t ment  and 

when t hey get  t o t hose t hey ar e goi ng t o get  t hei r  f i nger s bur ned. 



F i el d Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on 

J une 21, 1943 
Shi but ani  Ni sei  Sol di er  f r om Gamp Savage 

"Di d you hear  of  what  happened up at  Texas when Pr esi dent  Roosevel t  went  

t hr ough? The commander  cal l ed t oget her  al l  t he Ni sei  sol di er s t her e and 

l ocked t hem i n t he war ehouse and had ar med guar ds t o wat ch t hem. That  was 

about  t he di r t i es t  t hi ng t hat 's happened i n t he Ar my. Al l  t he Ni sei  sol di er s 

know about  i t . I  hear  t hey 'r e maki ng an i nvest i gat i on of  thtct  r i ght  now. 

"Al l  t he Ni sei  who ar en' t  at  Shel by or  Savage ar e i n t he Ser vi ce Command. 

I t  woul dn't  be so bad i f  t her e J ust  cl eaned t he cans or  wor ked ar ound t he camp 

but  some of  t hem ar e assi gned t o har d manual  l abor . I t ' s t he ki nd of  j ob t hat  

t hey hi r e bums t o do f or  ¿1 an hour . The Ni sei  sol di er s r eal l y get  ki cked ar ound 

i n some camps. I t  a l l  depends on t he commandi ng o f f i der . 

"They have a l i mi t ed number  of  pr omot i ons f or  t he Ni sei  so l di er s . They 

have one set  of  quot as f or  t he r est  of  t he .Army and anot her  quot a f or  t he Ni s ei . 

That 's why t her e's so much compet i t i on about  t he Ni s ei . 

"Mi nneapol i s and St . Paul  bot h hav6 U . S . O. ' s , but  t he Mi nneapol i s one i s 

j us t  l i ke a 'L i l  t okyo because Savage i s t he onl y camp ar ound t her e. Ther e ar e 

some hakuj i n sol di er s st at i oned at  Savage t o gi ve ser vi ces but  t hey go t o t he 

St . Paul  U. S . O. 

"I  t hi nk t hat  most  of  t he sol di er s at  Savage have l ong ago r esi gned t o 

t hei r  f at es . They know about  t he di scr i mi nat i on i n t he Army and el sewher e. 

But  what  can you do about  i t ? Ther e's not hi ng you can do ei t her  i ns i de or  

out si de t he Ar my. I n spi t e of  t he di scr i mi nat i on, t hough, I  don't  t hi nk any 

Ni sei  sol di er  i s goi ng t o deser t  hi s r anks or  do anyt hi ng of  t he ki nd because 

we know t hat  what  we do wi l l  be r ef l ect ed on al l  t he ot her  Ni s ei . We'r e f i ght i ng 

f or  t he Ni s ei , i f  not  f or  t he hakuj i n. I  t hi nk we have much i n common wi t h t he 

kur omboe (Negor es ). You get  pushed ar ound but  you have t o t oe t he mark f or  you 

own gr oup. I f  you do anyt hi ng good, no one may t hi nk about  i t , but  i f  somet hi ng 

bad happens, i t  wi l l  hur t  r i ght  away. 
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"I  hear d t hat  Savage was bei ng i nvest i gat ed by t he Di es Commi t t ee. The. 

ot her  day t he commandant  cal l ed us al l  t oget her  and t ol d us t hat  i f  any suspi ci ous 

guys came ar ound aski ng quest i ons we wer e t o keep our  mouths shut , 

MI  t hi nk we al l  r eal i se what  ki nd of  a j ob we have to do. We r eal i ze t hat  

i t  woul d behel l  f or  us i f  we wer e ever  caught . J aps f i ght  and di e l i ke f i ends . 

Some capt ur ed l et t er s wer e sent  up t o Savage and I  t hi nk t hat  t hey i ndi cat e a 

good deal  of  homesi ckness» They'r e not  savages, but  t hey sur e f i ght  l i ke t hem. 

"Hi e whol e t hi ng was cr aey. I  don't  t hi nk t her e i s any democracy i n i t . 

I 'm goi ng over seas i n a few weeks. The F . B . I , i nvest i gat es ever y guy i n t he 

camp. A coupl e of  months ago a f el l ow was r ol l ed out  of  t he camp because hi s 

br ot her  i n Post on was i nvol ved i n a r i o t . Chr i s t , t hat  wasn't  hi s f aul t . " 
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J une 22, 1943 
Shi but ani  Mr , Sh i r r el l �W.R.A, 

"My mai n wor r y r i $i t  now ar e t he Ni sei  who qui t  j obs wi t hout  gi v i ng t hem 

a t r y . I  woul dn't  mi nd so much i f  t hey had decent  r easons f or  qui t t i ng or  i f  

t hey went  t o t hei r  empl oyer s t o t el l  t hem t hat  t hey ar e qui t t i ng and why, but  

t hey j ust  don't  show up f or  work and come back t o me aski ng f or  anot her  j ob. 

Some of  t hese k i ds seem t o t hi nk t hey hol d a st i ck over  my head. They come i n 

her e say t el l  me t hat  t hey wi l l go back t o camp i f  I  don't  do cer t ai n t hi ngs f or  

t hem. I  t el l  t hem, 'Go ahead, see i f  I  c ar e. ' They t hi nk t hey can scar e me 

by t hr eat eni ng t o go back . I  t hi nk some of  t hese peopl e aught  t o be put  r i ght  

on t he t r ai ns and shi pped back bef or e t hey do any more damage. 

" I  know about  t he covenant s t hat  exi s t  i n t he var i ous ar eas of  t hi s t own. 

The O.P .A . wi l l  r ecogni ze them i f  t hey have been i n ef f ec t  a l ong t i me ana have 

been accept ed, but  any ot her  monkey- busi ness can be t aken up t o them and I  t hi nk 

t hat  t her e ar e heavy penal t i es f or  t hoBe who don't  t oe t he mar k. 

"I 'm t hi nki ng of  sendi ng a c i r cul ar  l et t er  t o al l  t he Ni sei  whose addr esses 

we know t el l i ng t hem what  t o do and what  not  t o do and gi vi ng some addi t i onal  

i nf or mat i on about  t he ki nd of  f ac i l i t i es t hat  ar e avai l abl e her e. Ther e ar e a 

f ew bad ones who sour  al l  t he empl oyer s. They cal l  me up and say, ' I  hear  t hey 

don't  s t i c k . ' I  don't  want  t hese Ni eei  t o bedome dependent  upon t he W.R»A. be-

cause I  t hi nk t hat  i n t he l ong r un t hey wi l l  be bet t er  of f  i f  t hey l ear n t o make 

t hei r  own dec i s i ons . As t hi ngs ar e now, t hey wi l l  depend on us f or  anyt hi ng 

and wi l l  be unabl e t o make t hei r  own dec i s i ons . 

"Some of  t hese young k i ds ar e so damn i r r espons i bl e t hat  I  don't  know 

what  t o do wi t h t hem. One Ni sei  gi r l  f r om Tul e Lake was scar ed t o work f or  

some Negr o l awyer s . They wer e f i ne men. One of  t hem was pr esi dent  of  t he 

Nat i onal  Col or ed Bar  Assoc i at i on and one of  t he most  br i l l i ant  at t or neys i n 

t he count r y. She went  out  t her e once and j us t  f r oze. She di dn ' t  know why 
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she was af r ai d of  t he Negr oes, but  she r ef used t o go back. Nat ur al l y, t her e 

wer e some hur t  f eel i ngs and I  had a pr et t y t ough t i me cl ear i ng t hi ngs up af t er  

she went  t hr ough. When I  sent  t he j ob of f er  t o t he camp I  di dn't  i ndi cat e t hat  

t he f i r m was a Negr o one. Why shoul d I ? I f  t he Ni sei  don't  want  di scr i mi nat i on, 

t hey've got  t o l ear n not  t o di scr i mi nat e t hemsel ves, I  t hi nk some of  t he Ni sei  

ar e as poi coned i n t hei r  mi nds as t he ot her  Amer i cans, 

"The Di es Commi t tee hear i ngs made Mr . Myer s sor e, but  I  doubt  i f  i t  wi l l  

have any ef f ect  on our  pol i cy. I  doubt  i f  i t  wi l l  have any sot i ous ef f ect  i n 

Washi ngt on. Mr . Myer  i s an ol d hand i n Washi ngt on and knows hi s way ar ound. 

"The Ni sei  want  us to do ever yt hi ng. They gi ve up a per f ect l y good j ob 

and t hen come i n t o m aski ng f or  anot her  one. I f  I  gi ve t hem hel l , we get  a 

bad r eput at i on, I  r eal l y don't  know what  t o do ," 



F i el d Uot es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
J ul y 30, 1943 
Shi but ani  Pekl  and Dr . Set o 

Deki  and Dr . Set o dr opped i n t o pay t hei r  r espect s, I  gave 

thorn some scot ch and soda and got  hi m a l i t t l e happy. He t ol d us 

of  scRie of  hi s exper i ences at  the hospi t al  i n J ol i et  vi i ere ho i s 

wor ki ng as a r esi dent  physi c i an. "Some pat i ent s obj ect  to J ap 

doct or s. I  guess t hey have a l ot  of  r easons f or  t hat . I  j ust  apol o-

gi se, but  some of  t he ot her  f el l ows donAt . I  know one doct or  t hat  

j ust  t el l s them t o go t o hel l . " 

;!The Ni sei  ar e a bunch of  poop- out s. The Hawai i ans ar e di f -

f er ent , t hough. They'r e a t ough bunch and f i ght  back i f  anybody 

asks f or  any t r oubl e. I  know t hat  i f  anybody i nsul t s them t hey 

won't  t ake any l i p from t hem. T&e Ni sei  j ust  back down and pr obabl y 

woul dn't  f i ght  even i f  somebody ki cked them i n the as s ." 

Deki  and Dr . Set o seemed to bo get t i ng al ong qui t e wel l . l ie 

comes t o Chi cago when he get s weekends o f f , and st ays wi t h her  over -

ni ght . He t akes ever yt hi ng i n s t r i de. 

2nd Fl oor  I nci dent  

About  10:30, when I  came home I  f ound a not e f or  me sayi ng t hat  

t her e had been a l ong di st ance cal l  f or  me. I  cal l od t he l ong- di st ance 

oper at or  and she t ol d me t hat  i t  was f or  someone el se. I  asked the 

l ady and she t ol d me t o go upst ai r s t o f i nd t he gi r l  who was want ed 

si nce she was t oo weak t o cl i mb the s t ai r s . I  knocked on a door  

on the 2nd f l oor  and a woman opened i t . "¿hen she saw me she cr i nged 

and demanded, " /hat  do you want ?" I  oment ar i l y I  was st unned by her  

f ac i al  expr essi on whi ch seemed to show i nt ense f ear  and was unabl e 

t o say an; t hi ng. L r s . Li vi ngst on f i nal l y cal l ed up and st r ai ght ened 

ever yt hi ng up. 



Fxà&èd Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
August  14, 1943 
Shi but ani  Bi l l  Hi mel  

Bi l l  Hi mel  came t o t he of f i ce t oday end t al ked wi t h Fr ed 

Hoshi yama and t he r est  of  us f or  an hour  or  so. " e t hen went  

home i n hi s car  and met  Saki ko. he l ooked a bi t  out  of  pl ace i n 

hi s Array uni f or m. e had some scbfoch and soda end wdi t ed f or  

t he Mi yamotos t o deci ded whet her  or  not  t hey want ed t o go swimming 

i n t he l ake. F i nal l y we went  over  t her e end f ound out  t hat  t hey 

di dn't  want  t o go. We dr ove al l  t he way down t o Sout h Chi cago 

but  found t hat  t he pl ace t hat  Bi l l  had er r naged t o swim was now 

a dump. We went  back t o 57t h end swam. I t  was i ce col d and el l  

of  us got  out  i n a f ew mi nut es. Af t er  changi ng end cl eani ng up, 

we l ooked over  Bi l l ' s phot o al bum. I t  h-  d pi ct ur es of  b i l l  i n a 

Navy uhi f omi  wi t h t wo ber s and a s t ar . Ther e wer e pl ent y of  

pi ct ur es of  Ni sei  gi r l s . We t hen went  t o a Chi nese r est aur ant . 

At  t he won l ion t he wai t er  was ver y r ude and mafie i t  cl ear  t hat  

he di d not  want  us ar ound, f t hen we wal ked out  he t ol d us he 

was pl eased t hat  we wer e l eavi ng and t hat  he di dn't  car e i f  Bi l l  

had on a uni f or m. As we passed a gr oup of  Chi nese s i t t i ng out -

si de t hey seemed t o make di spar agi ng remarfefe end spat  i n our  

di r ect i on. we wal ked over  t o t he Gr eet  Chi na and afle t her e. 

We had a bi g meal  end f or  t he f i r s t  t i me Bi l l  l et  r  e pay f or  a 

r  eal ; he had never  done t hat  bef or e. 

Af t er  goi ng home I  found out  a number  of  t hi ngs i n a bul l  

sessi on wi t h Bi l l  unt i l  5 a.m. K i j i  Kono was i n Des Pl ai ns end 

was now cal l ed Gene. He came out  on a f ake j ob of f er  f r om Bi l l ' s 

br ot her  and t hen l ooked around unt i l  he got  a bet t er  ;j ob. Bi l l  

sai d t hat  E i j i  was const ant l y sur pr i sed t hat  t he ket o t r eat ed hi m 

so wel l . Bi l l  and Saki ko cal l ed each ot her  "dar l i ng" and "dear " 

and sai d t hat  t hey had r ecei ved meny weddi ng pr esent s but  i nsi st ed 
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t hat  t hey wer e not  Har r i ed. She wor ks f or  B i l l ' s br ot her  and has 

been l i vi ng wi t h t hen si nce Sept ember , 1942. She kept  t al k i ng 

about  how B i l l ' s mother  wal ks i nt o hi s room at  6:50 i n t he morni ng 

t o wake him up, hi s sl eepi ng habi t s , and he r ef er r ed t o her  as hi s 

wkanai n (wi f e) , but  t hey s t i l l  i nsi st ed t hat  t hey wer e not  mar r i ed. 

Saki ko's s i s t er  i s mar r i ed t o a Caucasi an i n F l or i da. 

When t he news of  t he execut i on of  Tokyo pi l ot s was made pub-

l i c al l  t he bo ĝr  at  Savage wer e conf i ned t o t he camp. Recent l y a 

Ni sei  sol di er  was char ged wi t h assaul t i ng a women and t he ent i r e 

Croup was conf i ned t o t he ouar t er s. Bi l l  sai d t hat  t he Army was 

t r yi ng t o keep i t  oui et  but  ni sr .ed t her e boat  when al l  movi es i n 

Mi nneapol i s f l̂ ashed on t hei r  scr eens t hat  al l  Savage men wer e t o 

r eut nr  t o t hei r  nost s i mmedi at el y. I n conf i ni ng t he men, Bi l l  

t hought  t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on was t r yi ng t o r et  t he men sor e at  t he 

cul pr i t  and t o t ake i t  out  on hi m. But  t he men wer e sor e and t he 

mor al e was l ow more because of  t hi s act i on. The Ni sei , Ki bei  and 

Hawai i ans st opped f eudi ng. The eeet i ng i n t he mess sl owed down. 

mor al e was l ow. 

Al l  ni sei  become l r /51 s when t hey gr aduat e. Al l  ket o get  com-

mi ssi ons. Bi l l  i s at  For t  Snel l i ng and s t i l l  T / 5. He sai d t hat  

Tsukanot o was not  as f er oci ous as he had t hought  and t hat  he was 

doi ng a got>d j ob maki ng out  wi l l s . Bi l l  t hought  he was t r yi ng 

har d f or  a pr omot i on t o maj or . 

Bi l l  and Saki ko want  t o go t he East  af t er  t he war . He r ef used 

t o say how he got  i nt o t he Arr r̂  f rom t he Navy. Tie sai d t hat  t he 

Ni sei  di dn't  have an i nf er i or i t y compl ex and t hat  ket o wer e t o bl ame 

f or  ever yt hi ng, r.'iaybe Ni sei  bei ng i n t he Army woul d hel p and maybe 

not . I shi kawa was not  t ypi cal  of  savage men. 
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August  20, 1943 
Shi but ani  

Tom Tanabe 

"I 'm l i v i ng over  at  t he Di v i s i on St . Y now and em wor ki ng at  

a pr i nt i ng pr ess unt i l  I  get  i nduct ed i nt o t he Ar my. I  came out  

her e af t er  vol unt eer i ng, but  haven't  been cal l ed as yet . I  dont tt  

know when t he cal l  i s comi ng, but  I  may as wel l  make some money 

whi l e I  can. 

"Yat abe was beat en up i n J erome by some l i awai i ans. Those 

l i awai i ans don't  t ake any l i p f r om anybody, and Yat abe j ust  put s i t  

on t oo much. I  donl t  t hi nk anybody f el t  sor r y f or  hi m when he got  

i t . l  ost  peopl e f el t  t hat  he got  what  was comi ng t o hi m. 

"We spent  most  of  our  t i me i n J erome pl ayi ng car ds. I t  wasn't  

so hot  t her e. I t  was must  mi l d and not hi ng happened ot her  t han t hat  

oi ie beat i ng. I  l i ked Fr esno Cent er  t he best  of  a l l . I t  was r eal l y 

swel l  t her e. 

"Evacuat i on wasn't  as bad as a l ot  of  peopl e t hi nf c. I  know t hat  

t he I s sei  f ar mer s i n Sacr ament o l ost  a l o t , but  t he Ni sei  di dn't  

have a damn t hi ng t o l ose. I f  anyt hi ng, t hey ar e bet t er  of f  now 

t han t hey ever  wer e bef or e. They ar e get t i ng t he ki nd of  j obs now 

t hat  t hey di dn't  ever  dream of  get t i ng bef or e. The t r oubl e wi t h 

t hese I l i sei  ar ound her e i s t hat  t hey want  t oo much money. That 's 

al l  t hey t al k about . They'r e not  ser i ous about  maki ng a l i v i ng. 

Al l  t hey t hi nk about  i s maki ng mor e money and t hey don't  wor r y 

about  t he f ut ur e. I  t hi nk t hey ar e cr azy, but  i t ' s none of  my 

bus i ness ." 



Fi el d Lot os; Fr ee Associ at i on 
Oct ober  20, 1043 
dhi but ani  Tal l y YUsa 

That  j ob I n I l at t eson di dn't  come t l i rou- h. Bat  I 've got  a new 

sot  up f  1;rared up I n Uapor svl l l e. She way we'r e j oi ng t o work i t , 

i i sml o1 s - oin;-  t o or k out  t her e al l  t ho t i me, and I 'm goi ng t o go 

back over  t he weekends t o do somo of  t he heavy wor k* I 'm coin;-  t o 

come t o Chi cago f r om Hol iday to Fr i day and f i ni sh up t ho f our  cour ses 

f or  ¿ .F . St at e. X havo t o cot  t hr ee A's t o qual i f y f or  t he Chi cago 

i hool o J i cal  semi nar y. X guess what  I  do i n t he next  f i ve or  s i x 

weeks wi l l  pr et t y wel l  det er mi ne t he cour se of  my l i f e , I  want  t o 

l eave Ltamle so she' l l  ;ot  usod t o I t . I f  1 get  dr af t ed she can st ay 

t her e and wor k» X wan t o do Chr i st i an soci al  wor k so I 'm i nt er est ed 

I N oci al  d 1 Gor  gani i  at  1 on� W, I . suggest ed t hat  I  r ead Bl amer  and 

Lie ad« I 'm r oadi n ; uLl l ot t  and I l er r i l l  f or  t he cour se. 

I  no S3 I ' l l  t al k t i l i ngs over  wi t h her . The deci s i on i n up t o 

mo. J he t ol d no t o mako up my own mi nd and deci de what  i s best . I  appl i ed 

f or  admi ssi on at  Concord House. I  t hi nk I ' d l i ke t o st ay t  or e f r om 

l ionday t hr ough I - Viday. I ' l l  bo around t he uni ver s i t y. I  guess I  

coul d got  a schol ar shi p t o some smal l  school , but  I  don't  want  t o go 

to t heso oasy, smal l  J er kwat or  school s. I iamie can ear n >60 and I  

;aess I  coul d ni ck my mother  f or  anot her  050. I 'm t hi nki ng of  SOI I I R 

our  houso and t hat  woul d br i ng i n some mor o. I ' l l  get  a B. ). at  

J hi cago I f  I  can. 



F i el d Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on Uewl ywods at  
Sept ember  23, 1943 t he Host el  

V-  Shi but ani  

Ki yo: We'r e st ayi ng over  at  t he host el  r i ght  now, but  I  don't  
l i ke i t  ver y muck. They have a f ew rooms f or  f ami l i es , btit  
t hey ar e occupi ed and si nce we ar e young we have t o sl eep 
apar t . The pl ace i s cl ean and t he peopl e ar e f ai r l y ni ce, 
but  we have to sl eep i n dor mi nt or i es. I  hear  t hat  you have 
t o keep ever yt hi ng l ocked around t her e, 

Ol i ver : No, you don't  have much pr i vacy around t her e. You 
get  used to t hat  sor t  of  t hi ng i n camp, but  out  her e i t  f eel s 
a l i t t l e di f f er ent . >;very cor ner  and ever y nook i s occupi ed 
and i f  you want  t o s i t  down t oget her  you have t o s i t  i n t he 
mi ddl e of  t he r oom, 

Ki yo: We want ed t o come over  ear l i er  t hi s eveni ng but  we had 
t o st ay f or  a meet i ng. We asked i f  we coul d come si nce i t  was 
ver y i mpor t ant , but  t hey sai d not hi ng was more Impor tant  t hen 
t he meet i ng. They t ol d us al l  about  what  t o do end what  not  
t o do Chi cago, !.Tost  of  t he peopl e t her e wer en't  r >ar t i cul ar l y 
i nt er est ed, but  t hey had t o at t end, Most  of  t he t hi ngs t hey 
t el l  us i s common sense. One man asked i f  we r eal l y want ed t o 
be i nt egr at ed, I  di dn't  know what  he meant , 

Ol i ver : Maybe t hose meet i ngs ar e a r ood t hi ng, but  t he peopl e 
don't  seem t o be i nt er est ed. I 'm not  concer ned about  t hat . 
I 'v e been i n t he east  bef or e and I  know my way ar ound her e. 
Tomor row I 'm goi ng out  t o see about  a j ob. I  went  to t he Y/RA 
and t hey gave me t hi s l ead. I  don't  know i f  I  can get  back 
i nt o my ol d i ne of  wor k or  not . I ' d sur e l i ke t o , but  I  don't  
know. Ti mes have changed. I  don't  car e. I f  I  have somet hi ng 
decent  t o do, i t ' s O.K . Our  nerfc pr obl em i s t o f i nd an apar t -
ment  house. God, t hey'r e di r t y . We haven't  t r i ed many yet , 

but  t he onl y ones t hat  ar e open ar e f i l t hy . 

Ki yo: Yes , ar en't  t hey, t hough? I 'm j ust  worn out . We've 
been doi ng not hi ng el se si nce we car e her e. Wo at e some decent  
fifiod and t hen l ooked f or  apart? i cnt s. I  s t i l l  haven't  had a 
chance t o t ake a bat h. The one at  t he host el  i s al ways occupi ed, 
I  br ought  onl y one pai r  of  shoes al ong. I ' l l  j ust  have t o get  
a new pai r . Thdse ar e ki nd of  t i ght  and I  j ust  can't  wal k 
ar ound i n them any mor e. We' l l  have t o do a l ot  more wal ki ng 
bef or e we f i nd a ni ce pl ace. 

Ol i ver : Yeah, we' l l  have t o do somet hi ng about  t hat . The t hi gg 
t hat  I mpr essed me about  Chi cago i s t he di r t i ness of  t he el  t r ai ns . 

Vi s i t or : Yes , ar en't  t hey f i l t hy? Those Negr oes ar e t he di r t i est  
and r udest  peopl e. 

Ki yo: I  j ust  don't  l i ke Negr oes, They sme&l . 

Vi s i t or : Yes , t hey'r e so di r t y I  Whenever  I  r i de wi t h my mother -
i n- l aw, I  have a pr obl em because she has t o st and whi l e t he young 
negr oes s i t . They j ust  don't  have any manner s. V'hen mother  get s 
home she get s out  her  cl ot hes brufeh and br ashes of f  ever yt hi ng. 
She says, 'k i t anai  shi t o ni  at at a' ( I  t ouched di r t y peopl e). 



F i el d Hot oni  F r ee Associ at i on 
Document  CH- 108 
Shi but ani t  9/ 24/ 43 

171.11 l o. r r r oda 

I  wont  t o r ot  a j ob as an account ant f  but  I  don't  !mow 
what  l uck I 'm goi nf j  t o have« so f ar , t he l  RA hasn't  been 
abl e t o f i nd anyt hi ng» The nan says t hat  ho t hi nks i t ' s a 
har d case end t hen ho t el l e no about  sor e f e l l o e who wont  
out  and cot  t hei r  own j obs, I  don't  know whet her  he's t r y i ng 
or  not , but  he gi ve you a pi e sent  s t or y . I  deci ded t hat  i t  
wasn t  i i uch use t o r el y on t he WKA* So I  went  t o a pr i vat e 
enpl oy ont  a êncj : and t he r  an t her e t ol d r e 1 hat  he woul d 
t r y» I n t he meant l ao I  cot  a J ob f rom t he WHA t o do some 
c l or i cal  vor k i n a pr i nt i ng conpany« I t ' s not  par  i cul ar l y 
har d v;ork and I  con st ay al i f ce unt i l  somet hi ngot t er  cor es 
al ong* Ther e was one j ob open t he ot her  day t  and i f  i t  a r e n ' t  
f or  t he evy at  t he empl oyment  r f- ency, I  r i nht  have r ot t en I t « 
I t  was ar  aocount ant 'e J ob, but  t he f el l ow t o l d r e t hat  i f  I  
wai t ed f or  a f ew days he was sur e t hat  he coul d r et  r e pl aced 
at  Ool dbl at t s . 1 know t hat  ho t r i ed awf ul l y har t !, but  i t  j ust  
di dn't  wor k . So I  m s t i l l  out  of  wor k as f ar  as a decei t  

r ob i s concer ned. I  t hi nk I ' l l  j ust  keep onworkfci r  wher e I  
am unt i l  t hi s f  el  l or ; i n t he pr i vat e nmloyrn-  ht  agency f i nds a 
r ood pl ace f or  me. He's been swel l  so f ar  and I  t hi nk he ' l l  
keep or kt at  because I 'm payi ng hi m f or  what ever  he f i nds» 
I t ' s wor t h hi s whi l e t o f i nd MO a r ood j ob, and al l  hi s ef f or t s 
wi l l  be wast ed unl ess he does succeed. He Imows Chi cago bet t er  
t han I  do r nd he ou ĥt  t o be abl e t o do a bet t er  j ob i n hi s 
own f i el d t hat  I  coul d« 

I  cot  ny B«B. f r a i  Cal  by cor r espondence . I  had t o ui t  
school  find f>o hoB© a l i t t l e ear l y end I  had onl y e. f ew uni t s 
t o r o . X wr ot e t han and t hey t ol d r e t o t ake a f ew cour ses by 
cor r espondence. I  f i ni shed up by el i mi nat i on and r ot  my deer oe 

i n dor aae. 

I 'm l i v i ng on Dr exel  wi t h some f r i ends . I  not  t he f el l ows 
\ hon I  was down i n J or or e. ?hey had t hi s pl ace no X r oved I n 
wi t h t hen. Ther e i s a f el l ow wi t h a r oom and f our  of  us ar e 
I n anot her  oon. We al l  vor k t or e«/ or  t o keep pp V e pl ace and 
we al l  eat  t oget her * V e r et  aV.nr  O.K . 



F i el d Mot ess Fr ee Associ at i on 
Oct ober  3, 194- 5 
Shi but ani  

Naoko: I  di dn't  cel l  you ear l i er  because T di dn't  want  t o di s-
t ur b you peopl e. Chr i st , X di dn't  went  t o come i n end r out  
ever ybody out  when t hey'r e busy wor ki ng* But  dammit  ever y J ap 
I  see gi ves me heck f or  not  cal l i ng them up or  somethi ng as 
soon as I  got  her e. I 'm onl y starr ing unt i l  tomorrow ni ght  end 
t hen 1 have t o ski doo f or  New Yor k. I  st ayed wi t h my s i st er  

t he f i r st  ni ght . I  came out  wi t h my ot her  s i s t er  who want s t o 
go t o Ci nc i nat i . Then we deci ded t hat  was too much a bur den 
on Bl anche so we moved i nt o t he Har r i son Hot el . I  Guess we' l l  
be par ked t her e t oni ght  t oo. Gosh, t hi s i s a di r by t own. You 

can't  even see beyond your  nose because you brer  t he out  bl ack 
ai r . I  can't  see how eopl e l i ve i n t hi s t own i t hout  al l  

com i ns down wi t h consumpt i on. Ho wonder  t her e i s sucfe a hi gh 
r at e of  cr i me and &el i nnuency her e! The ki ds haven't  got  a 
chance. God, I  t hi nk t hi s pl ace i s f oul . I  coul dn't  st and i t . 

Dor ot hy: Wel l , you get  used t o i t . I  sur e hat ed i t  at  t he 
begi nni ng .hen I  come out , but  i t ' s not  so bad now. 

r 'aoko: el l , rae f or  New Yor k. I  don't  know what  t he hel l  I 'm 
goi ng down t her e f or , but  I  j ust  want  t o go. Ther e's e chance 
t hat  I  mi ght  be abl e t o go t o school  t her e t oo. That 's about  
t he onl y at t r act i on. Chi cago i s cl osed so t her e's not  much 
sense i n my s i t t i ng around her e. I  don't  know. I  may be f i l -
t er i ng back t hi s way t hough i f  t hi ngs get  t ough down t her e. 

Dor ot hy: Do you have many f r i ends i n f t ew Yor k? 

Naoko: I  onl y know a coupl e of  peopl e t her e. By t he way, di d 
you know t hat  r  cGee mi ght  not  be abl e t o shi p out  agai n? I  
hear  t hat  when he was goi ng t o Or an he kept  a di ar y. Soembody 
sow him and scueal ed. McGee t hought  somet hi ng was f unny so he 
t ossed i t  out  of  t he wi ndow. Nat ur al l y when t hey checked UD t hey 
di dn't  f i nd anyt hi ng so now t hey 'r e as suspi ci ous as ever , ne 
mi ght  not  be abl e t o get  :m a shi p unt i l  af t er  t he war . l i e's 
i n l ie Yor k. I 'm goi ng t her e t o work t hough. I ' v e got  t o get  
some money to go t o school . 1 don't  gi ve a damn who's t her e. 
By t he way, what  ar e you doi ng f or  a l i v i ng? 

Dor ot hy: Oh, I 'm wor ki ng at  McCl ur gs. Anybody can get  a j ob 
at  i i cGl ur gs or  Cuneo. You don't  even have t o know how t he r ead. 
Even J aps can get  j obs t her e. 

Naoko: God, t her e ar e a l ot  of  «Taps i n t hi s t own. Thej f6re al l  
over  t he pl ace. The pl ace wr eaks wi t h bed- bugs and J aps. I  

haven't  seen much of  t he pl ace, but  I ' v e seen Pl ent y of  buddha-
heads. I  went  t o t he Ar t  I nst i t ut e t he ot her  af t er noon. I  was 

e f ool . I  shoul d have come over  t o see you k i ds . I  saw your  
dad i n camp he was O.K . I  saw J i m t oo. Ho get s me dov?n. 
He's al - avs aski ng ci uest i ons about  ot her  peopl e and I  can j ust  
see t hat  gl ear i  i n hi s eye as &e get s t he answer s�no  ̂ mat t er  
what  you say he makes hi s k i l l . I n a way, I  mi ss Tul e Lake. 
We sur e had a l ot  of  f un l oaf i ng t her e. I  guess i t 's not  t he 
same anymore wi t h al l  our  f r i ends gone, but  i t  was swel l  whi l e 
i t  l ast ed. 



F i el d not esi  Fro© Associ at i on 
Oct ober  4- 5, 1943 
Shi but ani  

Rei ko br nbe 

Rei ko came i n on t ho Exposi t i on F l yer  whi ch was al most  I S hour s 

l at e. o ei t ed at  t he depot  f r om 0:30 t o 11:35, when she f i nal l y 

ar r i ved, 1 e t ook her  hone on t he el evat ed f r om t he Uni on Depot  and 

she was amazed at  t ho di st ance f r om t he l oop t o our  pl ace. e st ayed 

up unt i l  3 a.m. t o t al k* She was on her  way t o Ann Ar bor  t o t each 

J apanese at  t he Army l anguage school  t her e» 

" I  don't  know what  wi l l  happen t o t he Xl i sei . Somet i mes I  won-

der  what  wi l l  happen t o i l l  of  us . They do t hi ngs t hat  ar c so st u-

p i d. When I  was wor ki ng i n Layt on wi t h Hel en and f i ery some C . I . Q. 

men came i n and t r i ed t o or gani ze us . To t r i ed t o net  t he ot her s 

t o see t he - noi nt , but  t hey r ef used t o j oi n and cel l ed u& cor nuni st s 

and ever yt hi ng el s e. Our  pay was l ower  t han t he pr evai l i ng vrar.es 

i n t ho ar ea and we r eal l y want ed no r e moony f or  our  wor k. F i nal l y 

t hey r ot  t oget her  and deci ded t o go on a s t r i ke. They made s 

st upi d mess of  i t  a l l . They wont  on a st r i ke dur i ng t he s l ack 

season; so t hat  t he boss si mpl y t ol d t hen t o cui t  i f  t hey di dn't  

l i ke i t . That  was pl ai n s t upi di t y�st r i k i ng dur i ng a s l ack sea-

son. Ther e was no or gani sat i on because t he ni s ei  di dn't  want  t o 

bo mi xed up wi t h uni ons , i lov; si mpl e i t  woul d have been i f  t hey 

hsd used t hei r  heads a l i t t l e bef or e. 

"Uhen I  wont  t o Sal t  Lake t o vol unt eer  f or  t he TJ AC's I  di dn't  

r eal i ze how much pr essur e t her e was agai nst  i t . 1 hen I  r et ur ned t o 

Bai t  Lake af t er  wor ki ng so many peopl e asked me why I  had vd&o what  

I  di d and act ed as t hour h t hey t hought  I  was out  of  my head. Ther e 

was so much f eel i ng agai nst  i t . Some peopl e no l onger  spoke t o me. 

I  t hi nk i t  i s onl y my dut y t o do what  I  can i n t hi s war , but  appa-

r ent l y t ho ni sei  ar e so bi t t er  t hat  t hey cannot  see st r ai ght  

Rei ko sl ept  wi t h Toni , and I  sjbept  on t he ki t chen f l oo r . 



F i el d Not es: Pr oe Associ a i on 
- Oct . 5, 1945 

Shi but ani  Cof f ee Oshi ma 

!r I  not i ce t hat  t he J apnnese have been get t i ng pr et t y good 

publ i c i t y l at el y , espec i al l y af t er  t he war  depar t ment  announced 

t he news about  t ho Hawai i ans i n Si c i l y . 2her o was a ni ce ar t i c l e 

i n t he Tr i bune and I  hear  hat  even tho Her al d Amer i can car r i ed 

an ar t i c l e, I  guess t hose guys di d al l  r i ght . 

"I ' v e been r ecr ui t i ng wor ker s f or  Hot el  Sher man. But  t he 

damn ki ds al l  qui t  af t er  about  a week* The gay-  boss thorn 'ar ound 

t oo much and tho ki ds f i gur e t hat  t hey don't  want  to be ki cked 

ar ound l i ke a bunch of  ni gger s . Looks l i ke al l  t he J apanese wor k 

t oget her  i n one pl ace or  anot her . L i ke I  hear  Cuni o Pr ess has 200 

of  t hem. Aw hel l , t he wages ar e good, but  t he condi t i ons do /n at  

Sherman ar en't  so hot . So t hey say ,. »Hel l ,1 and go l ook f or  some 

ot her  j ob. They get  f r om 50 t o 75 cent s an hour  and t i me and a hal f  

f or  over t i me. But  over  t i mes st ar t s at  about  50 hour s so i t s pr et t y 

t ough wor k. 

"I t ' s pr et  y har d to f i nd a hcuse ar ound her e, even i n t he 

subur bs. I  went  l o ki ng al l  over  hol l  f or  a pl ace and I 'm not  

set t l ed yet . Ho l l , I  got  o get  my f ol ks out  her e and .t he r est  of  

t he f am.l y set t l ed. But  I  c an't  set t l ed down unt i l  I  f i nd a house. 

I  t hi nk most  ki ds ar e pl ent y v/or r i ed about  t he dr af t . They 

mi ght  gi ve you t hat  shi t  about  not  gi vi ng a damn but  t hey'r e pl ent y 

wor  - ied any way. They don't  know what  t o do, when you c an't  pl an 

ahead because you don't  know what  i n t he hel l  t o expect . 

"You know t hi 3 p3i 0ce i s a hel l  hol e t o st ay. Nobody gi vos a 

damn ar ound her e. I t ' s not  as ni ce as i n St . Loui s , i n Mi l waukee. 

I  saw a man get  mangl ed down on Randol ph s t r eet , she gofefc cl i pped 

by a car . A whol e bunch a guys got  ar ound t o see what  she l ooked 

l i k e. They wer e j ust  cur i ous . hey j ust  t ossed a saisk over  her  



Cshi me -  2 

and took her  away. 

"X j ust  ml ssod get t i ng my WRA al l owance to conie out  her e» I  
but  Hayes 

asked t he guys ar ound t her e i f  I  coul d get  i t  but  ever yone/sa d̂ I  

had too xagch money, Hayes t ol d me go t her e and t el l  t h$t  I  l ost  

money i n a poker  game. Hel l , I  f i gur ed I  coul dn't  get  i t  anyway 

but  now I  see I  coul d have got ten §200 r i cher . I  was gl ad t o get  

out  of  t her e anyway because t he weat her  wr s the onl y good t hi ng at  

Tul e. 

?!I  came down her e t o see i f  I  coul d get  some bi l l s col l ect od 

down on t he coast . I  t hought  maybe t he WRA coul d hel p me. 

» 



F i ol d Hot osj  I 'TOO ¿ associ at i on '¿op and. doap 
Oct ober  ü f  1943 
CH- 304AB 
Shi but ani  

I  don't  t hi nk I  vmnt  t h© 5ob t eaehi nr , «Taprnes© at  t he 
Uni ver s i t y because 1 don't  tmnt, n t empor ar y ,1ob, The WRA l o 
t r yi nr , t o' net  I Ti nei  I nt o .l obe i n hi ch t hey can ot ay af t er  t h© 
v/ar  i s over  and t hi s ,1ob i n j ust  a j ob f or  t h© Mi r at i on. T 

loiov; tit  o ?>ay i n bet t or  but  I  don't  t hi nk I ' l l  t ake i t , Th© 
j ob t hat  I  have nov; an a chomi nt  i sn't  no r ood, but  I  ean sfeay 
nf t or  t he war  i s over . The el m of  t he r eset t l ement  pr or r am 

i s t o st ay hor c r »er nanent l y and I  t hi nk t hat  t hat  i n e bet t er  
i dea» I  don't  t hi nk I ' l l  appl y f or  t he - ooi i i on, I  don't  want  
t o t ake a j ob when t he dr af t  i o coni ng i n because t hat  v/i l l  
cr eat o a bad i nr r r esni on, The dr af t  vi l l i  be ki nd of  har d on 
us |  but  you can't  hol p t hi ngs l i ke t hat , I  don't  want  t hai  
t o got  t he i mor essi on t hat  I  changed j obs j ust  t o get  out  o f  
goi n< i- ito t ho A my . t hey 'r e suspi ci ous enough of  t he Ni s ei  
at  i t  i o , 

The Ni s ei  i n Oror .on ar e not  cr eat i ne suf l h a r ood i mpr essi on. 
'¿hoy Vviint  t oo much* The f ar mer s ar ound t her e ar c poor  r nd t hey 

OÍ  n ' t  af r or d t he ki nd of  aoeopmdat i ons t hat  t hey had i n t ho 
cent  er e. I t  i s a bad pl ace f or  J apanese t o go , Th© ¿Tápenos© 
ar e t oo success f ul . 1 hear d t hat  t hey ar e buyi ng up t he best  
l end because t hey have pl ent y of  nonoy, They r i f l e ar ound i n 
br and nm car s t hat  t hey had st or ed awr y end t he peopl e i n 
pl aces l i ke Ont ar i o don't  l i k e i t . They have voi ced her d on 
t hei r  l and end j ust  bar el y mek© a l i v i nn» ĥen t ho Ar par es© 
co; o i n ajad t hey font  t ake over  t he b e t  par t , T t hi nk t hat 's 
v/hy the /̂ have been havi ng no r ni ch t r oubl e. That 's not  pood 
f or  t ho v;el f ar e of  t !i e .Tnpraose-  an a v,f i ol e. 



F i ol d l i otooj  Fr oo Asnooi at i on 
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Shi but oni  

Dei  

pot oher  1h 1945 

Doi  phonod np et  9i SO end eai d t het  ho vma ot  t he bus 
eie- Dot. I  t o l d hi n t o Bi t  t i nht  afe t ho dopot  ma t hat  I  v;oul d 
f .oaf t er  hi n beoauae ì t  onici  be ' ôr o t r oubl o l f  ho r at  l ont . 
Ho cono ovor  and ol eonocl  tip and ahavocl  over  et  our  pl aco , no 
cono over  t o t ho of î oo t o eoo Ci bar l i © mei  t hen v/cnt  upst ai r e 
t o aee ha l po m. Ho not  t ho ,1ob. Hl s f i r s t  i mpr esa i on v/ao : 

"Ohi oar o i o f u l l  o f  - neo- ole who ar o 111 a hur r y but  don *t  
knorc  T'hor o t hey er e rol l i ?". Tho pl aco :ln t oo noi sy# I  r ot  a 
f unny f eel i ng of  t ensonoss as I  st and arouncl » Hobody i s easy-
r o i nr  er ound bor o» !t  r uesa t hoy J ust  don't  knm/ hov/ t ho enj oy 
U f o . 

" I  don't  I'J ÌOV; vrhat  t ho do not ; t hat  I  r ot  t he J ob. 1 don*t  
st ar t  v/ork unt l l  I I oveMber  l i ), ani . X ûose l ' I ! hr vo t o do none-
t hi nf  i n t ho r i cont i ne, Daybo 1*11 co over  and vj ar k et  t ho 
Ci móo pr ose or  oor oot hi nn. : eybo 1*11 co bec& t o t . Loui s 
and at i ol e «r ound f or  a ? i ont h. Xt 'B a ho 11 of  a l ot  ni eor  t her o. 
l l ol por n seì d he t /oul d f i nt i  nonet hi nr  "or  mo t o t ot  but  he mwn H 

Oot obor  C, 194S 

" e aon't  know enyt ! i nr  r bout  vi  at  ha- p >ened i n t he i nt or n-
nent  cara-  a . ny f f t her  t ol d ne about  on© t ncl dont  t hat  has 
r eal l y beon hushod t i p. I  don't  t hi nk anybody about  i t , 
but  i t  r oal l v happonot f . I  don f t  t hl nk anybody f f  oupr r  sod t o 
f cnow about  i t  ao koop o t i l l . Vhm t hat  emù?» of  i nt er aoce r ot  
o f f  t he t r a i n i n KOT Mexi co t hoy hed t o TTOIIC a pi l o t o t ho 
ce-  i p. Tvm of  t ho non had T . B . and rrore woak, Thoy l &f f t ed 
bohi nd and one v&a bayonet t od. Tho ot hor  ono cot  r oar od aad 
ho ber :an t o r un. The i mr d t hou ĥt  he V;QS t mi nc t o N.M av/ay 
and rechine«- , unned h i n. The l anc i  vjho wer e t her o smv t he 
v7hol o t ì ì i nr , but  t hey mt à not i  i ne and d i dn H do anyt hi ng 
beeranno t hoy wer on't  abl o t o do anyt hi nf . They r enenber ed, 
t l ioufdr j f. 

" I  (mona I f l l  i o out  on e dat e t onor r ov/« Tornio noi e he 
coul d f i x UT) £ dat e f or  no wi t h a i mi sunoean. I  uosa Chì oa ô 's 



Fì eXd not es : Fr oe Annoci at i on 
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Shi but ani  

To l l y 

l 'tjro beon I n t own f or  t ho paot  v/eol : t r yi ng t o got  set t l ed 
i l i  a now j ob ci ò sor  t o Chi cago« I  waht  t o r o t o r ebool , end 
Manl io i n r oi i i f  t o do nono ki nd of  dooèot l » wor k noar by. We 
oan't  i laico i t  i n Ri chnoad (I ndi ana) i vhere vm er o noi  beoaus© 
of  a l ot  of  thlnc- Q» Thi nr & or e t ough i n Ri chmond» Thor e r/an 
a l odi l o t hat  t r i od t o k i ok out  t he ¿rapo, but  t he Quaker o v/ent  
i n l ar ge nunber n onci  cont r ol i ed t he noct i nr ;. Thor e ar e a l ot  
of  Cuakor s and oupor pat r i ot s t hor o onci  i t  v;ao a met t er  of  v/iio 
ooul d f ot  t he no et  nenber s t o nhovi  up et  t ho neet i ng» I  hoar  
tl tfit  t ho rim l eader  of  t ho movo t o k i ok out  t he ¿rapo i s r uani ng 

f or  Bono poof  i n t i i o coni ne ol ect i on'and ho had t o koep i l i o 
nout h shut  or  t ho r- uekoro v;oul dnH t fot o f or  hi n in. 2 ovembor . 

L'aral e l e vòr y nnhf Dpy# I f v o got  3 J ob l i nea tip i n - t t eson, 
nnd X tTOnt  out  t he ot her  t o l ook i t  over . 7t f o r>retty r ood, 
end I  con cor : i ute t o nehool  beoauso t he I #G. t r ni n rare? dorai  

Xt's p hor r r neh. I  enn do a l i t t l e t or k i n tVo ô r ni ne 
and ovoninfs end cor nut e dur i ne t he day t o t he l i br ar y « I  7 nvo 
t o r r ke UT> f on? COTURNO© at  f>»l% St at o and t hr ee f or  Cai  'zt enni on 
I  nnnt  t o hnve r- one l i br ar y f ac i l i t i en open t o rie val i l o Z+m 
wor ki ng nnd t hr t 'r . xi hj  1 vmr t b t o be f r ee i n t ovm» 1 t hour ht  
naybe I  ooul d l i ve nonev/here i n t own F i vo dayo a TOOI C and r o 
hone t o t?x>rk ©vra» t ho tTookonds. t 'nml o enn st ey out  and do l l f̂ et  
vi or k out  at  t he f s m» Thor e*3 a l i t t l e nchool  out  t hor o i n 
Hi  oh* ond but  i t *s not  oo hot  end t ho i ns t met or o don't  'maro 
vor y �.ruoli» I  don*t  v/ant  t o v/ast e say t $ne ar ound t hor e» 

j y not i i or  l e iadev ĉsident  noe? oo 1 don f t  bave t o v/or ŷ about  
her . I  set  hcr  eot t l od i n :.vanot on. Gho#s v/orki nr . no a comost i o 
and s £ a t «9 o out  t hor o t oo» MJ roi ctor  i s vj orkì nc kor  x cy 
t i i r ou ĥ nchool . They don«t  l i ve tor .et i  o r , but  t hey oeo ocoh 
ot hor  over y nov; and t hen» 1 y mot her  has a f ew I soeì  f r i onds i n 
Chi ceno no nho'o not  t oo l onol y . i /o had t o st r ur r l o f or  e r j hi l o, 
but  I  �n (;i ud X f o t  t hat  noos ataratei .i tonoa out » . .col o me jny 
mot .her  novor  coul d r et  r l onr ; i bor .ether» 

As t hl ngo st and nowf  I  Dl an t o et  riy B»D» et  t ! e Chi oe ô 
Theo l ogi cai  Hcnl i i ar y» I t f n one of  t ho boat  nchool e i n t he 
coi r  t r y» vr t or  t ho war  I .Vmi o and I  ar o r ol nr  t o I îurope ' i t h 
t he T*r Ì Qnds Sor vi eo Ca r r i t t oe t o hel p i n t he r oeonnt r ucl  i on 
Ti ropnan« I  m a t ai k i np t o ser ie of  t hcr o't he ot her  day . Thqy 
efe!:od me it I  vrontod a c o n c e r t  i on i n ònc of  t he t rnal l  ni d-
tront  t <*7ns, but  X t ol d t hen I f d r at  ber  6o t ho ot her  ?;or !:» I  
t hi nl : t hor o ar e nono r ood poos i bi l i t i o3 t hor e» / f t er  t hat f  I  
t hl nk IVO oan go t o Sout h A i or ì cn�R»aybe t o t r ar l i » 

I  don f t  l i eve t o vi or vy no r uch about  noney» I  c o M t he 
house i n Ber kel ey no xjq l i eve a l i t t l o money t o spond» ? eni o 
vi l l i  bo vj orki ng t oo. I f  v/e neod i t  bad onouf j h, ray mot her  ?/i l l  
1:1 ci : i n about  f i f t y buckn a nont h co I  don f t  hc&e t o v.or s.y 
about  t hat » 
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Yat abe�J W .C.L . 

Ever yt hi ng i s O.K . as f ar  as we'r e concer ned. I 'm J ust  
wr i t i ng e l et t er . Dog gone, I  have a t ough t i me wr i t i ng. I  
never  wr i t e r ay speeches because i t  (J ust  comes nat ur al  t o me, 
but  when i t  caries t o wr i t i ng I  wl ways have t o s i t  around end 
t hi nk f or  a whi l e. I t ' s har d t o set  t he t hi ng down. I 'm wr i t i ng 
t o camp# 

I 'm t hi nki ng of  get t i ng an or gani zat i on st ar t ed, but  you 
know what  we'r e up agai nst . Ther e ar e .j ust  soxae peopl e who 
ar e unr easonabl e. I  won't  ment i on any names, but  t her e ar e 
¡ one peopl e who say t hat  a J .A .C. L . her e wi l l  def i ni t el y not  
be vi l cffime. For  t he f i r s t  two mont hs, i  di dn't  say anyt hi ng. 
I  want ed t o j ust  sof t en them up. I  t hough when I  got  t han 
sof t ened up I  coul d go ahead. Shi r r el l  hi msel f  sai d i t  was 
O.K . and t ol d me t o no ahead end or gani ze. Some of  t hose 
peopl e say t hat  you don't  need an or gani zat i on, but  I  t hi nk 
you do. Some peopl e say l et  t he ot her s do your  work f or  you, 
but  t hi s i s t he way I  f i gur e. I  t el l  t hen, t he Y . I . C . A . has 
t o wor r y about  t he sol di er s , t he Negr oes, and t he ot her  gr oups. 
The I  egr oes have t o wor r y about  t hemsel ves and t he same wi t h" 
t he J ews. The WRA i s wor ki ng f or  t he dur at i on onl y. Ther e 
i sn't  a s i ngl e gr oup whose sol e pur pose f or  exi st ence i s t he 
hel pi ng of  t he i i i sei . Nobody i s goi ng t o t ake car eof  us ; we've 
got  t o t ake car e of  our sel ves or  we' l l  be l ost , Sone eopl e 
say t hat  we ought  t o l ot  ot her s i nt o our  or-  ani zat i on, but  we' l l  
be swamped and t he ¡Usui  .l ose t hei r  i dent i f y . Bono peopl e 
want  us t o change oun name, but  t he «T.A.C.L. has bui l t  up a 
r eput at i on among t he government  agenci es and t he ot her  gr oups 
hel pi ng us end i f  we change t he name al l  t he wor k t hat  has 
been done t o dat e wi l l  be wor t hl ess. I t  wi l l  be wast ed. 

I 'm wor ki ng on publ i c r el at i ons now. I  haven't  even t hought  
about  t he Her al d- Amer i can because i t 's j ust  a hopel ess case. 
I  don't  want  t o or k on t hem. I  want  t o get  at  t he peopl e. 
The C . I . O. i s O.K . ; I  admi r e t hei r  gut s f or  st andi ng up f or  us , 
but  we have t o go f ur t her , I  was t hi nki ng of  wor ki ng dn Ci -
v i l i an j j efnose t oo but  I  haven't  got t en t oo f ar  wi t h t hem. I  
l i ve r i ght  ne:i t  door  t o a capt ai n i n t he c i v i l i an def ense» At  
f i r s t  we di dn't  f eet  al ong ver y wel l . He sai d hel l o when we 
saw each ot her  and t hat 's a l l . The one day my br ot her  i n t he 
j\ r. y came over  f or  a v i s i t  and he st ayed f or  t hr ee 
weeks. Then ever yt hi ng changed. We get  al ong f i ne now. He 
says, 'Hi , Doc I ' ever y t i me we see each ot her  and he's i nvi t ed 
me over  t o hi s pl ace t oo. Then t her e's a bar ber  shop by our  
pi ece. I  went  t o get  a hai r cut  and I  was i nt r oduced t o t he guy 
f o na l l y . Ve get  al ong j ust  swel l  now. You j ust  have t o know 
peopl e t hat 's al l . The ot her  day I  vent  down t o I owa t o sneak, 
/hen wo got  of f  at  t he st at i on, I  not i ced peopl e st ar i ng at  me. 

They'd never  seen J apanese bef or e. Then I  not i ced r  smal l  
k i d wor ki ng on a machi ne t o get  some nut s out  of  i t . He di dn't  
get  as much as he want ed so I  gave i i im a coupl e of  more penni es 
t o t r y agai n. When t he peopl e sajr  t hat , t hey sof t ened up a 
l i t t l e. 



When I pot  t o t he meet i ng i t  was f unny. Those guys expect ed 
me t o speak i n J apanese. They al most  f el l  over  when t hey hear d 
me speak i n Engl i sh. When a swor e, t hey al most  passed out . 
I  t ol d t hen I  coul d out  swear  any one of  t hose guys, end t hey 
l i ked t hat . I  t ol d them pl ent y and when I  got  t hr ough t he 
guys came up t o me and sai d, �Why yout r e j ust  as Amer i can vs 
we ar e J ' I  t ook my wi f e and ki d al ong; I  br i ng my ki d because 
he can pl ay f or  t hem. That  br eaks 'em down t oo. That 's t he 
easi est  way t o get  guys on your  s i de. I  l i ke t o go to pl aces 
wher e no J apanese have ever  gone bef or e. I  l i ke t o br eak 
down t he host i l i t y and open t he way f or  ot her s t o go i n. 

-  e must  have an or gani zat i on of  our  own. They say t he 
Amer i cans wi l l  do t he wor k f or  us , but  t hey have t o l ook af t er  
ot her  gr oups t oo. We have t o l ook af t er  our sel ves. That 's 
why I 'm f i gur i ng on st ar t i ng a J .A .C. L . her e. 



F i el d Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
Oct ober  10, 1943 
Shi but ani  

Tal l y 

I 'foe been i n t own f or  t he past  week t r yi ng t o get  set t l ed 
i n a new j ob cl oser  t o Chi cago, I  want  t o go t o school , and 
Mami e i s goi ng t o do some ki nd of  domest i c wor k near by. We 
can't  make i t  i n Ri chmond (I ndi ana) wher e we ar e now because 
of  a l ot  of  t hi ngs. Thi ngs ar e t ough i n Ri chmond. Ther e was 
a l odge t hat  t r i ed t o ki ck out  t he J aps, but  t he Quaker s went  
i n l ar ge numbers and cont r ol l ed t he meet i ng. Ther e ar e a l ot  
of  q.uakers and super pat r i ot s t her e and i t  was a mat t er  of  who 
coul d get  t he most  members t o chow up at  t he meet i ng. I  hear  
t hat  t he r i ngl eader  of  t he move t o ki ck out  t he J aps i s r unni ng 

f or  some post  i n t he coming el ect i on and he had t o keep hi s 
mouth shut  or  t he ouaker s woul dn't  vot e f or  hi m i n Hovember . 

Mami e i s ver y unhappy. I ' v e got  a .job l i ned up i n - t t eson, 
and I  went  out  t he ot her  day t o l ook i t  over . I t ' s pr et t y good, 
end I  cen commute t o school  because t he I .C . t r ai n r uns down 
t her e. I t ' s a hog r anch. I  can do a l i t t l e work i n t he mor ni ng 
and eveni ng and commute dur i ng t he day t o t he l i br ar y . I  have 
t o make up f our  cour ses at  S . F . St at e and t hr ee f or  Cal  Ext ensi on* 
I  went  t o have some l i br ar y f ac i l i t i es open t o me whi l e I 'm 
wor ki ng and t hat 's why 1 want  t o be f r ee i n t own. I  t hought  
maybe I  coul d l i ve somewhere i n town f i ve clays a week and go 
home t o work over  t he weekends. Kami e can st ay out  and do l i ght  
wor k out  at  t he f ar m. Ther e's a l i t t l e school  out  t her e i n 
Ri chmond but  i t 's not  so hot  and t he i nst r uct or s don't  know 
ver y much. I  don't  want  t o wast e ray t i me ar ound t her e. 

Hy mother  i s i ndependent  now so I  don't  have t o wor r y about  
her . I  got  l i er  set t l ed i n Evans t on. She's wor ki ng as a domest i c 
and my s i s t er 's out  t her e t oo. I  .ysi st er  i s wor ki ng her  way 
t hr ough school . They don't  l i ve t oget her , but  t hey sec each 
ot her  ever y now and t hen. My mot her  has a f ew I s sei  f r i ends i n 
Chi cago so she's not  t oo l onel y. We had t o st r uggl e f or  a whi l e, 
but  I 'm {.l ad I  got  t hat  mess st r ai ght ened out . I l omie end my 
mot her  never  coul d get  al ong &oget her * 

As t hi ngs st and now, I  nl an t o r et  my B.D* at  t he Chi cago 
Theol ogi cal  Semi nar y. I t ' s one of  t he best  school s i n t he 
count r y. Af t er  t he war  Mami e and I  ar e goi ng t o Eur ope wi t h 
t he Fr i ends Ser vi ce Commi t tee t o hel p i n t he r econst r uct i on 
pr ogr am. I  was t al ki ng t o some of  them t he ot her  day. They 
al ike a me i f  I  want ed a congr egat i on i n one of  t he smal l  mid-
west  t owns, but  I  t ol d them. I ' d r at her  do t he ot her  wor k. I  
t hi nk t her e ar e some good poss i bi l i t i es t her e. Af t er  t hat , I  
t hi nk we can go t o Sout h Amer i ca�maybe t o Br az i l . 

I  don't  have t o wor r y so much about  money. I  sol d t he 
house i n Ber kel ey so we have a l i t t l e money t o spend* Mami e 
wi l l  be wor ki ng t oo. I f  we need i t  bad enough, my mother  wi l l  
ki ck i n about  f i f t y bucks a month so I  don't  hatfe t o wor r y 
about  t hat . 
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T i  et  or  

ï  don f t  Irnon .vhoro i n ho l l  t  i l l i o f o l i vi ng: non. 1,0 r cer e 
bur l i ne t ocot hor  vu t i l  o coupl e of  nont hn or,ö ond t hon I  pul l ed 
ont  t o' l i ve her o, o r ot  pr ot t y r ood r at os hor o. Tho Wahaeh 
Y i c t oo o;:pcnc:i vo. ¿i ol l t  TO had t o ooy o. buol t  c ni ght  î  her o 
t :o cot  of f  on about  ÇF ;F 25 E TOO!:. I  t hi n!: you c ON not  f i l l i o 
i f  you oc 11 t ho pi r co vhor o ho vrorkG. I  .loft-  t ho Y l otse t i no 

X*n t r y i ng t o c o m onounh hor cht  t o t o t o school  i n :eb-
nt f  I *!1" or !:i nc. i  s or mm ol oot r i oi on no'" i n r , J l onf  "or  75 
oci t n i\ n hour . I  con :vr ro m nono Aoupht hl B vr y* hor o I  

- fee vr af ci ne I  o<mi dnf t  covo P d e m c ent . X*n l i v i ng wi t h t hr oe 
I l i ooi  f o l l ow, zmr , no r i ete i t  pr ot t y r ood. � 

I  hear  t hi s Cunoo doni  i o g l our ,y omo. I t  H r un by g 
bunch of  croo!- «? do ooc . t hey 'r e t he oner  vjfco ôu- ht  up t ho 
i t er al i  o ot e t o . They uoed t o I t i l i  r »yn who di dn't  nl ay hai 1. 
V7Ì th t he 1 . 1?hoy uned t o 7>ry of f  t ho r enr o. Vhey i net  f uel : 
you f r or  bi n i  t hat 's n i l . 

Ho nusuvKsoen l i f o f or  ne. 1 % P good l i t t l e boy. (At  
t hi s t ho ot her r , i n t he r oon be tin t o hoot  end i ns i s t  t het  
OP IG i n ©t  S i n t ho xaorni nr  on nover r l  oc c mi onn) . 
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hi but ani  

Dr » Set o 

I  t hi nk t he He w Al ans have nor o f unpt i on t han t he f ' i s ei . 
They 'r e much f r eer  and t he Cauc as i an l i ke i t . They don't  
t oko any l i p f r om anybody. They st f  M up l i ke men t o f i r  t i t  
f or  t hei r  r i ght o* They 'r e not  a l l  t i ed up l i ke t he Ni sei  or e. 
I  r emember  af t er  t he war  st ar t ed vhen t i i ey beet  UT> none F i l i pi nos 
i n r acr anent o. V hen t he F i l i pi no not  t ou ĥ wi t h some Hawai i an 
ho j ust  moat  up and not  t he r oot  of  t he boys . They j ust  wai t ed 

i n t he al l ey f or  cone F i l i pi nos t o con© ol onr  end j ust boat  
hel l  out  of  t han. I  t hi nk t hey l ai d out  ni ne or  t en of  t hen 
bef or e t he oops r ot  v i s e and chasod t hen away. Down i n Shel by 

t he Hawai i an f e l l o e di dn't  l i ke cone of  t he cont i nent al  non-
cons , so t hey j us t  beat  t hai  up. X nueso t he noucans hod a 
t ough t j bi o because sor e of  t he boys not  a l i t t l e cay and ur i nat ed 
on t ho f l oor . The non- eon had. t o f i ve ther* hel l  and t he boys 
di dn' t  l i ke i t . 

Bono of  t hose doct or s i n Tul e Lake \  er e r eal l y f unny« I  
nuesc X'n not  supposed t o t al k about  t hi s sor t  of  t hi ne, trait  
s i nce you novo no sane whi skey 2 oon ooy X was < r unk. I  aba 
and r .acuc Tonaoaki  used t o wal k hand i n hand clc vt, t ho cor r i dor s 
at  t he Tul e Lake hospi t al . Chr i s t , she's ol d enough t o be hi s 
not ! ,or . I  don't  know t hat 's t ho not  t or  wi t h t hose Tonasaki  

s i nt er s , but  t hey 'r e a l l  f unny t hat  way. One si r '.t or  had her  
f enal e oxr ani s r emoved. I  t hi nk t h a t % Whet  t hey al l  need. 
The onl y Tor eooki  t hat 's hal f  way hunan i s t he I nt er  t hat 's 
r .er r i of t« Yeah, : oybe t hat 's al l  t hat 's t he nat t er  wi t h t h«A. 
Uanhi ba was a f ood doct or , but  he' s r  poor  po l i t i c i an. He was 

al ways on t wo s i des . I k i  wosa snoot h nuy and 2 don't  t hi nk 
t her e woul d have boon any t r oubl e i n t he hospi t al  i f  he i  r e 
t her e. But  you know how t ho peopl e f el t  about  hi m» Ther e woul d 
have boon cone t r oubl e i n t he col ony. Thompson wan a t ouf h 
bas t ar d. l ie r eal l y t ol d of f  Ba ba and Tonasaki  when t hoy st ar t ed 
yel l  i nc . That  was t he t ooubl © wi t h Ensue» She ki cked t oo much. 

Dek i  and I  had a bi n f i ght « X was supposed t o cone down 
t own and di dn' t  cone» I  not  dr unk find coul dn't  oono. Gho 

tliOU(i i t  X was ol eic and vj or r i od l i k e hel l . She says a ho was sor e 
beeauso 1 nade her  wai t . X t o l l  peopl e about  t hi s and she says 

I  no ar ound sayi nc Xf m henpecked because X dr i nk . 

Ther e's no di aor t oi nat i on i n t ho hospi t al  -  - here I  � - or!:. 
One |  .i r l  f r om t ho i ffi kfl l iBMBi  camp on t ho r hi l l pi nos W i n and 
whoa oho sew Dr . i l or i ohoco i n t her e oho j ust  out  l i d . Ot her -
wi se ever yt hi ng i s ¿.11. Uo ass i st  i n t he oor  at, i ons er f onod 
by out s i de doct or ' . I  hi nt  ar ound f or  cut s on t he f ens , i  ono-
t i raos t ho at t end i nn r>hyoi ci an i s l ut e f or  at omi t y eases and 
we have t o sneak i n af t er  t ho r as i s on t o del i ver -  t ho k i d. Then, 
af t er  t he bi r t h, t ho r egul ar  doct or  co: es i n md t o n s t ho not her  
a l l  about  t ho swel l  k i d she had. The »o t her 's none t ho v i sor . 
Sonet  l  i es t hey see us and gi ve tis a t i p , but  most  of  t he t i me 
t hoy don't  soo us at  a l l . X net  pr esent s now and t hen t oo, 

X want  t o see al l  t hose J ap pi c t ur es . I n Behi nd t ho Ri s i ng 
Gun t hoy used per f ect  J avanese. I t  w on t  so bed. I t ' s l ot  
of  f un t o see al l  t he l i t t l e J aps on t ho scr een, but  Oei t i  won't  
no . So.xf t i sr i ee she :et s i n and J ust  when t he good par t  about  t he 
r api ng cones i n 3ho events t o go . no l i , t hat 's no way t o be. 



Fi el d Not es; Fr eo Associ at i on 
Oct ober  20, 1943 
Shi but ani  Tal l :/ YUsa 

That  j ob i n Mat t eson di dn f t  come t hr ough. But  I 've got  a new 

set  up f i gur ed up i n Naper svi l l e. She way we'r e goi ng t o work i t , 

Mami e's goi ng to i .or k out  t her e al l  t he t i me, and I 'm goi ng to go 

back over  t he weekends to do some of  the heavy wor k. I 'm goi ng to 

come t o Chi cago f r om Monday to Fr i day and f i ni sh up t he f our  cour ses 

f or  S.F . St at e. I  have bo get  t hr ee A's to qual i f y f or  t he Chi cago 

Theol ogi cal  Semi nar y. I  guess what  I  do i n t he next  f i ve or  s i x 

weeks wi l l  pr et t y wel l  det er mi ne t he cour se of  my l i f e. I  want  t o 

l eave Mamie so she' l l  get  used t o i t . I f  I  get  dr af t ed she can st ay 

t her e and wor k. I  wan to do Chr i st i an soci al  work so I 'm i nt er est ed 

i n oci al  di sor gani zat i on. W. I . suggest ed t hat  I  r ead Bl umer  and 

Mead. I 'm r eadi ng El l i ot t  and Mer r i l l  f or  t he cour se. 

I  guess I ' l l  t al k t hi ngs over  wi t h her . The deci si on i s up to 

me. She t ol d me to make up my ovm mi nd and deci de what  i s best . I  appl i ed 

f or  admi ssi on at  Concord House. I  t hi nk I ' d l i ke t o st ay t her e f r om 

Monday t hr ough Fr i day. I ' l l  be around the uni ver s i t y. I  guess I  

coul d get  a schol ar shi p t o same smal l  school , but  I  don't  want  t o go 

to t hese easy, smal l  «j erkwater  school s. Mamie can ear n 6̂0 and I  

guess I  coul d ni ck my mother  f or  anot her  $50. I 'm t hi nki ng of  sel l i g 

our  house and t hat  woul d br i ng i n some mor e. I ' l l  get  a B.D. at  

Chi cago i f  I  can. 



Fi el d Not er : !ft?ee Associ at i on 
Oct ober  26, 194o 
Document  CII- 111 Est her  Uchl mura 
Shi but ani  

I  hear  t hat  Congr ess i s consi der i ng r epeal i ng t he Chi nese 

I ncl usi on Act . X suppose t hat  t hat 's r eal l y pr ogr ess now t hat  

t he House of  Repr esent at i ves has passed i t . I  don't  know what  

wi l l  happen i n t he Senat e, but  i t  sounds pr et t y good. Now I  

t hi nk t hat  t he J apanese ar o r eal l y di scr i mi nat ed agai nst . We 

ar e now si ngl ed out  as t  e onl y peopl e who ar e excl uded f r om � 

nat ur al i zat i on i n t he Uni t ed St at es. I  suppose t hat  wo ar e Vi ct i ms 

of  ci r cumst ance. 

I  never  hear d about  t he t r oubl e i n - rule i »ake. I  hear d i t  

was bad but  I  di dn't  r eal i ze what  r eal l y hap ened. Mi ni doka was 

r eal l y a peacef ul  camp. I 'm gl ad t h hear  t hat  t he Nor t hwest er ner s 

behaved so wel l  i n Tul e âke. 

% 



t 
F i el d No t en: Pr oe Associ at i on 
Oct ober  26, 1943 � 
Document  GH- 112 ' Li ar tha I i i zoue 
Shi but ani  

That  ¿ant a Ani t a r i ot  was r eal l y somet hi ng. I  was scar ed. 

I  l i ved near  t he pl ace whor e i t  st ar t ed and when I  s aw al l  t hose 

p ool e r unni ng down I  r eal l y got  scar ed. I - saw t hose pol i ce J ust  

r un i n al l  di r ect i ons and r un f or  t he gat es . I  can under st and 

why peopl e f el t  t hat  way, but  I  don't  t hi nk ho hakuj i n can. Those 

pol i ce j ust  vent  t o al l  t he apar t ment s and t ook what ever  t hey 

want ed t o . The peopl e wer e r eal l y 3or e ant  t hey went  af t er  t hem. 

J erome was a dead cent er . I  suppose I  ought  t o be hap y t hat  

I  di dn't  go t o Tul e Lake, but  t hen i n a way i t  mi ght  have been 

nor e f un i f  we di d have a l i t t l e exci t ement . 



F i el d Mot es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
Oct ober  87, 1945 
Shi but oni  

J un 

I  guess I ' l l  have t o go t o t he Amy on November  11» I 'm 
i n t he r eser ves so t hey con do anyt hi ng t hey went  wi t h t i e. X 
don't  know why t hey di schar ged me af t er  Pear l  Har bor , but  i t  
was O.K . wi t h me. I  got  a l et t er  f r om t he Si xt h Ser vi de C da-
mn nd t el l i ng me t o show up f or  i nduct i on n p̂i n. I 'm opposed t o 
deferegated uni t s l i ke t hey have at  Shel by, but  t hey 'l l  pr obnbl y 
send me t hr e. I ' v e asked f or  an ext ensi on so t hat  I  coul d 
see my f ol ks and f i ni sh up my busi ness her e. The Ni sei  used 
t o get  t he t ough j obs i n t he Ar my. denni ng cans i sn't  so 
bad, but  i n some camps t he f el l ows we r e doi ng j ust  pl ai n l abor  
wor k, l i ke di ggi ng di t ches. Hel l , t hat 's no wor k f or  sol di er s 
t o be doi ng* I  t hi nk i t  def ended on t he commending o f f i cer . 
I n some oanps t hey wer e t r eat ed O. K . , but  i n ot her  camps t hey 
wer e r eal l y k i c i ed around or  di schar ged. You've cot  t o admi r e 
any Ei sei  or  Negr o who i s wear i ng ar ound st r i pes . They've 
r eal l y had t o or k f or  t hem. You've got  t o f i gur e t hat  ever y 
ser geant  you see has about  800 buck pr i vat es under  hi s car e. 
He's one guy t hat  got  sel ect ed out  of  al l  of  t hem, and t hat  
r j eans t hat  l ie must  have somet hi ng. 

Ni sei  may as wel l  go t o t he Army i f  t hey ar e goi ng t o be 
t r eat ed r i ght . Ar ound her e i n P l ot  of  pl ace you j ust  don't  
have a chanoe. Some .Tews gr ound her e r un al l  t he out f i t s and 
nobody's got  a chance. They j ust  l ook out  af t er  t hemsel ves, 
t hat 's al l . 



F i el d Not es 
Shi but ani  

Mi scel l aneous 

Oct ober  SO, 1945 

Chi eko: I  don't  know what  t hey teacfc gi r l s i n J apan but  t hey 
sur e ar e f unny. The ot her  ni ght , Est her , Mar t ha and I  went  
out  wi t h t hr ee f el l ows« They r eal l y t r eat ed us t o a bi g f eed 
i n Chi nat own, The:/ must  have spent-  about  t went y dol l ar s . 
They r eal l y pai d but  nei t her  Mar t ha nor  Est her  woul d even s i t  
wi t h t he boys ei t her  at  t he r est aur ant  or  on t he st r eet  car . 
Then t hey t ook us t o a show. Ther e wer e not  many seat s. 
F i nal l y t he usher  sai d t hat  t her e was a doubl e open, and 
Mar t ha and Est her  j ust  went  t oget her  i nst ead of  goi ng * i t h 
one of  t he f el l ows. Mas was pl ent y sor e. I  was ki nd of  
di sgust ed t oo. Est her  sai d she di dn't  want  t o go, but  she 
at e pl ent y and t ook i n t he show when t hey pai d f or  i t . She 
says she doesn't  want  t o s i t  wi t h any boy because she want s 
t o have a cl ean r ecor d when she get s mar r Ai d» She t hi nks t hat  
i f  she si t s t i ght  and wai t s some per f ect  f el l ow&s goi ng t o 
fome al one; and t ake her  away. She's nut s . She won't  even 
ei vc a f ol l ow a chance t o f i nd out  what  ki nd of  a gi r l  she i s . 

Doi : Chr i st  al mi ght y. We went  out  t he ot her ni ght  and t her e 
wer e pl ent y of  musumesan wal ki ng ar ound down t her e. Ther e 
was one babe we saw t hat  had ever yt hi ng. Vie f ol l owed her e al ong 
and pr et t y soon she went  i nt o a show. We went  I n t oo and sat  
r i ght  behi nd her . About  hal f - way t hr ough t he show she got  up 
and wal ker ! out . She wan l ooki ng back at  us as i f  she want ed" 
us t o f ol l ow her , so we went  out  t oo. When we got  out  we 
l ost  her . I  kept  t al k i ng t o any booch babe t hat  came al ong, 
but  Tami o di dn't  want  t o do t hat . He sai d, "Row woul d you 
l i ke i t  i f  somebody di d t hat  t o your  s i st er ?" Yeah, t hat 's 
Temi o. That 's t he way ho t hi nks . 

Novembor  1, 1945 

L i l : I  don't  know what  t o do about  t he l andl ady. She want s me 
t o si t  ar ound al l  t he t i me. She doesn't  want  any men hangi ng 

ar ound. She t el l s me t hat  so of t en I  can't  f or get  i t . I  can't  
see wher e i t  wi l l  hur t  her  i f  I  have a f ew f r i ends come t o see 
h i . I  have t o meet  al l  my f r i ends somewhere el se. 



F i el d Kot es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
November  2, 1945 
Shi but ani  

WRA: Shi r r e11 

I  don't  know what  t o do wi t h Char l i e and Smel t zer . I t ' s 
not  what  t hey say t hat  di st ur bs me, but  how t hey say i t . They'r e 
j ust  so dar n obst i nat e t hat  t her e's not hi ng t hat  can be done, 
I 'm wi l l i ng t o l ook at  bot h si des of  t he st or y and r eal i ze t hat  
t her e i s somet hi ng t o what  t hey say. But  t hey ar en t  per f ect ; 

t her e ar e some poi nt s on whi ch mairbe t hey have made mi st akes, 
but  t hey er e not  wi l l i ng t o admi t  i t , I  suspect  t hat  Smel t  zer  

i s usi ng Char l i e t o gai n hi s own ends. He want s t o r un t he 
whol e show end doesn't  r eal i ze t hat  t hi s i s a WRA j ob and t hat  

or gani zat i ons l i ke hi s er e onl y auxi l i ar i es . He's di st ur bed 
about  t hi s because he can't  bee t he bi g boss. He want s t o r un 
ever yt hi ng and t o l l  t he Ni sei  what  t hey c n do end what  t hey 
can't  do. He nor  anyone el se has t he r i ght  t o do t hat . l ie 
want ed t o st ack up t he meet i ng wi t h peopl e who t hought  l i ke he 
di d and t hat 's why he got  Char l i e t o go. 

I  have from r el i abl e sour ces t hat  Tul e Lake i s goi ng ô be 
t ur ned over  t o t he Army i n a ver y shor t  t i me. Ther e doesn t  
seem t o be anyt hi ng el se t hat  can be done about  i t . I  t hi nk 
t hat  t hat  r egi st r at i on was handl ed t er r i bl y . 1 guess i t ' s not  

f ai r  f or  me t o c r i t i ei ze my successor , but  ho di dn't  do what  
he shoul d have done. Because of  t hat  t her e ar e t housands of  
ot her wi se f i ne peopl e v;ho ar e j ust  i i fci sims. - hei r  l i ves ar e 
j ust  wr ecked. 

I  t hi nk t hat  t he &RA i s goi ng t o adopt  a new "ol i cy. I n 
t he past  our  j ob has been t o get  t hese peopl e set t l ed i ni t i al l y 
and t o l et  t hen wor k out  t hei r  own pr obl ems af t er  t hat . I t ' s 
becomi ng c.ui te evi dent  t hat  we can't  cont i nue i n t hi s mai mer , 

and I  t hi nk t hi s pol i cy wi l l  change. I 'm get t i ng Tacoby and 
Car t er  out  her e t o wor k wi t h me. They r esi gned and I  f el t  t hat  
t he V.'RA was l osi ng some good me. I ' v e cr eat ed a j ob f or  J ake 

out  her e and I  t hi n k he' l l  do a good j ob. 

I ' v e got  Br s . Izumfc on my s t af f . She's a t hi r d gener at i on 
J aoenese. She can speak excel l ent  J apanese and excel l ent  En-
gl i sh. I  t h i 'k s he' l l  be good i n handl i ng t he I s s ei . She 
can t el k t o them much bet t er . 



Fi el d I i ot es ; Fr ee Associ at i on 
November  2, 1943 
Shi but ani  

Topo 

I  don't ,know, I  t hi nk I 'd 5ns i  as soon be i n the irmy 
as not . When the Germans ar e knocked out  of  the war  and the 
wax agai nst  J apan becomes mor ei nt ense, I  t hi nk the f eel i ng 
agai nst  the l Usei  wi l l  r i se t oo, I 'd f i ei l  a l ot  bet t er  bei ng 
i n uni f or m t han not . I t  wi l l  be bad wi t hout  uni f or m, A 
f ew months apo when they asked me to vol unt eer  for  Savage I  
wasn't  r eady t o PO, but  now I 'm f i nanci al l y r eady to <~ol  The 
ot her s ar e pac i f i s t s , but  I  can't  qui t e pet  my el f  t o see t hei r  
poi nt  of  vi ew. I  don't  t hi nk I 'd cer e to ser ve i n a eepr epat ed 
uni t  l i ke they have down at  Shel by, but  I  woul dn't  mind poi ng 
i nt o the Army, 

November  7, 1945 Mi scel l aneous 

Doi  came over  today wi t h a gi r l  from St , Loui s who came 
down to appl y f or  a j ob t eachi ng at  the uni ver s i t y. She had 
a cer t i f i cat e to t each J apanese i n J apan and al so spoke per f ect  
Engl i sh. She wasbor n down i n I ndi ana and spoke wi t h a s l i pl t l y 
sout her n accent . She sai d she had been i n J apan for  84 year 3 
and di dn't  car e to have any par t  of  i t . 

ue aeci ded to go to a show, but  the gi r l  was concer ned 
about  get t i ng to the st at i on to cat ch the t r ai n back to St , Loui s . 
When we pot  i n t he t heat r e, we had to separ at e because i t  was 
too cr owded. <'e al l  apr eed to come out  vt en the pi ct ur e came 
to t he poi nt  when we went  i n. At  t hat  poi nt , we wal ked out  but  
no Doi  or  t he pi r l . Tomi  and I  stood around f or  a hal f  hour , 
but  they di dn't  show up. I n di sgust , we wal ked home i n  ̂the r ai n 
and as we wer e hal f  way home we r an i nt o Mi yoko I t o I chi ya3u. 

I t  was l i ke meet i np an ol d f r i end i n a foreie- n count r y. 
We never  di d know her  so wel l  i n Ber kel ey, but  we t al ked 83 
i f  we had known each ot her  i nt i mat el y for  year s. I t  was r eal l y 
»wel l  to see her agai n. f l e exchanged addr esses and phone numbers 
and t hen went  r unni ng on our  way. 

November  6, 1943 Kev. Sai  

I  don't  t hi nk we have to wor ry about  S mel t zer  gumming up 
ever yt hi ng i n the r eset t l ement  pr opr am. The nat i onal  chur ch 
counci l  wi l l  deci de on pol i c i es . vVe ar e t r yi np hard to pet  al l  
t hechur ches i nt er est ed i n t hi s and we must  have a uni for m na-
t i onal  pol i cy. Smel t zer  does not  count  f or  ver y much i n the 
nat i onal  pi ct ur e aibthouph he does t al k qui t e a bi t  around her e. 
We ar e s t i l l  i n a t r ansi t i onal  st age, ve have about  £00 or  

300 Ms e i  at t endi np chur ches now. We knor  t hat  t hi s i s onl y 
a smal l  number , but  t hi s i s a bepi nni ng and we ar e qui t e pl eased, 
l 'hey ar e al l  Chr i s t i ans, I  don't  know what  can be done about  
the Buddhi st s. Somet hi ng wi l l  have to be pl anned for  them. 



Fi el d I totes 
ivOve..:ter  5, 194£ 
Shi  t 'l 'tsni  

e went  out  to Pes Pl ai nes t oni ght  to v i s i t  Bi l l  and Saki ko 
end f el t  very uncomfor t abl e al l  t he way out  t her e. I  had hear d 
aoout  t he bi g r i ot  i n Tul a Lake dur i ng the af t er noon, bi  t  i t  en 
we got  on the t r ai n at  t he Nor t hwest er n depot  I  coul dn't  hel p 
but  not i ci ng that  everyd>he had a newspaper . T hi s was nat ur al  
si nce we were on a commuter  t r ai n to the subur bs andever yone 
r eads on hi s wqy home. A 11 f i ve of  the eveni ng paper s car r i ed 
headl i nes about  Tul e l ake. Some j ust  had "J ap Bl ot "; ot her s had 
account s of  "20 Bayonet  t ed". Everyone al l  the way down the l i ne 
was r eadi ng auout  i t  and we coul dn't  hel p but  not i ci ng because 
we were s i t t i ng i n the back of  t he t r ai n. As we l ooked up t her e 
was headl i ne af t er  headl i ne. I  l ooked out si de i nt o the pl at for m 
ma there agai n al most  ever yone was r eadi ng a paper �scout  the 
r i ot . As we got  of f  t he t r ai n a number  of  oeopl e st ar r ed at  
us and we di d f eel  r at her  uncomfor t abl e knowing-  t hat  t he news of  
the r i ot  i n r ul e was f r esh i n t hei r  mi nds. 

Bi l l  met  us at  t he st at i on and dr ove us over  to hi s br ot her 's 
pl ĉe to pi ck up Saki ko end. we then went  over  to the Kaooa to 
get  I r ene. We thenwent  over  to the Shi gas and wai t ed for  the 
gi r l s to make the sandwi dches for  next  day's l unch. 

Bi l l  pr esent ed on of  hi s schemes f or  publ i c r el at i ons to 
ask me what 'i  t hought  about  i t . L i s pl an was to wi n over  the 
Amer i can l egi on Post  i n Des Pl ai nes and Par k Hi dge to the i dea 
of  adopt i ng youngst er s of  hi gh school  age and to pi ve them a. 
chance" to get  an Amer i can educat i on r at her  than the i nf er i or  
t r ai ni ng they ar e get t i ng i n the camps. He f el t  that  he wr s 
successf ul  because the Amer i can Legi on r epr esent at i ve from I>es 
Pl ai nes was the onl y man at  the I l l i noi s C onvent i on to vote 
agai nst  t he ant i - Ni sei  r esol ut i on. He f el t  t hat  the nat i onal  
or gani zat i on was al most  a hopel ess case, but  t hat  he coul d 
work on the var i ous l ocal  chapt er s as some of  t he peopl e had 
i n Mi nnesot a. 

,ye went  over " to a C hi nese r est aur ant  i n Par k Mdpe where 
i j i  kono end the Sal es were pr esent . «Ve chat t ed dur i ng the 

di nner  ana then al l  went  over  to the Sal es. We t al ked over  
al l  sor t s of  t hi ngs and then l ef t . Bal es was appar ent l y a L>ig 
shot  i n Park hi age whose suppor t  Bi l l  wanted r at her  badl y. 

I  got  the i mpr essi on from t hi s v i s i t  t hat  the few Ni sei  
i n i>es PI  i ocs wfere doi ng the ki nd of  work t hat  the JV?.A dreamed 
about  when they spoke of  "i nt egr at i on"�what ever  they meant  by 
t hat . There i s consi der abl e mi ngl i ng wi th the Caucasi ans and no 
conf l i ct  afc al l . The Ni sei , ar e behavi ng ver y we'l l  ana sr ecr eat i r g 
an excel l ent  i mpr essi on. 

When we got  home we met  a Ni sei  f el l ow who sai d that  he 
used to be i n the same church wi th Fr ank and sai d t̂ hat  Frank 
was hi s basket bal l  coach for  t he chur ch team. 



f i el d Rot es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
Eovember  6, 1942 
Shi but ani  

Vi si t or s 

Tal l y: Boy, t hat  Tul e Lake r i ot  was swift  bad. Al most  everybody 
al l  over  t he count ry ¿now about  i t . I t ' s goi ng to mean t hat  the 
peopl e won't  even gi ve us a chance. A coupl e of  more i nci dent s 
l i ke t hat  the r eset t l ement  may be al l  vahsed up. 

I 'm t r yi np to pet  a j ot  i n the ci t y l i br ar y down town so 
t hat  I  can r et  access to books. I f  I  work t her e I  can take out  
as many books as i  want  and keep them unt i l  ot her  eopel  ask 
for  them. I 'm t r yi ng to f i ni sh up a coupl e of  paper s end make 
up my i ncompl et es. 

Ast er i  Sumi  wi l l  gr aduat e i n Febr uar y and I  don't  know what  we' 
goi ng to co af t er  t hat . 1 guess she can worry at out  t hat  t hen. 

I  not i ce that  C.O.P . i s doi ng wel l  i n f oot bal l t hi s year . 
I  sure iXiiss t he games, t hough. hemember  hox" we used to si t  i n 
t hat  crowded stadi um end cheer  for  the l osi ng team. C.O.P . 
used to l ose al l  the t i me when we were t her e, out  now that  we 
ar e i n Chi cago, bt apg t ur ns out  a wi nni ng team. Maybe they 
mi ght  go to the Rose B owl . Woul dn't  t hat  be j ust  swel l ? 
1 t hi nk ever yt hi ng about  St ockt on i s bet t er  than her e. ï ï ven 
the way that  the? used to del i ver  al l  the newspaper s to gour  
door st eps was bet t er  than her e. I 'm get t i ng used to a t i g 
ci t y now, but-  I  t hi nk t hat  St . Loui s i s bet t er  than Chi cago. 
That 's because i t s i  l i t t l e smal l er  t han Chi cago. 

I  he-  J d about  t hat  dance over  at  the Ashi ànd audi t or i um 
but  I  don't  t hi nk I 'm goi ng to go. I  hsar  i t ' s eoi np to ce 
pret t y wi l d and I  don't  want  to be seen t her e vi t h those wi l d 
boys." I  ho;i d t hat  some of  the ot her  ki ds were pl anni ng to go 
but  I 'd r at her  go to our  school  dances. The Vopue school  spon-
sored some tea dances for  us. I t ' s al l  i nvi t at i onal  and we 
had a swel l t i me. lîo r owdi es coul d come i n or  anyt hi ng. L'hat  
way à ou can enj oy your sel f , cut  i n t hèse bi g dances you al ways 
have to worry at out  your  r eput at i on. 



F i ol d Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
Shi but ani  

Ber r y and Ooi  

rip vomb or  11. 1945 

Bar r y was expect ed i n t own t oday end Doi  came over  i n t he 
evening* t o wai t  f or  hi m. He had made ar r angement s wi t h hi s 
l andl ady so t hat  Bar r y coul d st ay wi t h hi m f or  a whi l e. X 
got  t he I mpr essi on t hat  Doi  want ed Bar r y t o l i ve wi t h hi m now 
t hat  bot h of  t h m wer e t o be i n Chi cago. Hour s passed but  we 
got  no phone cal l  f r om Bar r y so we cont i nued t o t al k , Doi  &ai d: 

" I  t hi nk t hat  t he boys ar e al l  t hi nki ng about  money. That 's 
about  t he onl y t hi ng t hey ever  t al l : about  ot her  t han women. Al l  
t hey 'r e concer ned about  i s wher e t hei r  money goes, one of  t he 
bad t r ai t s of  t he J apanese i s t o sal t  away al l  t hei r  money but  
t o keep on i nsi st i ng t hat  t hey don't  heve any ?.o t hat  ot her s 
won't  come t o bor r ow f rom t hem. I  t hi nk t hese f el l ows have 
caught  t hat  f rom t hei r  par ent s. They al l  say t hat  t hei r  money 
i s goi ng l i ke wat er  of f  of  a duck's back, but  I  know damn wel l  
t hat  t hey coul dn't  possi bl y spend al l  t hat  t hey make, 

" I  f eel  odd and a l i t t l e di f f er ent  now t hat  I 'm or ki ng. 
I  f eel  as t hough I 'M an adul t , when you'r e on your  own and 
you'r e maki ng your  own money, you can do as you pl ease. I 'm 
not  used t o I t  so I  f eel  a l i t t l e f unny. But  I  do f eel  grown 
up, t hough." 

November  15. 1943 

I  had j ust  got t en up t o r an down t o t he of f i ce t o i nt er vi ew 
a f ol l ow vixen Chi eko phoned f r om t he Uni ver si t y and sai d t hat  
Bar r y had pl ionod f r om t he depot . Chi eko sai d t hat  she t ol d hi m 

t o si t  t i ght  and t hat  someone woul d come f or  hi m. Si nce I  had 
t o i nt er vi ew, Tomi  r an down t o t ho Uni on Depot  af t er  him.. I  
was buoy al l  day find t hen about  f our  i n t he af t er noon I  went  
home wi t h Do i . Bar r y was t her e. Doi  cancel l ed at  dat e so t hat  
he coul d t ake Bar r y home al t hough he was a l i t t l e a ngr y about  
doi ng t hat  si nce Bar r y had not  wi r ed us i n t i me f or  hi m t o br eak 
t he dat e wi t hout  some embar r assment . About  5:50 we t ook Bar r y 
t o a Chi nese r est aur ant , end Doi , af t er  maki ng ar r angement s wi t h 
Bar r y about  keys, went  out  on anot her  dat e. Torn! sai d t hat  she 

was di sgust ed wi t h Bar r y when she went  t o t he st at i on because he 
was dr essed J ust  t he way t he nen dr ess i n t he camps. She sai d 
she bawl ed hi m out  and t ol d hi m t o put  on a t i e and t o r epl ace 

hi s sweet er  wi t h a coat . 

November  15. 1945 

Bar r y came i n and compl ai ned t hat  he had not  seen Doi  at  
al l  al t hough t hey wer e l i vi ng t oget her . l ie sai d t her e wer e 
sever al  t hi ngs he want ed t o ask Doi  but  t hat  he had not  been 
home ei t her  on Sat ur day or  Sunday ni ght s . 



November  16, 1945 

Bar r y: Doi  f i nal l y came i n l ast  n&ght . Gee, I 'v e boon l i vi ng 
wi t h li3Xi  si nce Sat ur day, but  I ' v e seen hi m onl y a hal f  hour  
except  f or  l ast  ni ght . I  di dn't  know ho went  out  t o wol f  t hat  
of t en, 

Do i : God, t hat  guy Bar r y gr i t s hi s t eet h i n hi s ai eep ant  i f  
t her e i s one t hi ng I  hat e i t  »3 guys who gr i t  t hei r  t eet h i n 
t hei r  s l eep. I  can't  st and i t . I  don't  know what  t he do wi t h 
t hat  guy because he j ust  won't  f i t  i nt o t he company I  go around 
wi t h her e i n Chi cago. He's t oo vul gar . Ee's j ust  goi ng t o 
have t o f i nd a new room, t hat 's al l . I 'm not  sur e whet her  he's 
goi ng to get  a j ob t eachi ng at  t he uni ver si t y ei t her . I  t ol d 
I l al pcr n what  I  t hought  of  hi m, but  I  don't  know what  t he ol d 
man goi ng t o do. I  can't  st and havi ng t hat  guy ar ound. I  
know t hat  he knows a l ot  more J apanese t han I  do, but  I  don't  
t hi nk he's t he ki nd of  f el l ow t hat  wi l l  get  al ong wi t h t he men 
we'r e t eachi ng� The t r oubl e wi t h Bar r y i s t hat  l ie t al ks t oo 
much, he's al ways r i bbi ng me and I  don't  l i ke i t . He makes 
t oo many di r t y cr acks. 

November  17, 1945 

Bar r y: I  got  a j ob at  t he Al l oy Company t oday. I t ' s pr et t y 
good. I  went  t o t he V/.R.A. and t ol d Ol son I  want ed a j ob. He 
knew me f r om t he t i me t hat  he came down t o Kohwer  and he f i xed 
me up r i ght  away* l ie cal l ed up t hi s pl ace and gave them a bi g 
l i ne about  me and t hey accept ed me r i ght  away. I  know t hi s j ob 
at  t he uni ver si t y i s bet t er , but  Eal per n v/as ki nd of  hesi tal rfc 
so I 'm not  goi ng to count  on i t . He sai d somet hi ng about  my 
f at her  bei ng i nt er ned, but  I  don't  t hi nk t hat 's t he r eal  r eas6n 
because Do i 's f at her  was i nt er ned and t her e or e a couol e of  guys 
t eachi ng t her e who wer e i nt er ned t hemsel ves. Anyway, i n case 

i t  does come t hr ough I  t ol d t he boss t hat  I  mi ght  have t o go 
wor k f or  t he Army but  i n t he meant i me I ' l l  wor k wi t h hi m. The 
whol e t hi ng l ooks pr et t y good. Now I  have to f i nd a pl ace to 
st ay. I  don't  t hi nk I  can staywi fch Do i . 

Doi  was saythi i i g t hat  he was t hi nki ng of  f i ndi ng a pl ace 
f or  about  $60 or  $70. He sai d t hat  he want ed t o have a ni ce 
pl ace wher e he can ent er t ai n hi s f r i ends. I  t hi nk t hi s t eac-
chi ng st uf f  &ot  i nt o hi s head. He's s t i l l  t he same dumb bas-
t ar d I  Hl ways knew, but  he j ust  t hi nks he's a. bi g shot  now. 

VJe t hen went  t o a movi e and as we came out  we saw wal ki ng ahead 
of  us Doi  and ni ne other-  Ni sei  f el l ows. Doi  sai n t hat  he di dn't  

f eel  comfor t abl e Wi t h al l  t he Ni sei  and wal ked behi nd wi t h us . 
The ot her  ni ne f el l ows wer e wal ki ng t oget her . Bar r y hadn't  seen 

t he ot her  f el l ows f or  a l ong t i me so he wal ked ahead t o t al k t o 
t hem, but  he di dn't  seem t o have much success get t i ng al ong 

wi t h t he boys end cSme back. The f our  of  us t hen went  over  t o 
our  pl ace and had cof f ee. I n t he gener al  conver sat i on, Doi  and 
Bar r y agr eed f or  a change. They f el t  t hat  t he Ni sei  ar e al ways 
r emi ni sci ng about  t he past . They l i ve i n t he nast  and ar e al -
ways t al ki ng about  t he good ol d days. 



F i el d Not est  Fr ee Associ at i on 
November  16, 1945 
Shi but ani  

Conver sat  i on 

The i nt er vi ewer  was ext r emel y f or t unat e t o be abl o t o s i t  
i n on a spont aneous end i nf or mal  bul l  sessi on. Tie went  over  t o 
i nt er vi ew a Ni sei  woman, but  v/hen he ar r i ved he found two vi s i t or s 
who had cone unexpect edl y. They wer e ol der  Ni sei �bet ween 30 and 
40�and t hey i gnor od t he i nt er vi ewer  and cont i nued wi t h t hei r  
conver sat i on. Thi s r eveal s aui t e wel l  t he ki nd of  t hi ngs wi t h 
whi ch t he r esot t l er s ar e pr i mar i l y concer ned. 

Mr » Kono: I  haven't  got t t o a J ob ar ound her e yet . I ' v e boon 
ar ound about  two weeks now but  haven't  h-  d any l uck. I  don't  
know what  t o do. I 'v e got  a wi f e and some ki ds back i n t he 
ccnt or  and I  have t o get  them r eset t l ed. I t ' s har d t o r ot  good 
j obs r round her o. Chi cago's r eal l y her d on f ami l y peopl e. I f  
I  wr i t e back I 'm goi ng t o t el l  al l  f ami l y peopl e t o st ay i n camp. 
They can't  make a go on t he wages t hey pay her e. I  t hi nk t he 
aver age j obs pay about  60 t o 65 cent s, v ou can't  suppor t  a 
f ami l y on t hat . 

r Tr . I shi da: 1 know some guys who got  more t han t hat . They'r e 
r eal l y r aki ng i n a l ot  of  money. 

' r . Kono: I f  you'r e a f r i end of  Bon Yonhi oka i t ' s O.K . I  know 
a f ol l ow who usod t o know Ben pr et t y wel l  who came i n on Thur sday; 
went  t o t he V/RA on Fr i day; and wont  t o wor k on r  onday f or  85 
cent er s an hour . l ie wor ks 54 hour s and over t i me begi ns at  40 
hour s. I  o get s about  50 t o 60 bucks a week. I  hear  Bon was 
savi ng t he j ob f or  t he guy. 

I "r . I shi da: That 's r eal l y di r t y . I f  some of  t he hakuj i n t her e 
di d t hat  i t  woul dn't  be so bad, but  f or  a ni honj i n t o do a t hi ng 
l i ke t hat  i s r oal l y di r t y . 

Mr . Kono: The cost  of  l i vi ng around her e i s hi gh, see. Even a 
si ngl e guy woul d have a har d t i me. I f  you eat  out  t hr oe t i mes a 
day, t hat ' l l  cost  you $3.00 a day. You can't  make i t . Then some 
guys J ust  don't  know what  t o do wi t h money. Some of  t hese guys 

never  had any money bef or e. See, t hey used t o work f or  t hei r  
ol d men, t hey onl y got  a l i t t l e money when t hey asked f or  i t . 
Now t hey got  a l ot o, and t hey go ni ght  cl ubs and go t o t he 
r aces anc* r>lay t he moni es. They spend f or  30 t o 150 bucks i n 
one day. Most  Ni sei  wer e l ucky t o get  35 bucks bef or e t he war . 

Mr . I shi da: Yeah, some of  t hese guys goi ng t o r egr et  i t  af t er  
t he war . 

Nr . Kono: The t r oubl e wi t h t he Y/RA i s t hat  t hey onl y gi ve you a 
choi ce of  t hr ee j obs. They deci de what  you ought  t o do. They 
don't  gi ve you a chance. You wal k i n and t hey t al k t o you a coupl e 
of  mi nut es and t hen t o l l  you you onl y got  a choi ce of  a coupl e of  

j obs. They don't  even l ot  you see what  el se t hey got . Hel l , 
t hat 's no - ay t o do. I  used t o be t he head at  Gi l a of  t he Out si de 
Empl oy l ent  Sect i on and I  hel ped a l ot  of  peopl e cone out . I  
t hought  t hat  al l  t he j obs wer e i nvest i gat ed end ever yt hi ng and 
t hat 's why I  encour aged peopl e t o come out  her e. I  come her e 



end f i nd out  di f f er ent . These puyo don't  chock up on not hi ng. 
They j ust  r r eb anyt hi ng t hey can r et  end t el l  you t o go out. t her e 

end shi f t  f or  yousol t f . I f  I  hed Inaovm t hat , I  woul dn't  have 
advi sed eopl e t o cone out . I  know now. You have t o know Ben 
Yobhi oka t o r et  a r ood j ob. 

nr . I shi da: I f  he wer e a hakuj i n I  woul dn't  f eel  so bed, but  f or  
i  I  i sei  i t ' s no r ood. He shoul d r i ve al l  an enual  chanco. 

r r . Kono: Thi s f ol l ow knew Ren's f o l ks . That 's why ho r ot  a 
£ood j ob. 

I  r . I nhi da: Some peopl e or e maki ng oui t e a bi t  t hough. I  worked 
on t he west  s i de £s a pr essman end r ot  01.05 an hour ,but  i t  was 

t oo f ar » I  t ook f our  hour s goi nc up and beck. I  coul dn't  put  i n 
no ver t l ne because I  hr d t o t r avel . I  know a f el l ow r ot t i ng 
01.35 on hour . l ie r ot s pl ent y of  over t i me t oo. l ie r et s doubl e . 
t i ne onl y on Sunday. I  don't  f eel  l i ke worki nr , on Sunday t hough. 
Hel l , you r ot  t o r ot  some enj oynent  out  of  l i f e, huh, 

Mr . Kono I  I  h ar  do cr i t i cs r et  r ood pay. I  know a f el l ow who 
came out  wi t h bi r  ambi t i ons. jMo go. Then he r ot  hi s wi f e out  
end t hey t ook a domest i c j ob on t he nor t h s i de. Now t hey r ot  
room and boar d f or  t he coupl e and two ki ds end a hundr ed and 
f i f t y bucks, '¡very t i n© t hey hr ve a par t y t hey el l  r et  £5 ext r a 
api ece. They cl ear  over  #800 a mont h, except  f or  t ax. I  t ol d 
hi m st ay t her e. He won't  r et  anyt hi ng bet t er  t hen t hat . I  t hi nk 
t he t r oubl e i s t hat  t her e aaron't  many J apanese doi nr  domest i c 
wor k. Ther e wer en't  so many who di d i t  bef or e end t hey'r e not  
used t o t hat  ki nd of  wor k. 

r :r . I shi da: Hur e t her e er e. I n Sen Fr anci sco, Al ameda end 
Oakl and t her e wer e pl ent y of  t hen. l us t  have been about  500 
of  thorn. They wor e al l  domest i cs. 

f 'r s . I shi mot o: How do you got  j obs I l k© t hat ? Gee, t hat  sounds 
r ood. I ' d l i ke t o make money l i ke t hat , 

II  r . Kono: Oh, t hey'r e easy t o r et * l iven t he WRA can get  t hem. 
I  hoar d t hey had 600 domest i c j obs open end t hey'r e not  t aki nc 
any more of  them unt i l  t hey get  t hese f i l l ed, no «Tapenese wi l l  
t ake t hen. That 's t he t r oubl e. 

I l r . I shi da: Ther e's on© f el l ow I  know t hat  I  t hi nk has t he best  
j ob of  al l  t ho ni sei  i n Chi car o. He's e dr af t sman, ho r et s 
i  1.25 an hour  and over t i me. He's ' el l  sot . 

Mr . Kono: Wel l , t he:/1 r e some j obs : i ke t hat , but  t ho V RA i s no 
r ood. You can't  depend on them t o got  j obs l i ke t hat  f or  you. 

?*r . I shi da: Have you hear d of  an empl oyment  agency down f t ov/n 
wi t h a ni sei  wor ki ng i n i t ? 

T'r . Kono: Yeah, I  hear d of  t hem. I  hear d t hey char ge - 20 j ust  
t o make an appl i cat i on. I f  t he j ob i s no r ood, i t ' s t oo bad. I  
hoar d he r et s a commi ssi on on each one. That 's why t hey t ake 
I sso i  end al l . I f  t ho j ob i s r ood, O. K . , but  I  know a gi r l  who 
r ot  e 27.50 j ob "nd had t o pay £>3o. f or  i t . 



Mr* I shi da: Wel l |  i f  oho r ot  e f ood j ob, i t ' s O.K . 

Mr* Kono: I  hcr r d of  a men who r ot  hurl-  i n a machi ne shop, l ie 
had a f ood j ob as o punch machi ne oper at or  and l ost  t hr ee f i nf er s* 
I  t hi nk i t  was hi s thumb an?1 f i r s t  two f i nr ar s . Ho r ot  $5,000 
end a guar ant eed j ob f or  l i f e* Lucky he was wor ki ng f or  a bi n 
company* I  woul dn't  went  t o l ose t hr oe f i nf er s t hough. 

Mr . I shi da: That 's a l ot  of  money* Some peopl e have a l ot  of  
l uck* 

Mr s* I shi mot o: That 's a l ot  of  money, but  I  don't  t hi nk I ' d 
want  t o l oso t hr oe f i nger s t o got  i t . 

r r * I shi da: I  guess not . l i e's set  t hough. I  know some guys 
who have a l ot  of  money t hough. 

HPS. I shi mot oj  Yes t  I  know some peopl e v;ho ar e r eal l y r i ch. 

Mr * I shi da: I  know one nan who wont ed t o buy a l aundr y* He 
hi  d t he cash and ever yt hi ng, l ie has pl ent y of  money and coul d 
hove pai d cash on t he spot * i ie l ooked over  t he pl ace and f i gur ed 

i t  was O.K . no he was al l  set  t o buy. Then t he WRA so i d no. 
I  don't  know* I  r ues a t hey advi sed t hen. 

nr . Kono: Why, i t  was none of  t hei r  denn busi ness. That 's t he 
t r oubl e wi t h t he l  HA. They but t  i n when t hey'r e not  want ed and 
don't  hel p when t hey'r e r eal l y needed. 

nr s . I shi mot oI  Gee, wher e do t hese peopl e r et  al l  t hi s noney? 

F r * I shi da: Some peopl e j ust  hove l ot s of  money. One man I  
know coul dn't  f i nd a house so he so i d he woul d r o buy one. At  
f i r s t  t he pr i ce was i '7,000 ond when t he owner  found out  t he nan 
had t he money t hey put  t he pr i ce up t o f - 10,000. Thi s nan was 
so mad af t er  l ooki ng f or  an apar t ment  t hat  he val d he woul d buy 
i t  anyway. He xfas goi ng ahead, but  I  sai d no. He's e»aay, I  
t ol d hi m. That 's a l ot  of  money, l i e's o bi r  man t hough* He 
used t o have a l onndr y i n Oakl and. 010,000 i s smal l  s t uf f  f or  
hi m. I  hear d some guy bought  a hot el  on Cl ar k St r eet * I  hear  
ho pai d $85,000 f or  i t . 

nr . Kono: I  hoar d about  some of  t hese J apanese boar di ng houses. 
They char ge a l ot . They'r e not  t r yi nc t o hel p t he J apanese 
peopl e, i  hear d one f el l ow hod t o pay HI.4- 0 f or  an eveni ng, 
meal  i n one of  t hose pl aces. 

nr s . I shi mot o: Gee, you coul d r o eat  i n. a r ost aur ant  f or  t hat . 
1 t hi nk you coul d pr obabl y r et  bet t er  f ood t oo. 

nr . Kono: Oh wel l , 1 guess i t ' s bot t cr t han camp. To di dn't  * ave 
much t r oubl e i n Gi l o , but  i t  wasn't  so r ood. I  t hi nk t he onl y 
t r oubl e wo had i n Gi l a wan i n nee "J ab er  when same r ,i boi  put  a 

J apanese f l ar  up on t he h i l l . God, we woke up one nor ni nr  and 
we saw t he hi nomar u no hat  a up t her e, They must  havo been 
hot  heads, hul l ? That  wast he onl y t r oubl e. 



Mr . I shi dai  Post on hed a l ot  of  t r oubl e. I  t hi nk i t  was t he 
wor st  of  el l  t he camps. I t  was hot  end di r t y . We hed pl ent y 
of  t r oubl e. By t he way, hovr  di d you cone out ? 

Mr s . I  hl not o: We cone out  l est  mont h. V/e hed t o si  op at  /sh-
f or k t o wai t  f or  t he t r ai n. The bus ar r i ves ,1ust  i n t i me t o 
mi ss t he t r ai n so we hed t o st ay over ni ght  t her e. They had 
ar r angement s made so we coul d st ay at  t he mot el v you know. 

nr . Koao: Yeah, I  set  t hat  system up. 

f r s . I shl not o: Oh, di d you? Wel l , t hey char ged us § 1 a head 
end ©do l l ar  f or  t r anspor t at i on. Even chi l dr en wer e >1. I t  
cost  mo Gee I  asked t hem. f  do you char ge >1 f or  my si x-
month ol d beby?«, end t hey t ol d me I  coul d t eke i t  or  l eave i t . 
Ther e was not hi ng el se I  coul d do. 

nr . Kono: That 's bad. That 's t oo hi gh. That 's not  t he way we 
f i xed i t  up. X guess t hose hakuj i n know t hat  t her e's not hi ng 
el se wo can do so t hey got  away wi t h t hi ngs l i ke t hat . 

i - xs. I shi not os Yes , § 1 a heed i s t oo hi gh. 

nr . KUDOS Wel l , t r anspor t at i on i s bed anyway. Al l  over , i t ' s 
t hat  way. The ot her  day X went  t o meet  a f r i end end t he t r ai n 
was 12 hour s l et e. He sent  a t el egr am f or  Kansas Ci t y and I t  

ie af t er  ny f r i end was i n. I  net  riy f r i end at  t he st at i on, 
and when I  came home t he t el egr am wos wai t i ng f or  ne. f t  hen we 
cane out , al l  t he t r ei n was f ul l  of  J ? nenese. f ce had a t r ai n el l  
t o our sel ves, but  v/e coul d get  no f ood. The di nner  wes f our  

oar s away end t her e were two t r oopshi ps bet ween us .  ̂ wer e 
buvi nr  box l unches, but  we got  t i r ed of  t hat  so we t ol d t he con-
duct or . He wi r ed ahead end st opped t he t r ei n bef or e Kansas 
Ci t y so we el l  got  out  end hod a hot  meal . He was a good guy. 

Mr . I shi das Wel l , I  guess I  bet t er  be goi ng home. Gi ve my 
r egar ds t o Randol ph wi l l  you? 



F i el d not es: «- rê  -̂ association A1 Doi  
November  17, 194- 5 
Shi but ani  

I  hear d t hey'r e goi ng to have a bi g f i ght  over  at  t hat  dance at  

Ashl and Hal l . I  hear d t hat  some Sant a Ahi t a guys ar e l ayi ng f or  

each ot her  and t hey 'r e r eal l y goi ng t o have i t  out . I  hear d t hat  

some guys ar e sor e at  t he Nor t hwest  boys t oo. I f  you go t o t hat  

dance you guys bet t er  go st ag. You can r un out  f ast er  t hat  way. 

I  got  i nvi t ed t o t hat  Vogue School  dance. I t ' s pr et t y good, 

I  hear . I t ' s t ea ahd dance. They had a coupl e bef or e. I t ' s by 

i nvi t at i on onl y. 

Most  of  t he boys ar e t hi nki ng of  emi t t i ng t hei r  j obs. From 

t he£r  t al k I  t hi nk al l  of  them ar e emi t t i ng. They never  l i ked 

t hei r  j obs anyway, and now t hat  i t ' s get t i ng col der  t hey'r e bi t chi ng 

about  t he cl i mat e. They want  t o get  bet t er  j obs. They got  t hese 

j obs l ong t i me ago and by now t hey've hear d of  guys wi t h bet t er  

j obs and t hey want  t o emi t . 



yi el d Not es: j r ee Associ at i on 
November  18, 1943 
Shi but ani  

"The J apasapa boys r eal l y gr i pe me. Our  boys go to work i n 

coat s ana t i es and change when they get  t her e. But  some of  t hese 

goddam boochi es don't  have any sense. They go t o work i n f i l t hy 

wor k cl ot hes and they s i t  r i ght  next  to hakuj i n who ar e dr essed 

up. Nat ur al l y t he hakuj i n donf t  l i ke i t . The/ woul dn't  eve l i ke 

i t  even i f  anot h r  di r t y hakuj i n sat  next  t o them. Gome of  t hese 

boochi es never  grwo up and don't  r eal i ze t hat  t hey ar e not  b- ck 

home anymor e. I  can't  see how t hey can be so dumb af t er  goi ng 

t hr  ugh evacuat i on  ̂ and al l  t hat . They s t i l l  t hi nk t hey'r e back 

i n skl dr ow and they t hi nk t hat  peopl e wi l l  l augh at  them i f  t hey 

wear  neckt i es. The � make f un of  ach ot her  i f  any of  t he nfcflon-

;i ns go i n coat s and t i er  and say t hat  t hey ar e rnooty or  th? t  

t hey al ways want  to bo dr essed up. I t ' s uys l i ke t 'at  t hr t  ar e 

goi ng tc wr eck our  chances i n C?i ca' o.'r  



r i el a not es : Fr eo Assoc i at i on 
Ntfvesnbor  18, 1943 
Sht t ut anl  

T u l l  ;:>csnion. 

n'ai i o: The Ui sei  ar e J ust  ahi f t i nr . tran ene j ob t o anot hor  wi t hout  
my r onaon f on c' an.*?l wt  Al i  t he boys nf pr  nt  ny pi no© soy t het  
t her e'n not hi np VTOÍ IT: wi t h t ho i r  J obs, but  t hoy vmnt  t o chango 
anyv«:;v. I  t hi nk t het  t he f cct  t hat  i t *s r ot t i ne r  l i t t l e col a 
J ust  acido t o el i  t hol r  bocf s* Ono r onson why t hep'r e not  sat i s -
t'od i s thr ;¿ t hor e l o no >ercenton© t ho i r  ot nyi nc ĥer o t hey 

r r ot  '2hc~r  J ust  weko up i r . t ho no mi na and co t o r cor f c end t hey ' l l  
1 c o on i /ol nr  t o v;ork a l i  t ! o r est  a? t he I r  l i ve©« Samo of  t hos© 
du i ) i i aJ raJ in mi f  hfc be sat i s f i cd ri t- h t hr t  but  t he r i s ei  f óst  
con * t  otai l d i t . 

Do i  s Tn r  bi e p l an t  t her o f s no f eo ü n r  t hat  r .nyt hi nc bol ones 
t o t ou. ,r ou J ust  v;ork f or  cono baet r r d nho doosnf f  car o i f  you 
f- .'oòsc t o t iooth !io day af t er  he f i r os Ton can t  r ot  
at t aohed t o any enr pany l i l e© t het . 

Ta *os Tal ee ne, f or  o%r n:nl c# X f ot  t  r osponsi bl e J nb. Pí a 
r- .tv t»xi t  f-  r enr n of  t he whoí o pl ent » but  t ho onl y rer  son why 
I *si  ot r yi nf t  t hor e i s t hat  X*ñ Savi na vr> onmr h noney t o r o t o 
ecbool . I  dor 't  know f or  sur e t i i er o I *m r oi nr  or  nhat  t o t r ko, 

bvt  T -:tbi\t  t o -  ot  ny f l or r eo ñor  t hat  I f v c f i ni shed up t hr oe 
y car o» I  ask t hi s üunb bast ar á nhet  t he do, but  he sayn he 
doosn't  I j i cf j , 

Do i : v o l i , why shoul d 1 be r osponsi bl o f or  your  f ut ur e* Af t er  
e l i , vou'r o ei der  t han I  cew Yon t oi or , t hat  »o a f unny t l i ai i e, 

but  ov r ybody cenes t o ne t o ask no f or  t dvi eo» 1 don f t  inox? 
not Ui ng," Ti :o et hor  d e Sen Eubat e cane up t o ne and arfcefi  - o 
f or  sono advi oc be causo h© r amt et ì  t o FCCT nar r l ed» v;hen 1 TOS 
i n Gt ockt on Ben mi s t on yoar a oi dor  t han ne and ¿ f cad t o l ook 
up t o l i ba be:causo he i ras r  bi c l oui e i n t ho oonnmi t y end x _ 
él í i n't  cour t  f or  cr ap» Hot/ ho coj  os t o ask r e f or  ac v i c e, ¿ 
eur o f o l t  f unny, t honch* 

Tc- nio* Yepi h, I  not i cod t hr t  t oo . Tho af e di f i er en©e t oéont  
noni  c t en v,hi nc cu&ynosc. The or no l e t r ae of  al i  t he bi t  
shot e t hat  usai  t o ntrufc nr ound bef or o t ho r cr r » Ri f ht  rov?, vhcsr 'r e 
no bet t or  o f f  t han t he yovnn punks. "hos© ner o t ho r ryr . vho 
ôr e t oo 'oofi  t o p.o t o vocat i onal  school  r nd used t o l aur a at  

t ho /uyo v ô v/cr t  t hor e, but  r í r ht  novt  t hey f r o t i shi nr  t o r oa 
t 'f i t  t :i ev ví orcxiH t oo gr ound t h m. Thcy o mo f l or a t o our  }ov©l  

no- .;. Tl iey ¡ .v n i , t  r àt  r  dm® t hi nn t o r how - or  r l l  t ! oí r  
brar -  I ne - M sht t t i nr . A l ot  of  t hoso nuys went  t o refe nar r i of t  
nov; t hat  tbcj fctrc m?ay f r en t hei r  per ent e, but  t he f al o ar e ki nd 

of  skopt i oal  about  t hen. 

Do i : vou'r o t al k i i u% I  t hi nk nar r i a- e wl l l  sol vo a l ot  of  
' t>robl cns# l £kc r l i i bs sens , t ho |>oonl o hav  ̂ a f oo l i nj  :at  
t hoy don't  bel one t o anyt hi r .g. X t hi nl : t hat  most  of  t he f ol l ona 
r oa l y do f ec i  t hat  t hoy dor .H bol oi v;; t o enyt hi nr . and t hat  nobc*y 
r i voa c dcsan about  t heo. I f  t hoy f  ot  nar r i ad t hr t  vJ ou?.d Hel p 
a "?ot . That  wi l l  r i vo t han sonot hi nc t o v?ork f or  and ncnet l i i ne 
t o hGBG on t o . I  C.ucss i f  a f o l l ow had sonet hi nc t o hang on 

t o ho eoul d t al K) r  ui t e a boat  i ne» 



Perniol  Yeah, a l ot  of  f ol l ows want  t o r ot  mar r i ed, I  (moan r l l  
of  us t hi nk about  i s ser i ousl y now end t hen, I ' v e boon ki nd 

of  wor r i ed about  i t  but  I  went  t o r ot  t hr our h school  end pot  a 
l i t t l e more est abl sl ehd bef or e I  t ake t hoi fct el  st op, 

Doi i  The t r oubl e wi t h you, Tami o, i s t hat  you bvq t oo car ef ul  
end t oo honest . I ' v e got  a nusumosnn up i n Mi nnesot a t hat 's 
r eal l y r i pe f or  t he pi ck i ng, I ter  ol d an i s e r i ch f er mer and 
he coul d send no t o school  f or  l i f e . She's ki nd of  expensi ve, 
but  her  ol d nan's r ot  t he dourft  t o t ake car e of  us , She's 
( oi ng t o school  now, but  X eon wai t  f or  her  t o eo ô out . I n 
t he meant i me, I  can pi ck t he pl uns around her e« 

Tami o I  That 's t he t r oubl e wi t h you, Do i . Al l  you t hi nk about  
i s your sel f . You'r e mar r yi ng t hat  Gi r l  f or  her  money and you'r e 
not  t hi nki ng at  al l  about  how she's cooing t o t i ke i t  and hot ; she's 
coi nc; t o f eel  when she f i nds out  what  a r at  you ar e. You'r e 
r eal l y coi n*; t o hur t  sane gi r l  yet , Do i , I n a way, I  ha gl ad 
t hat  r i ch l ef t  you i n a l ur ch and mar r i ed somebody el se. I f  
she nar r i o& you, she'd have t o spend t he r est  of  her  l i f e J ust  
pl eased your  f at  st omach, Al l  you t hi nk about  i s your sel f  and 
when somebody el se does scr ot hi nc hi  t r y , you r et  aor o nnd say 

t hat  ho i s sel f i sh. That 's t he t r oubl e wi t h you. You'r e poi ng 
t o f i nd so: eddny t hat  you'r e not  happy. You'r e feeing t o f i nd 

t hat  you'r e poi nr  t o keep r eachi ng but  you'l l  never  get  your  f u l l . 

Do i s 0 , K , , 0 , K , , keep nr eachi nr  t o me, I  know you'r e a Chr i st i an 
You'r e .l ust  l i ke Shi bs , You'r e al ways l ect ur i ng about  one t hi ne 
or  anot her , I 'm t hi nki ng of  somet hi ng more pr act i cal , I 'm 
t hi nki ng of  haul i ng i n son© dou ĥ, I 'm t hi nki ng of  st ar t i ng a 
c l i ni c f or  psychi at r i c wor k, I 'm roi i r** t o ho t he manager  nnd 
I  can r et  a coupl e of  dufab pr n uat e st udent s t o r i ve t he guys 
t he wor ks. The Ni sei  r eal l y need t hat  nnd when t hey hear  about  

i t  t hey wi l l  cone by t he hundr eds. You can r eal l y haul  i n t he 
money, 

Vi s i t or : But  t hat  i sn't  f ai r . You r eal l y our,l it  t o have some 
good psychi at r i st s . Af t er  a l l , you'r e deal i ng wi t h human l i ves 

and I  woul dn't  t r ust  t hoso Gr aduat e st udent s, Thoy don t  know 
anyt hi ng» I  know one t hat  t r i ed t o hypnot i ze me so t hat  he coul d 
at t ack no, I  woul dn't  t r ust  t hoso f o l i o s at  a l l , 

Doi ; l  o l l , t hat 's not  ti  e i dea. The i dea i s t o make money, I 'm 
don't  car e whet her  t hose {;uya r et  cor r oct ed or  not , I  j ust  want  
t o r ot  a cou <lo of  nr adunt e st udent s t o r i ve same t est s t o t hese 

nai ad J ust  odl i i sei  so t hat  t he f r uys wi l l  t hi nk t hat  t hoy ar e get t i ng 
t hei r  money's wor t h, I  know t hat  t hose t est s ar e no r ood, but  
so what ? The i dea'' t o make noney. I t ' s .l ust  l i ke a doct or . 
One doct or  can .l ust  l ook at. you and t el l  you you'r e 0#K , , but  

you'r e not  s&t i s f i od wi t h t hat  because you t hi nk he mi ssed some» 
Ohi nr . So you r o t o some cr ook who r eal l y r oes over  you wi t h 
so :e f ancy omi i pment  and you f eel  t hat  he gave you hi s r onoy's 
wot ht . He' l l  pr obabl y t ol l  you t he same t hl n$ as t he f i r s t  
r uy, but  you' l l  f eel  bet t er . That 's t he i dea, - lake 'en t hi nk 
t hoy r ot  t hei r  money's wor t h. I f  t he busi ness t ur ns out  f or  t he 
wor st  you can al ways pul l  out  and r o somewhere el se, I  f i r ur o 
* j n t > 4 « « u / - 0*� t hi s way. We'r e l i v i nr  f r om 
day t o day find why wor r y about  t he f ut ur e. I f  wor se cones t o 



wor oe, I  con go bnck t o t he f er a or  st ar t  sono cr ooked buei ness 
sonopl aco ol so# I , v o beer? t hl nk i ng t hat  wi t h el i  t he boochi os 
ar ound hcr e ì t  ni ght  bo e good i dee t o s t ar t  one of  t ho se g ambl l ng 
houses l i ke wc hed acm on cent er  St r eet  i n S+ookt on* I  don f t  
know, t her e pught  t o b© nonet hi ng on ent or ar i o ì ng r uy een do t o 
haul  i n sane dough» 

Vi s i t o r : Ha ve you t hour ht  of  st ar t i ng r  whor ehouee? I  t hl nk 
yoi i »r e j ust  at out  l ow enough t o st ar t  ono. 

Tar al o: Yoah, Dei  won't  say so i n sono r any worcì n, but  I  een eoe 
t hat  i dee wr i t t on i n t he baci : of  hi n nl nd a l i  t he t i ne« 

Do i : !J o, no . nnyt hi ng, bi  t  t hat » I  j$oy go pr et t y l owf  but  I  
won°t  be a pi np« I  woul t ì nft  bo ab l e t o l ook mycol f  i n t he f ac e. 

Tar i l o i  Ah9 v;hat  ar o you t r y l ng t o band us$ 

Do i l  I  bc l l cve i n mai l i ng noney by provi ci  i ng whot  peopl e noed» 
I  know t hat  we noed a booch whor ehouse hor e, but  I  wat t  *t  st ar t  
t hat . Af t er  al i -  J f m a human i t ar i an at  hear t # 1 % f i gur i ng 
maybe I f  11 co t &/ t he Or èènt  af t er  t he war . I  con el ways cot  
a j ob t or chi ne Snel l eh i n J epan» I  m*y vs vi ol i  get  vhot evor  I  
con hcr e and t hen >ul l  out # Ther e*8 al ways a chance i n t ho 
Or i ent  f or  - >nyVody VJ Ì IO i mows Tl ngl i si u X wr nt  t o do some kincì  
of  wor k t l i et fs r oì ng t o do sono good. But , you knowt  now and 
t hen I f v e got  t o havo a t oni o t o mako no wor k. 1 rcmorubor  whon 
I  nas i n nt J Louào, I  uaefi  t o aot  pr et t y l or  v/hon in. r ai ned end 
I  coul dn*t  f o out  or  anyt hi ng» I  hod e l et t or  frere a f r i end i n 
eann and ì t  sal d t hat  I  ought  t o wor k beoause t ho bl ue chi ps v or o 
on t he t  ab l o anc1 t het  7. r as out  hor c r epr coont  i ng al i  t he r i s e i , 
That  j ust  kept  ne goi ng t seoause i t  i nspi r od ne end ôde n© f eel  
good» 1 ko*rt  t hat  l et t or  nnd evor y t i r e I  f el t  l ovsy 1 pul l ed 
Ì t  out  and r ead i t  over . 

Tar i l o: Yoah f  but  you got  i nspl r ed and t ho nost  day you f or get  
a l i  about  i t , You'r o j ust  t hat  ki nd of  a guy, t hat 'o al i » I  
l ai aw t he l ast  t i no you cane up hcr e whan you sai d t hat  you ver o 

ol ng baci : t o camp t o or opooo t o ni ch t hat  you tjoro goi ng t o co 
batate t her e and j ust  moke an asohol e out  of  J r our sel f  . I  knewr  
sho was goi ng, t o t ur a you down be causo sho I mam you wo i l  enough 
t o ;no*v7 t hat  you f r e i r r esponsi bl e and t hat  sho woul d havo onc 
he 11 of  a t i no i f  sho over  nar r i ed you. 

Dol i  Boy. I  r eal l y f o l t  l ow ivhen f  'i oh nar xl ed t hat  ot her  guy, 
I  v/ont  out  and got  dr unk end st ayed dr unk f or  e l ong t i no« 
�Al i ct 's v;hon I  3pent  a l ot  of  dough» X spendi  on t ho avor age 
of  $500 over -  t vx) n nt hs 9 but  t hat  nont h I  r eal l y v;ent  on r  
spr ee» I  y ol d nan gavo ne 01, ̂ 00 when 1 st r  r t ed sehool  and I  
Ufì E oar nl ng . '00. a nont h t eachi ng out  t her e. : vor y now and 
t hen ny not hor  sont  no about  0XOO and ny br ot her  l ont  no ab out  
. 200. I  don't  knov; tAioro a l i  t he dough vont , !?ut t i t  sur o di o-
apnearocl  f as t . X haven f t  got  r  ccnt  l o f t . I  don t  have t o 
wo n y oo nueh about  noney now» l ' n t oachi ng noi'/ and t her e1 s 
such a ncar ci t y of  J apeneoo l engua'- e t eoeher s t ' at  ny J ob*a 
pr et t y oef o . I  Imow Hal por n and I  J ust  sey 0#. ::#, t o 
ever r r thl nf i  ho nays and f  l at t ar  hi s ego# V e' r e i wr ki ng on 



t ho covr ao now and t i nca X'n t ho onl y one wor ki ng on t he oouroo 
who knows Ux Ha h he can't  af f or d t o can me. 1 % t ho onl y or e 
who imows enyt hi ng about  l i ngui s t i cs and t hose ot her s J aps i n 
t her e who t hi nk t hey Linow so much ar en't  even maki ng en ef f or t  
t o l ear n l i ngui s t i c s . They t hi nk t hey '- now ever yt hi ng so I  
do«f t  have t o wor r y. I f  I  c l t  t i ght  r nd don't  do anyt hi ng t o 
got  hi m sor e, I  shoul d he O. &. I 'm doi ng nono good i n t eachi ng 
t hose r uyo and I 'm get t i ng somet hi ng out  of  i t  mysel f . 

Toni o: You know, Do i , ;]ust  i n t hat  l ast  sent ence you sai d you 
f avo Wf f j o l f  You t hi nk you'r e hel pi ng ot hor  peopl e 
you'r e r eal l y doi ng somet hi ng f or  your sel f . You * on't  do any-
t hi ng unl ess1 t her e's ? ©not hi ng i n i t  f or  you. 

Bo i : Oh, I  don't  know about  t hat 2 

Tcm i o : I  don't  t hi nk you can under st and somet hi ngs. 1 was 
t hi nki ng about  goi ng t o New Engl and. I  don't  know why, but  
somehow New I n l a n d appeal s t o r o . I 've: al ways want ed t o co 
t o a oui ot  T3l f.cc whor e ever ybody t r ust s t he ot her  ..oi l  wo ma 
r oot )l e wor k to, ot her  and hel p each ot her  because t hey ant  t o . 
peopl e hel p et  eh ot her  not  because t he expect  soot hi ng i n 
t ur n but  because t hey want  t o . I t ' s t he s t e l e t hi ngs i n l i f e 
t hat  make you happy end i t ' s t he st apl e t hi ngs I n l i f e t hat  
mi r o you get  t he most  out  of  i t . : oopl e I n Ucw . ngl enci  nave 
r osooct  of  al l  ot her », The t r oubl e wi t h you i s t hat  you bui l d 
your sel f  up by Bl uf f i ne and r ondday t he bl uf f  i s goi ng; t o cot  
you. You'ne t he k i nd of  e guy who t r i es t o bl uf f  hi s doct or  
i nt o t hi nki ng you'r e not-  goi ng t o di e even vhen youf r e on your  
l ast  s t r et ch. 

no i : f?he I ndi an s i t uat i on 'Is get t i ng bed i sn't  i t ? 

Tami o: Don't  avoi d t he i ssue, Do i . 

Po l : Oh hel l , l et ' s tal l z about  somet hi ng el s e. When I  xmt  doTO 
t o owhor  I  new some t hi ngs t hat  made no s i ck . Guys down t̂ her e 
t hat  I  never  t augh t  wer e t hat  way wer e r eal l y r unni ng wi l d. 
rPbov hi  ve t hose 1 ong har i cut s r nd t hey f i ght  a l i t he t i no , x 
hoar d one l i t t l e gi y about  U t ak i n g a b « * r ubber s. ~hoy S H F 
n l e n t y . 1 hear d ht o say t hat  t hey di dn't  hol d wel l  acor o* and 
t hat  you had t o put  one r ubber  over  anot her on© t o make su © 
t hor e wasn't  any l ook. They so l i  r ubber s r i ght  i n t ho cant eens 

and t hose l ì ohwer  Gal s ar e r cal l i ng gi v i ng. 

Ti vni o: Yeah, t hat 's pr ot t y bad t hor o. t ome of  t hose g,ny© st ar t ed 
f i ght i ng as soon as t hey got  i nt o St ockt on ¿ . 0 . n̂ey got  ̂ i nt o 
a :ét cht  wi t h t ho Hawai i  one. Thr oe t r e c t h o y j uet  l i ned up> and 
had i t  out . 1 saw t ho bo s wal ked ar ound l ot  en wi t h | ?at caoo. 
Tho Hawai i ?no f i ght  cl ean so t hey l ost  t he f i r s t  two x ^o s , out  

t he 1 st  t i ne t hey cr ught  on and r eal l y bashed m a f ew Guys. 
Tho ¿»tate < a r age boys ar e pl ent y t ough. />r on tl>oso i  uys xe 
c l eaner  t han you t hough. Del  al ways want s t o | o i met , l i ne g g 
and ho'o not  ha >py uni ces he's  ̂ , w J r n t o 
t i r  t hi ngs i n l i f o t hat  count . I t ' s t he f eel i ng od do ine o. o-

t hi ng f or  somebody el se t hat  makes you happy. 

Do i : Her e we go agai n. 



Texul oi  Vo l l , l i f o i c f unny onywey. 

Vi s i t o r : v;iiy dan f t  jrou fol l et t i » I l i ce Bör r y? 

Dol : oh» t hat  guyl  

Toni oI  V.c l l , t hor o ar o a l ót  of  r enoono v.fiy t he fol i oras don't  
l l ko hi n. - l'or  ono t hi ng, ho f o ol oppy ond uncoct h. He f s j ust  
f al c ar . Anot hor  t hi ng at  out  hj r : I n t hot  he j ust  r i bo poopl c 
o l l  t he t i mo, Ser i e t i r ón i ß O. K . , but  you eon f t  st and 1t  al l  
t ho t .fci r# t i hen he ot nr t oA pl ayl ng baci kot bel l  ho «r- s t ho el un-
Di ent  guy on t he oour t . Wo t jood t o k l d hftm and t o l l  idxa tahat  
a f l aahy pl ayer  he t wo onä 1t  vont  t o hi e head. He t hought  
v;o r eal l y noont  :1t  v:!ion wo vjor© 1unt  k i ddi ng h i n . ho , s el ways 
pu l i t o ; t hoöo oomy j okos and you get  t i  od of  í t  af t or  o v/hi l e. 

Bo i : Ther o ar e ot hor  t i l i ngo t hot  guy does t oo . The ot hor  day 
he w o i n t ho of f ì oo m i t i ng f or  I i el per n t o couo back onci  I  i ns 
t enchl ng a ool di or  norie booeh. He j ust  sö& t hör e ond ¡ I ckod 
out  ei l  t ho ni ot ekoc t hat  I  nade. i- o carao i mnni nc: up and s ai a, 
«Ho, t h o t n o t  r i eht *1 ED s ho uMa' t  do TFALago l l ke t hat . VJheaa 
I  vjont  back t o ceno he v;oo such Q bi g l oui o t hat  ho I cncr od me. 
I  opont  a l ot  of  t ì zi o wl t i n g ht o t r o l et t or e soyi nc t hat  1 
was coraing dmm t hor o end ho di dn't  evon oa:i o l ook up. X 
had t o so dor n t o cee hi n» That  r oal l y got  mo. Ther o or e t uo 
ki ndo of  guya t hat  get  r .e« Ono i o t he guys I l i ce Bar r y ond t he 
ot hor  1s th< J ap\ >c- sappa boys . Tho so bast ar do j ust  t o wor y -
t !i i i i g t o - aire t 'so hakuj i n ĥl nl c nd'- c a buneh of  bar b. r l r ms. 
I  ocn® v soo ho\ vtho0e guyo o m keep on l i v i ng t he v/a.'y t hey do, 

Toni o; v/ol l , I  don f t  knov7f  Do i , you soen t o be dol ng ' You 
s t i l l  ovjö a l  ioßt  ovor ybody yon f m ? on: c r oney. i  not l ood t ho 
ot hor  day v*ion Dol  was over  t o eoe t ho boys t hat  al nost  evor y« 
body i n t ho r oon had ct r v i nt er est  t i  Do i . They dl dn9t  v/ont  
hi i a t o k i ck o f f  vj i t hout  payl ng of f  hl a dobt s t o t hen, They 
vjove al l  i nt er est  ed i n hl a heal t h. 
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Bar r y 

"Doi  says t hat  he doesn't  want  t o l i ve wi t h me because he 
canM; st and me, but  I  don't  t hi nk I  can st and him ei t her . He's 
j ust  one of  t hose guys» I  saw t he l andl ady t oday end she was 
sayi ng t hat  she had a t ough t i me maki ng ends meet , but  I  f t now 
damn wel l  t hat  Doi  hasn't  pa i d hi s r ent  f or  t hr ee weeks. I  
was t al k i ng t o t he Negr o woman ' ho was cl eani ng and she was 
comnl ai n&Ag about  how l i t t l e she got  pai d f or  her  wor k. Then 
t he la ndl ady cane i n and sai d that , she wanted t o pay her  more 
but  t hat  she di dn't  have t he money r i ght  t hen. I  asked her  
how much I  owed her  and t ol d her  I  woul d nay f or  t he sheet s 
and f or  hal f  of  Do i 's room r ent . The l ady seemed t o need t he 
money so I  pai d her  f or  t he sheet s and t ol d her  I ' d pay t he 
r ent  af t er  I  t al ked t o Doi  t o nee what  he want ed t o do about  
i t . The l ady t ook t he $1.50 I  gave her  and gave i t  t o t he 
col or ed woman. Doi  came hoBsa pr et t y soon and I  asked him about  
t he r ent . ,ie di dn't  say anyt hi ng so I  t ol d hi m I  pai d t he l ady 

al r eady f or  t he sheet s. Then he got  sor e as anyt hi ng, sai d 
t hat  I  was supposed t o be hi s guest  and any f i nanc i al  t r ansact i on 
t hat  goes on bet ween t he l ady and me shoul d go t hr ough hi m. I  
t hi nk he was j ust  sor o because X di dn't  gi ve him t he money. I  
know he's j roke and hasn't  got  enough money t o go wol f i ng bef or e 
hi s nerfc paycheck, but  2 s t i l l  t hi nk t hat  ho o|tght  t o pay hi s 
r ent  f i r s t , especi al l y si nce t he i wfc- S l ady i sn't  r i ch. 

«1 know what  ki nd of  a guy Doi  i s . I  wor ked wi t h hi m once 
i n t he count r y about  f i ve year s ago. He bor r owed fmam ever ybody 
el se who was wor ki ng t her e. X t hi nk he owed ever ybody t her e at  
l east  f i ve bucks. I  don't  t hi nk he's pal ff  com© of  i t  back yet . 
He's t he ki nd of  guy t hat  bor r ows and bor r ows and t hen get s 
sor e i f  you ask hi m t o pay you back. He t hi nks you'r e nob hi s 
f r i end i f  you ask hi m t o pay you back. He never  t hi nks t hat  
he's pr et t y di r t y in. aski ng a guy who's al most  as br oke as he i s . 

WI  don't  see how ho can ki ck about  me hi gh hat t i ng him when 
he came dorm t o Rohwer . Hel l , I  was busy. Even i f  I  di d go 

over  t o hi s - ol ace, he woul dn't  have been home anyway. He's al -
ways out  wi t h some woman. He's r eal l y been hi gh hat t i ng me out  

her e. I  haven't  even eat en l unch wi t h hi m si nce % came her e.. 
He says t hat  I 'm vul gar , but  who i n t he hel l  does he t hi nk he 
i s? I f  he wer e a smooth cooki e wi t h no f aul t s I  woul dn't  car e 
i f  he pi cked on my f aul t s , but  he's pr et t y vul gar  h i  i sol f . 

"The ot her  ni ght  Yasukochi  came over  wi t h hi s wi f e and al l  
of  us went  bowl i ng. Hi s wi f e i s pr et t y good i n bowl i ng, but  she's 
sur e f unny ot her wi se, t hat 's t he mat t er  wi t h her , anyway? I  
can't  see how Geor ge can l i ve wi t h her . She's so dumb and he's 
so da în i nt el l i gent . I  can't  under st and i t . " 

Af t er  t he conver sat i on at  di nner , we went  t o a movi e and saw a 
Mar ch of  Ti me f i l m on J apan i n whi ch Gr ew gave a f avor abl e st at e-
ment . 

" I  sur e f el t  uncomf or t abl e when t he l i t t l e gi r l  s i t t i ng i n 
t he row ahead of  us t ur ned ar ound and mi nt ed at  us . Geo, I  
t hough she was goi ng t o scr eam. I  t hi nk Gr ew i s f ai r  and r eal l y 
under st ands t he J apanese. Ee's i ot  l i ke t hese cr ackpot s." 



F i el d Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
November  E l , 1945 
Shi but ani  

Mi scel l aneous 

Tomi ; These Chi cago peopl e ar e r eal l y vul gar . I  guess Chi cago 
peopl e ar e a bunch of  count r y hi cks end new r i ch who haven't  
had t he advant age of  a good f ami l y wher e t hey coul d be t aught  
some manner s, i  di dn't  l i ve .in a r i ch home or  anyt hi ng, but  
at  l east  my par ent s t aught  me a f ew t hi ngs . These peopl e j ust  
cut  i n f r ont  of  you and j ust  shove you as i de. I f  you want  any-
t hi ng you have t o push t hem back . I  guess t hey expect  t o be 

pushed because t hey don't  say anyt hi ng when I  push them back. 
Back home whan t her e wer e a l ot  of  neonl e wai t i ng t he gr ocer  or  
btxtcher  woul d ask, 'Who's next ' , and t he peopl e used t o l ook 
ar ound t o see who was bef or e t hem. They used t o even 
poi nt  out  a ner son who was ahead of  them when t he men of f er ed 
t o v;ai t  on them f i r s t . I  remember  t hat  happeni ng al l  t he t i me. 
But  out  her e i t ' s ever ybody f or  hi msel f . Peopl e come i n l at e 
and shove ever ybody asi de and j ust  yel l  t hei r  or der s . The 
peopl e her e ar e kat o (vul gar ). They act  l i ke a bunch of  ani mal s. 
I  don't , see why t hey speak about  J apanese not  bei ng abl e t o assi -
mi l at e when you can see al l  t hese peopl e ar ound her e who can't  
even speak Engl i sh. Ano t her  t hi ng, back home peopl e used t o 
smi l e. Even i f  you di dn't  know each ot her  i t  was j ust  more 
pl easant  because peopl e smi l ed mor e. Her e i f  you smi l e peopl e 
t hi nk you ar e f l i r t i ng or  somet hi ng* I  j ust  don't  l i ke Chi cago. 
Peopl e l i ve l i ke savages and t hey 'r e so smug. They t r y t o put  
on an ai r  of  bei ng ni ce by wear i ng f ur  coat s and ever yt hi ng,but  
when you see t her  i n a gr ocer y st or e you can t el l  r i ght  away 
t he ki nd of  f ami l y t hey come f r om. The ot her  day I  was i n t he 
l i ne behi nd two gi r l s who wer e about  10. One sai d t o t he ot her , 
�Why don't  you come over ? l y mot her 's wor ki ng and I 'm hone by 

mys el f . ' The ot her  gi r l  sai d, T o , I  have t o go home r hd cook 
because daddy wi l l  be comi ng home.' I t ' s l i ke t hat . Peopl e 
j ust  i gnor e t hei r  chi l dr en and go out  t o neke money. IJ o wonder  
t hey gr ow up t o be St uds Loni gansJ  

Bar r y: God damn, I  got  chased by bed bugs agai n l ast  ni ght * 
I 'm get t i ng pr et t y good at  k i l l i ng t hem now. I 'm t hi nki ng of  
put t i ng t hem i n a j ar  and pr esent i ng them t o t he l ady f or  a 
pr esent * Di d you ee t he pi ct ur es i n t he Her al d about  t he But oku 
Kpi ? That 's t he L .i  . bunch. I  not i ce t her e ar e a l ot  of  J . A .C. L . 
peopl e i n t he pi c t ur e. That 's a l ot  of  bul l  s hi t , but  i t ' s bad 
publ i c i t y . I  wonder  what  wi l l  happen t o t he ni sei  i f  t he Hear st  
paper s keep up t hei r  campai gn* They can r eal l y make i t  bad f or  
us and t heye's not hi ng we can do about  i t . 

Do i : I 'm sor r y t hat  I  t r eat ed Par r y t he way I  di d, but  I  j ust  
can't  st and t he guy* i ou remember  when we came out  of  t he show 
t he ot her ni ght  when har r y went  up t o see t he boys* You not i ced 
t hat  he came back r i ght  away. Those guys don't  l i ke hi m and 
t hey $ust  shoved hi m ar ound* Fobody l i kes t hat  guy. He t hi nks 
he's got  t he wor l d by t he t a i l . That 's what 's t he mat t er  wi t h 
hi m. 
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November  1945 . Chi eko 

Di d you see t he yest er day's Her al d? They had a bi g spr ead 
about  t he But oku- Kai  agai n. We hear d f rom somebody t hat  i t  was 

i n t hei e so v/e went  up t o 63r d and bought  t be paper . They'r e 
r eal l y goi ng af t er  t he Ni sei , ar en't  t hey, ,Gol l y, t wo f u l l  
pa®es3 We j ust  put  t he paper  out  on t ho di ni ng room t abl e and 
l ooked at  t he Pi c t ur es . I  saw a l ot  of  J .A .C. L . l eader s f r om 
L .A . i n t her e. We l ooked at  i t  pr et t y car ef ul l y . That  ;just  
shows you how Amer i can t hey wer e. J .A .C.L . P f f f f t I  Fi 'f f  f  t J  
I  hat e t he ¿r .A.C.L. They di d more t o damage t he Ni sei  posi t i on 
i n t hi s count r y t han any ot her  s i ngl e or gani zat i on. 

�̂ veraber  as , 1945 

I  had t o cal l  some hot el s t oday t o got  a room r eser ved f or  
«»iii  and I l at t i e. 1 had hear d t hat  t her e was some di f f i cul t y i n 
get t i ng - >J isei  i nt o rooms so X j ust  cal l ed f r om t he uni ver si t y 
t o make t hei r  r ef usal  t ougher . The f i r s t  two pl aces I  cal l ed 
wer e f u l l , so 1 t r i ed t he i ay f l t oer . The f ol l owi ng i s t he 
conver sat i on t hat  t ook pl ace over  t he phone; 

TSE Hel l o , I 'm cal l i ng from t he Uni ver si t y of  Chi cago. We have 
a young man coming i nt o t or n t o at t end a conf er ence f or  a war  
r esear ch pr oj ect  bei ng car r i ed on her e, and 1 wonder  i f  you have 
a room avai l abl e f or  he and hi s wi f e. 

Cl er k: Wel l , l et 's see. We don't  have any doubl e rooms l ef t , 
but  we do have one ver y ni ce room open whi ch has t wi n beds. I 'm 
sor r y but  t hat 's t he best  we can do. When ar e t hese oo >le coming 
i n? 

TS: They 'l l  be her e f rom November  26 t o December  I S. 

Cl er ks Al l  r i ght , 1 t hi nk we can t eke car e of  t hem, What  i s 
t hei r  name pl ease? 

TS: Mr . and I r s . J ames Sakoda. 

Cl er k: Sakoda. Uhat  nat i onal i t y i s t hat ? 

TS: They'r e Amer i cans nat ur al l y. 

Cl or k: Wel l , of  what  ancest r y? 

TSi  I  don't  see wher e t hat  mekes any di f f er ence i f  t heyl r e 
wor ki ng i n a war  pr oj ect . They happen t o bo of  J apanese ancest r y. 

Cl er k: Oh, wel l  i n t hat  case I 'm sor r y but  we can't  t ake t hem. 

TS: What  ki nd of  a hot el  ar e you r unni ng anyway. You r ef use to 
pr ovi de housi ng f or  an Amer i can who i s a war  wor ker  j ust  because 
of  r ace pr ej udi ce J  What  k5j id of  Amer i cans ar e you, anyway? 



(The woman who answer ed t he phone di dn't  have t he sl i ght est  i dea 
t hat  a f t  i s e I  v/as phoni ng her . She pr obabl y t hought  t hat  t he 
cal l  was coni ng f r om t he uni ver si t y housi ng bur eau, lay i nt ent i on 
was to get  her  over  a bar r el  end do a l i t t l e yel l i ng.) 

Cl er ks Wel l , you see, we have no obj ect i ons, but  t her e ar e a 
number  of  Chi nese l i vi ng i n our  hot el  and t hey may not  l i ke i t . 

(Thi s st at ement  i s not  t r ue. Ther e were some Ui so i  l i v i ng t her e 
but  a l at er  phone cal l  i ndi cat ed t hat  t hi s was a l i e . ) 

TS: But  t hese peopl e er e not  J apanese. Do you mean t o t el l  me 
t hat  you won't  accept  Amer i cans who ar e doi ng war  work? 

Cl er ki  '»el l , j ust  a mi nut e, I ' l l  ask t he manager , (br i ef  pause). 
You say t hese neopl e ar e Amer i can c i t i zens? 

?S: Yes , t hey ar e. 

Cl er k: The manager  says t hat  i n t hat  case i t  wi l l  be al l  r i ght . 
We' l l  t r y t o keep t hat  room open f or  you. Let 's see, t hey ar e 
Amer i cans and ar e doi ng war  wor k. Al l  r i ght . Thank you. You 
see, I  don't  dar e do some of  t hese t hi ngs wi t hout  aski ng t he 
manager . Good bye. 

(Thi s was r at her  sur pr i si ng i n t he case of  t he Keyf l ower  because 
sever al  ni sei  had l i ved t her e i n t he past , par t i cul ar l y dur i ng 
t he ear l y phases of  t he r eset t l ement  movement . The at mospher e 
had al ways been pl easant . I t  i s cui t e possi bl e t hat  t he cl er k 
was t he one who was f eel i ng t hat  way and t hat  t her e was no set  
pol i cy . She di d not  t ake ver y l ong i n consul t i ng t he manager � 
i f  she act ual l y di d. Lat er  i n t he af t er noon I  t al ked t o HQs 
Tor el l  t o ver i f y t he war  wor k busi ness i n case t hey cel l ed, and 
she was so di sgust ed end sur pr i sed t hat  she sai d we ought  t o boy-
cot t  t he pl ace i f  t hey t r i ed anyt hi ng l i ke t hat  agai n. She t hought  
t hat  t he pl ace was above t hat  sor t  of  t hi ng. � i ss Adams was of  
t he opi ni on t hat  t he hot el  was ver y l i ber al  as f ar  as r ace pol i cy 
was concomed, but  when she hear d of  t hi s she got  ver y angr y and 

sai d she woul d t el l  them of f  i f  t hey cal l ed f or  conf i r mat i on.) 
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Rosi e: I t  cer t ai nl y i s a smal l  wor l d i sn't  i t ? I t ' s good t o 
see al l  of  you agai n* I magi ne! Last  year  we wer e r  i l es apar t  
end t he year  bef or e we wer e t oget her  j ust  l i ke t oday. I ' d 
never  dreamed we'd be t oget her  l i ke t hi s so f ar  away from home. 

I 'm. wor ki ng as a host ess i n a ver y cl assy women's c l ub. 
I  get  so t i r ed of  boi nr  Dol i t e t hat  I  can j ust  go home and 
scream and cuss and do ever yt hi ng t hat  I 'm not  supposed t o do 
wher e I  wor k. I  have t o dr ess up and wear  heel s al l  t he t i $e# 
Al l  I  do i s t al l : t o them when t hey come i n and l oaf  and show 
them t o t hei r  t abl es . That 's al l , but  bo$ryo boy I  êt  pl ent y 
t i r ed. 

Mr s * I sumi  got  t hi s j ob f or  me. She i s hel pi ng a l ot  of  
ni sei  and t her e ar e some t hat  ar e j ust  bad. They t ake advant age 
of  her . Ther e i s a f el l ow named Sam who has been l i vi ng t her e 
f or  si x mont hs. He won't  wor k or  anyt hi ng and t hey j ust  can't  
get  r i d of  hi m« I  fmess ho i nt ends t o j ust  l i ve o f f  t he peopl e 
f or  t he dur at i on. He t hi nks t he Caucasi ans di d hi m wr ong and 
1 gueashe want s t o get  even wi t h t hem. V/hen I  came she asked 
me "to hel p hi m and I  t r i ed, but  wher e does t hat  get  me? 

J ay i s i n Sal t  Lake and he nay come out  her e. He want s 
me t o mar r y hi m and he t hought  I  was goings t o r eset t l e i n t hat  
ar ea, but  when he hear d t hat  I  came out  her e he got  ki nd of  
sor e. Thi s mor ni ng t he f el l ow ho l i ves next  door  gave me some 
cof f ee t o dr i nk bef or e I  came over . I  get  al ong wel l  wi t h t he 
f el l ows who l i ve at  t he house. 

Mr s. I zumi  may be hel pi ng t he Hi sei  but  she cer t ai nl y i sn't  
a ki nd hear t ed per son at  hear t . You ought  t o see t he way she 
dr i ves ar ound her  husband. She t hi nks she's somebody because 
she mifrht  get  t o work f or  t he r over nment , but  she's pot  her  
husband wor ki ng as a gar dener  and she t r eat s hi m more l i ke a 
gar dener  t han l i ke a husband. I  f eel  sor r y f or  t he poor  man. 
I  t al ked t o hi m one day and he sur e seemed l onel y. 

I'm wor r i ed about  pet t i ng my par ent s out . I  want  them t o 
come out  and l ook t he pl ace over . But  I  t hi nk t hey'r e wor r i ed 
about  Yoshi ko. (i nval i d) I  hear d t hat  Gi l a may move agai n, 
and I  st ar t ed maki ng ar r angment s t o move my par ent s and t hen 
I  hear d t hat  t hey wer en't  goi ng t o move. The segr egat ed peopl e 
f r om Tul e Lake wer en't  al l owed t o go t o Gi l a and t hat  must  
mean somet hi ng. The some was f or  Post on and I  ansanar . The onl y 
cent er s t he peopl e f r om Tul e coul dn't  go t o ar e i n Cal i f or ni a 
and Ar i zona whi ch ar e t he t wo bad st at es. 

One day offer  at  t he host el  I  was wal ki ng ar ound and I  r an 
i nt o Nobu Takahashl . I  was so sur  r i sed and gl ad t o see him I  
j ust r an up and pr act i cal l y hugged hi m. He was ki nd of  embar r assed, 
We t al ked about  t he camp l i f e t r d about  bef or e evacuat i on. Oh, 
I  was so gl ad t o see hi m t hat  I  j umped on him» 



I  see t hat  t her e was a r i ot  i n Tul e Lake, I t  sur e i s har d 
on t he peopl e who ar e t her e. I t ' s r eal l y bad f or  t he r est  of  
us t oo. I  r eal l y f eel  more sor r y f or  t he peopl e i n t he camp 
t hough. 

I  hear d t hat  t he wounded sol di er s f r om t he Pac i f i c ar e goi ng 
t o be sent  t o t he hospi t al s i n Gi l a. Ther e's a good hospi t al  > 
t her e, I  don't  t hi nk t her e's any f ut ur e i n t he camp. When t hat  

sor t  of  t hi ng st ar t s happeni ng, j e ' l l  al l  have t o get  out . I n 
a way, t hough, t he evacui t i on was a good t hi ng. The camps pro-
vi de a good r est i ng pl acet f or  t he ol d peopl e. They woul d never  
have r et i r ed i f  t hey hadn t  been f or ced t o . They woul d have di ed 
wor ki ng. The t hi ng about  camp t hat  get s me i s t hat  t he farm 
gi r l s who ar e meet i ng peopl e f or  t he f i r s t  t i me ar e goi ng wi l d. 
They don't  know anyt hi ng about  sezz and t hey t hi nk i t ' s f un t o 
be wi l d. I  hear d t her e wer e a l ot  of  pr egnant  women t her e. I  
want  t o be wi t h J ay, I ' d f eel  more at  home her e i f  J ay wer e 
her e wi t h me. 

(Rosi e, Do i , Bar r y, Tomi  and I  went  t o an I t al i an di nner  and t hen 
went  bowl i ng. Ther e wer e two ot her  Ni sei  t her e who st ar ed at  U3 

f or  a whi l e and t hen went  home. When we got  t o St at e St r eet  
we spl i t  up because ever yone t hought  i t  woul d be bad f or  f i ve 
t o be wal ki ng abr east . Doi  t ook Rosi e home.) 

November  26. 104- 5 Doi  

. What  ki nd of  a gi r l  i s Ros i e, anyway? Vie went  t o a mi dni ght  
show af t er  we l ef t  you and t hen when we went  home af t er  a f ew 
r ounds at  bar s , she i nvi t ed me i n. I t  was f our  i n t he mor ni ng. 
I f  she's l i ke t hat  al l  t he t i me, I 'm goi ng t o t ake her  up on i t . 

Today Chi oko came i nt o conf er ence l at e and ever ybody st ar ed 
her  up and down t o see what  hhe knew. Al l  Ni sei  ar e t hat  way. 



yi el d Not es: x'ree Associ at i on Rose Yoshi no 
JMIT >i  r m I WJ  
Shi but ani  
Dec. 3, 1943 

/.bout  6: i 0 Doi  phoned up and sai d he was br i  gi ng hi s gi r l  

f r i end over  t o we coul d l ook her  over  and pass j udgment , A f ew 

mi nut es l at er  Rose phoned and sai d that  a l ady where she l i ved 

wanted to have a par t y and ki cked her  out  of  t he house. She 

sai d she had no wher e t o go and asked i f  she coul d cone over  and 

spend the eveni ng wi t h us . She ar r i ved about  ni ne and gave us 

an i nvi t at i on to a dance bei ng sponsor ed by I f r s. addel l 's group 

of  200 ni sei  i r i s . 

"I  don't  see why ni sei  act  t he way they do. Mr s. addel l  

sai d that  she was wi l l i ng to pay f or  al l  t he expenses f or  t hi s 

dance and they agr eed wi t hout  a murmur . I t  seemed t o me t hat  i t  

was ver y unf ai r  t hat  she shoul d pay f or  i t  al l  her sel f  and so I  

suggest ed t 'nat  we char ge admi ssi on t o def r ay the expenses. Al l  

of  the gi r l s obj ect ed but  I  kept  speaki ng up and ar gui ng so t hey 

f i nal l y agr eed to char  :e a nomi nal  f ee. I  t hen suggest ed t hat  we 

might  hove a pr oj ect  t o have some sor t  of  m̂as fund so t hat  we 

co I d gi ve pre ent s to sol di er s and to chi l dr en i n t he r el oca-

t i on cent er s. I  t hought  t hat  i n t hi s way we coul d be hel pi ng 

someone t o l ave a more pl easant  £iaaa. ût  the gi r l s obj ect ed 

and sai d t hat  i t  was too much wor k. Then I  suggest ed that  we 

mi ght  g oher  Xma' pr esent s f or  sol di er s but  t he gi r l s ar gued 

t hat  var i ous ot her  gr oups were doi ng t hi s and t her ef or e tiher  was 

no necessi t y f or  our  gro p t o do the same t hi ng. That 's an ol d 

ar gument . They use i t  al l  the t i me, '¿hen I  suggest ed t hat  we 

have a par t y f or  ni sei  sol di er s si nce t hey ar e so f ar  away f rom 

home and pr obabl y not  get  f ur l ough to v i s i t  camps. They sai d 

t hat  they di dn't  want  t o do t hi s ei t her , *«e had a bi g ar gu ment. 
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I  f i nal l y succeeded i n et t i ng them to char ge a nomi nal  i 'ee f or  

men and t o charge a - unas pr esent  f or  al l  women so t hat  we coul d 

send t 'o gi f t  t o the l i t i l e t ot s i n t he r  l ocat i on cent er s. We 

knew that  we coul d char ge - nou$i  to make t he dance sel f  - suppor t -

i ng. I t  i s n't  t hat  we want ed t he money, but  I  saw an excel l ent  

oppor t uni t y t o make sever al  peopl e happy at  the same t i me.' I t  

was al l  ver y di sgust i ng.n 

i»bout  t hi s t i me Doi  came i n. He seems to have mi si nt er pr et ed 

Dr . Hal  per n* s i nf or mal i t y. I i al per n i s ver y con eni al  i n i nf or mal  

si t uat i ons and uses many sl ang wor ds. Doi  has appar ent l y t hought  

t hat  i f  a pr of essor  behaves i n t hat  manner , he al so can do so. 

hat  he appar ent l y mi ssed was t he f act  t hat  Hal per n can be a 

gent l eman when he i s among st r anger s. Doi  shocked Rose no and 

hecauee, al t ho he meant  wel l , he was act ual l y ver  rude ana vul -

gar . l ie st ar t ed ki ddi ng ¿¡ose about  comi ng from f l or i n and wi t hout  

knowi ng anyt hi ng about  her  hi  ckgr ound, made many remar ks t hat  I  

was af r ai d mi ght  upset  her  consi der abl y. Doi  i nsi st ed t hat  i n 

t he i nt el l ect ual  gr oup i n whi ch he was movi ng, peopl e di scussed 

not hi ng but  books and musi c. The gi r l  who came wi t h Doi  knew Rose 

from befor e and t hey got  i nt o a cor ner  t oget her  and di scussed 

mut ual  f r i ends who ar e now out  i n Chi cago. ¿aoh wa; sur pr i sed t o 

l ear n t hat  cer t ai n i ndi vi dual s wer e out . They t al ked about  var i ous 

they knew who wer e no*/ mar r i ed and about  the wher eabout s of  Tul e 

l ake acquai nt ances. 

Doi  compl ai ned t hat  he di d not  l i ke to be wi t h J i mmy. He sai d 

t hat  he went  to eat  i n t he Commons and ;as ver y embar ra sed; ,r  e 

went  over  t o the Commons t o eat . I  t hought  i t  was common c ur t esy 

that  I  shoul d t ake him t o eat  si nce he was a f r i end of  your s and I  

had not  seen hi m f or  a l ong t i me. When we got  t her e, he st a ted 
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t al ki n * i n a v r y l oud voi ce about  J apan. He sai d i n J apan hey 

di d t hi ngs t hi s way and i n J ap*. n hey di d t hi ngs th t  way. He 

kept  t al ki ng about  J apanese and al l  peopl e ar ound us see ied t o 

st op conver sat i  m and l i s t en to hi m. t  l e? st  i t  seemed t hat  way 

t o me. I  was ver y ncomf or t abl e and I  kept  hopi ng t hat  he woul d 

st op* But  he di dn't . I ' l l  be darned i f  I  go t o a, pukl i c pl ace 

wi t h that  guy agai n," 

We wal ked to t he I . e . wi t h Hose and on our  way boo c we 

st opped at  t he Gl or i xi ed hambur ger . Ther e was a bi g si gn i n f r ont  

of  the pl ace wher e we sat , sayi ng, "Pl ease Pay When Ser ved''. hen 

t he woman br ought  t he hambur ger s, I  pai d her . 1 know I  pai d her  

because when I  f i r s t  saw t hat  si r j i  whi l e w i t i ng f or  the ha bur ger , 

I  coun ed out  30 cent s and put  i t  i n my over coat  so t hat  I  woul dn't  

h a v to peal  of f  hal f  of  r ay cl ot hes, - bi l e we were wai t i ng f or  

our  hamburger  I  over hear d t he wai t r ess say t o the coo c, "'7hy do 

al l  t he J aps c one her e?" f̂ t er  we had f i ni shed eat i ng our  ha i-

bur ger , t he wai t r ess st ood i n f r ont  of  us as i f  she expect ed 

somet hi ng, Tomi  asked i f  I  pai d her  and I  sai d we di d. Che 

ooked ver y skept i c I  but  she went  away so we l ef t , ¿after  we 

were on the si dew&kk, I  ha pened to l ook i n t hn st or e and not i ced 

that  the wai t r ess was st ar r i ng at  us wi t h a ver y suspi ci ous l ook. 

Appar ent l y she was qui t e sur e we had not  pai d. The f i r s t * thought  

t hat  came to my mi nd was t hat  I  hoped she t hought  we wer e Chi nese, 

£o t hat  ot her  ni sei  woul d not  suf f er  from t hi s i nci dent . I  was 

r at her  r esent f ul  and mut t er ed t o mysel f  t hat  Chi cago peopl e were 

al l  so dumb i f  t hey coul dn't  count  up to 30 cent s anyway. 

The gi r l  who came wi t h Doi  r emar ked, "Gee, when you go down-

town on Thur sday, you see so many J apanesc gi r l s . That 's the day 

t hat  al l  the domest i cs have of f  so t hey go shoppi ng t oget her . I  
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t hi nk the- r  al l  go t oget her  t o hel p each ot her  buy cl ot hes. They 

al so buy t hi ngs f or  t hei r  f r i ends ho er e s t i l l  i n camp. hen you 

go down dur i ng the week days you nee enough j apmes e. But  you wal k 

down t̂ at e r  t . , you can gener al l y ee at  l east  20 J apanese and at  

l e&st  3 or  4 t hat  you know. On Thur sday t her e ar e t hr ee t i mes as 

many gi r l s i n many st or es downt own." 

On the way bone Hose was compl ai ni ng about  t he narrow- mi  tded-

ness of  ni sei . She sai d, "I  srent  over  t o J eet i 's , the I ndi an 

gi r l ' s home# t he ot her  ni ght  and whi l e I  was t her e I  ¡net  a nan 

from f feani st an and anot her  Hi ndu, '¿'hey of f er ed t o t ake me hone 

and so I  nat ur al l y accept ed. L i nce i t  was ear l y we deci ded t o go 

bowl i ng. o we it  i nt o a bowl i ng al l ey and we saw f our  ot her  ni sei  

t her e. Si nce I  di dn't  know them I  di dn't  pay any at t ent i on t o 

them. 7e were havi  ig a swel l  t i me and I  t eas havi ng a most  f un 

wi t h the, e two men. - - 11 of  a sudden I  t ur ned around and l ooked 

and not i ced al l  f our  of  t he ni sei  st ar i ng at  me. - or  the f i r : t  

t i me I  r eal i zed t hat  t hey must  have t hought  1 was some women to be 

pl ayi ng ar ound vi th men who l ooked l i ke negr oes. I  guess t hey 

thought  I  was a pr ost i t ut e or  somethi ng» T di dn't  car e because I  

knew t hat  t hese nar row- minded peopl e woul d never  under st and what  

i t  means f or  peopl e j ust  t o be f r i ends. They ar e go gut t er - mi nded 

t hat  t hey put  t hei r  t hought s i nt o ever ybody's head and t hi nk the 

worst  of  ever ybody.S 

"I n a sense I 'm ver y gl ad that  'm h r e. 1 t hi nk t hat  eva-

cuat i on di d a l ot  of  good i n spi t e of  the har dshi ps. I 'v e made 

some ver y ni ce f r i ends over  at  the I . P .E . and I  woul dn't  t r ade 

them f or  anyt hi ng. I 'v e met  so many ni ce peopl e who re so di f f er -

ent  from t he ni sei  t hat  I  am ver y happy i n compar i son t o bef or e." 



i 'l el c; "Totes; ôsool at i on 
3ec . G, 10 43 
Shi but ai l i  

Bar r y 

"I  t h i n ' t he f i r s t  h rich c nc out  her e boo:use t hey wer e 

wr r i c d r  bout  t he f ut ur e, '¿he f i r s t  'unsh t hat  oonc >ut  v/ere 

smar t er  and «- . l ot  of  t'l r̂n men t ed t  � - *o to school , i  one of  them 

want ed t o save up nc ney so t hat  t hey woul d have some t hi n l ef t  

;,hcn t he r  was over . The next  bunch t h t  cane out , cane out  

because r el ocat i on was t he t hi ng t o do. ver ybody was doi n i t  

and t hey want ed t o be up wi t h t he t i nes , - low, have t h t hi r d 

unoh ooni ng out  enc t hey ar e coni ng out  beer .use t he cr i p if  v r y 

dul l . Mo one i r  l ef t  and t her e I s not  much t o do. '¿Tiat fr  vhy 

t oo./ ar e Set t i ng ver / bor ed and t h y ar e coni ng out . They f i  ur e 

th v.t  hoy c n ?iave nor e f un out s i de. 

"Honday ni ght  I  went  shoppi ng f or  Onas pr esent s . I  bou J it  

o o "o i o r  i  - lotlv ov sf  I  w i l l  have s i mfhl nr . r eop ôt abl o t , wear  

oi t  ho r e and t hen X bought  about  C- HS-  wor t h of  s t uf f  t  son t o my 

f ol kr  - in" t êi r  f r i ends b o?: i n t he cent er . 

" I ' n pay in- ' 0 bucks f or  t he room I *m l i v 'no i n and I  c ught  

1" be/ bugs on tho f i r s t  ni ght . I  wont  C r m t < t he I on. 1 dy and 

con il-  'nod a id sho cane up and spr ayed t ê ;<1? oo, Efcat  ni ght  I  

oaught  12 bed bu ŝ and so I  Connl ni ned a - : i n. * ho s i d s ic woul d 

do somet hi n � about  i t  but  t he ni ght  f t er  th; t i c ught  0 nor e. 

v ' s i nce t hen I ' v e k i l l ed at  l east  5 bed bugs a ni ght  t o t ho end 

of  t ho week« I  di dn#t  occi pl ni n t o tho l andl ady because i t ' s har d 

t o f i nd r ooms, and I  <1 n f  t  m nt  t o make a bad i mpr essi on. I t  

ni ght  be b: d f or  ni honj i n in-  gener al , i /ven i f  she ki cked me out , 

I  coul d l ook f or  a pi  ce but  I  know s oe ni sei  who ni ght  have a 

t ough t i ne she di dn't  want  t hen ar ound. 

r ,r hc ot her  ni  ht  I  was go in.- ; t o vans t on end when I  a i n 

t hr  subway, mot  ho ni sei  got  i n t he car . l ie was a t ypi cal  J ap 



wi t h buck t eet h n i  l as: es . ¿.'here were no d i M  ̂ s- nt ; or-  n 'ut  

t her  ̂ wer e pl ent y of  seat s wi t h on- ; p r son s i t t i ng i n t hen. I  

don't  know why but  ho deci ded t o si t  wi t h me. I  di dn't  l i ce t hat  

so I  j ur t  i gnor ed hi m. I  di dn't  t al k t o hi m because, I  di dn't  nt  

ot her  peopl e t o not i ce us t al k i ng. I  di dn't  we nt  t he t  to t hi nk 

that  we knev? each ot her . Pr et t y coon, as we were r i di ng al ong, I  

deci ded that  two cl asses and two buck t eet h s i t t i  tg t oget her  was 

t  o much and too conspi cuous and so I  tool : of f  ny l ass s and put  

t h i  i n my pocket . hen I  got  t o ny st ock, he got  of f  t oo. I  

wai t ed awhi l e end I  got  of f  and I  not i ced t hat  anot her  ni honj i n 

got  of  behi nd ne. I  i  gnored t hen bot h and kept  on wal ki ng. I  

t al ked 11 t : u n a hut  eoul dnH f i nd the pl ace .her e I  was supposed 

t o co. " i nal l y I  went  t o a cor ner  dr ug st or e and phoned an- ., t hey 

t ol d me ho to :et  t her e. hen I  got  to the a �tment , I  not i ced 

Hul l  bot h the guys that  I  i gnor ed wer  s i t t i ng t her e. Goddam, 

I  was ©rah r r ur sod. 

don't  i gnor e ot her  ni sei  because I  vr  nt  t o snur  t hem. I  

i gnor e thorn because X d n't  wont  us to be conspi cuous. I  afl noet  

al ways t at e of f  my , :1a sees i n t he st r eet  oar  be c: u o I  l ook l i ke a 

J an. 

" hen I  qo to work i n the mor ni ng, i n ©very st r eet  er r  I  get  

i nt o, t her e's ot  l east  one yabo. I  can't  do anyt hi ng about  i  but  

I  don't  l i ke t o be wi t h yabos. '¿hi s nor nl n ; I  went  t o wor'c wi t h 

one of  the f el l ows who l i ve at  our  house. He knows bet t er  t han 

l ost  ni sei  so wi t hout  sayi ng anyt hi ng I  sat  i n t he f r ont  of  the 

carr  and he we t  to th, back. e al ways si t  apar t , about  two st ops 

l at er  two more yabos c; no and goddam, one of  them knev; me. o 

the sat  down by no an. st  r t ed t  l k i n l i ke any hi ng. ¿»ftor  a 

whi l e 1 f el  i  l i t t l e bet t er  but  at  f i r st  I  sur e ol t  r unny. 



"The ot her  da/ when I  wo d i k i n g down f i e l oop I  a w a 

f el l ow ti�it  j  thou i t  I  knew. I  was pr et t y gut« I  knew hi n but  I  

hesi t at ed cal l i ng hi m because I  di dn f t  want  t o be ember ra sod» 

'".Then we wer e l eavi ng t hat  pl ace i n Evanst on we got  nt o a 

Mi xup. «� i x wer .. l eavi  \  , t hr ee of  t  ied l i ved t her e. ?»vo of  t he 

beys deci ded t  > st ay wi t  the gi r l s ,o r  < whi l e because they 

t  ought  i t  wos not  cood f or  al l  of  us t o j o at  once, i hr e of  us 

we "it  homo on t he t r ai n i n one di  r ect i  n and one went  Vi o ot her  

.ay* I  i i u t  si t  wi t h one of  the ¿cida but  I  di dn't  mi nd because 

t her e was one >od t hi ng - about  l ira. Ho J ust  sot  t her e and ie 

di dn* t  t al  :. we w r o l eavi ng the car  aw our  st op, J  nudged 

'�i n and f c'i  i  got  up. lie WMi toa u \ t i l  tw or  t hr ee Vl cuj .'.n er ne 

af t ei  ne i  nd he got  up. He di d t  i s so al l  of  ue w nl di i 't  bo 

et t  In ; of f  togo ,'i er . 

" - ton I  hoar  or  r oad about  c sen. if.ie ca /: back on i : 'r i ps-

hcl i t» sayi ng t hat  Ho v: ul a hove a hand i n r unni ng a J ap cent er , 

2 £eel  l i ke coi n t o J apan end c r i t i c i zi ng .he . o mps. I t  

r eal l y gr i pes roe. I  t  l i nk comet  l i es i n ny unconsci ous moment«: I  

f eel  l i ke bei ng a Lor d Haw Haw and r  al l y t el l  son© of  t hese snug 

hakuj i n o f f . 

I don't  see what  SOTX- peopl e ar e ki cki ng about . The vhi ncse 

ar e not  doi nc as nuch f or  »ho war  ef f or t  as t he Ni ho i j i n. : he 

J  hi  no so never  di d cont r i but e to e i con l i f e but  J ap n se de-

vel oped f ar  la out  o£ swamp l and and made Cal i f or ni a what  i t  i s 

t oday. They t  at  t he Ohi n se ni ce but  the � never  di d do anyt hi ng. 

'1 t  )i  tk evacuat i on threw t he J apanese back 20 year s . ¿¿one 

f oa l e o-  rat--  out  ok y because t he/ h d not hi ng t o l ose. ut  sone 

of  horn wi l l  n vor  r ecover  t hei r  t osses." 



F ol d Not es: ;r ee eeool at i on 
ec . 7, 1943 
hi but ani  

3 fel  , t oday i s two year s af t er  Pear l  Har bor . I 've beon 

r eadi ng the paper s and l ooki ng a* the pi ct ur es oi  t he di sast er . 

* al so ooul a not  hel p but  not i ci ng al l  t he at  acics on t he NA and 

t  i l  tho bad publ i c i t y tht  t *a been coral  ng out  r ecent l y. The 

-  or l oai i  poopl * i  t  ?'je terul  know so l i t t l e about  t he n : a thfct  

oven u. l i t t l e publ i oi t / has a l ot  ox exf eot . - the ha at j i n who ar e 

not  af f ect ed by t he publ i c i t y and who ar e sympat het i c wi t h the 

J u oane e ooh- pooh t  ''if; i nf l uence ox t  '»o >iews a id say t  ' t  we ar® 

ov r - sensi t i ve. They can af f or d to cl ai m t hat  we ar e aver -

se is i t  i ve booaus' t he publ i c i t y doesn't  ean annhi n t o t hem. 

Ahcy o n Iwayr  pass hakuj i n. 

' ¿en the war  st ar t ed t wo yea:- 4« ago, I  was sur e that  we had 

corao to t he end of  the t r ai l . I  hat ed J apan but  I  coul dn't  see 

any f ut ur e f or  the J apanese i n n̂er i ca. I  di dn't  know wher< t o 

t ur n but  I  was pr et t y sur e t i n, we coul d have some pr et t y b d 

di  cr i mi nat i on. 1 t hought  t hat  i t  woultx be t er r i bl e. The onl y 

t hi ng t hat  kept  me goi ng was t he f eel  i n/: t hat  al l  of  us won l a not  

be k i l l ed no mat t er  how bad i t  go and t  l ong af t er  t he w r  we 

nay be bl e t  l i ve ngai n l i ke hu lan bei ngs. How t hat  I  l ook back 

over  i t  I  see t hat  i t , wasn't  so bad. Now e h ve more hopes but  

s t i l l  no any t hi n a mi ght  happen t hat  you r eal l y can't  t el l . 



F i el d not es 1 3?reo Associ at i on 
December  7f  1943 
Shi but eni  

Doi  

The maj or  pr obl en r i  ht  now up i n t he l anguage school  i s 
t he Ki boi  i ssue, A Ki bei  f ol l ow want s t o use t ho Hepbur n system 
or  cl oo ho pr ef er s t o use kana, Tho t r oubl e wi t h t hat  ggy i s 
t hat  ho j ust  want s t o sot  up ever yt hi ng so t hat  he can show of f  
ovorythi ne* ho knows* L i ngui st i cal l y t he Hepbur n syst em i s i n-
f er i or  t o t he one t hat  we ar e usi ng» When wc get  t o cer t ai n 
ver bs , he's goi ng t o f i nd t hat  wo j ust  can t each t he di st i nct i ons 
pr o )or l y i f  wo use t he Hepbur n» But  ar guenent o l i ke t hat  pass 
t hr ough hi s ear s and he j ust  keeps on yel l i ng and yel l i ng» Al l  
t hat  bast ar d does i s make a l ot  of  noi se, He's not  so hot , l ie 
knows hi o hooch, but  ho doesn't  know enough I ngl i sh t o do e good 
j ob, Tho mai n t r oubl e wi t h t hat  guy i s t hat  ho l i kes hi msel f  
t oo much. He koer>o br i ngi ng up al l  ki nds of  wor ds and keeps 
sayi ng t hat  i t f s bet t or  end eas i er  t o use Hepbur n, I t ' s i r r i -
t at i ng, 

I  don't  know what  t he do i n t he o f f i c e, I  wal k i n t her e 
end nobody t al ks t o r c t  They al l  t hi nk t hat  I 'm Hel per n's pet , 
I i al ?>om wont s no t o keep an eye on t he peopl e i n t her e and f i nd 
out  hat 's bot her i ng ever ybody so ho c m Seep up t he mor al e of  
t ho g r am. I  don't  bel ong wi t h t he ot her s i n t he of f i ce end I  
f i gur e t ho best  way t o keep out  of  t r oubl e i s not  t o go i n t her e. 
I f  I  don't  t ouch t hai , t hey can't  hur t  me. 

How t hat  ever ybody ties st ar t ed t eachi ng, t hi ngs ar e goi ng 
bot t or t han bef or e, Tho cut - t hr oat i ng sor t  of  t hi ng has st opped 
because ever ybody i n ki nd of  busy pr epar i ng t he ne::t  day 's l enoons 
and doi ng st uf f  l i k e t hat . 

Yeah, f i al per n want s me t o keep on eye on what 's goi ng on 
and ho want s : to t o t o l l  hi m what 's goi ng on, but  I  t hi nk I ' l l  
st ay away i r on t he o f f i c e, I  wor k f r om ni ne t o s i s and got  
onl j  a hal f  hour  of f  f or  l unch, I  hevot o go over  t o t he hor /;i ' &l  
al l  af t ©:.noon t o t each t ho speci al  nt Mont s i n t her e vfoo ar e 
r ecover i ng and \ tio wi l l  bo j oi ni ng t he uni t  as soon as t hey er e 
wel l . 



F i o l d l iotCD : F r ee Associ at i on 
J ecombor  11, 1943 Bar r y Sai k i  
Bhi but ani  

Sever al  of  us f ol l ows wor e <oi ng t o a Chop Suey on 63r d et r t »ot 9 

e M I  was embar r assed by t he way t hey act ed. Go©, t hey act  as 
t hough t her e f s no war  goi ng on. They yel l  ar ound and act  as t hough 
t hey owned t ho pl ace, I  f o l t  so conspi cuous so t hat  I  wal ked about  
a hal f  bl ock behi nd t hen. F i r s t  I  t ol d t hen t hey bet t er  onl i t  up 
but  t hey di dn't  t hi nk i t  was necessar y so I  j ust  sl owed dovn end 
wal ked behi nd t hem. I t  wan t ho sen© when you guys wer e st andi ng 
i n t he mi ddl e of  t he st r eet  at  Randol ph and St at e. Tou wer e 
hol di ng up t ho t r af f i c i n one of  t he busi est  cor ner s i n t he wor l d 
and wer e t al k i ng away as i f  not hi ng happened, I  j ust  di dn't  
want  t o be conspi cuous, r e wont  i nt o t he Ghov Suey and tho©o 
�'ere no seat s i n t he boot hs oo t hoy t>ut  r i ght  i n t he mi ddl e 

wher e ever ybody coul d nee us eat i ng, I  f o l t  ki nd of  f p̂py 
cause wor e eat i ng wi t h chop st i cks and ever ybody was l ooki ng at  
us , Af t er  i /o got  t hr ough wo went  t o t he show. I  want ed t o go 
©i i l i t  i n� but  t hese f el l ows bought  some candy, r  hen we got  i n 
t hey st ar t ed unwr appi ng t hei r  candy end t he noi oe of  cel l ophane 
was t er r i f i c , I  j ust  sunk i n ray seat . 

The peopl e I  wor k wi t h ar e pr et t y ni c e. The ot her  mor ni ng 
one of  t he f el l ows cane i n and sai d t hat  ho mot  a pr et t y J apanese 

gi r l  on t he bus on t he way t o wor k. He t ol d ne t hat  l ie f or got  
my name or  not her wi s© he woul d have f i xed ever yt hi ng up f or  mo. 

One of  t ho l i ogro f el l ows I  wor k wi t h come up t o me and 
st ar t ed t al k i ng about  i 'ear l  Har bor . Ho t ol d ne t hat  l ie knew 
ho shoul dn't  oay rnyt i l i ng" l i ke t hi s t o ne but  he f el t  t hat  we 
coul d hel p i t  i f  t he J aps at t acked Pear l  Har bor , E© hat ed t he 
J aps , but  he f i gur ed t hat  I  wan i nnocent  and coul dn't  hel p what  
t ho J aps di d. I  guess he di dn't  know I  was an Amer i can c i t i zen 
or  anyt hi ng. 

The ot her  day, t ho l andl ady asked me about  t he J apanese, 
f l he sai d, 'Cr©o, you peopl e car t a i nl y move a l o t . Wer e you 
t hat  way bof or e t he war?- ' l l i sei  ar e ©I wa s movi ng ar ound. I  
guess t hat 's boeouso t hey 'r e never  sat i s f i ed wi t h t he pl aces t hat  
t hey get  so t hoy keep movi ng ar ound. Anot her  t hi ng, t hoy know 
of  t he bet t er  pl aces t hat  t hei r  f r i ends got  and t hoy want  t ho 
seme ki nd of  pl aces . 



F i el d Not es: Fr ee Agsoci at i on Bul l  sessi on 
Deceraber  12?. f  1945 
Shi but ani  

Yuk i : I 'm wor ki ng i n a Negr o Y .W.C.A. now, I  t hought  t hat  I  
coul d f i nd out  a l ot  of  new and i nt er est i ng t hi ngs by wor ki ng 
wi t h t hem, but  I 've been r at her  di soapoi nt ed because t hey'r e 
j ust  l i ke anybody el se. Some of  them ar e awf ul l y ni ce and some 
of  t hen ar e r eal l y bad. I  l i ke my wor k. I  t hi nk i t ' s swel l . 

Temi o: Sur e, Wegr oes ar e j ust  l i ke anybody el se. 

Bar r y2 Anybody el se, but  t he J aps, The J apanese ore cr azy, 
�rake t he way t he J apanese Army f i ght s f or  exampl e. Those guys 
f i ght  i n such a way t hat  t he haku$i n can't  under st and. That 's 
why f r om our  st andar ds t hey'r e nut s. 

Tami o: Wel l , I  can't  f i nd anyt hi ng i n them t hat 's so admi r abl e. 
The damn I s sei  t ai l : about  t hei r  gut s and ever yt hi ng, but  I  t hi nk 
t hey'r e j ust  a bunch of  dumb dopes. They don't  know what  t hey'Ee 
f i ght i ng f or  and t hey j ust  f ol l ow commands. They ar e goi ng t o 
di e f or  t hei r  count r y, but  t hey don't  know what  t hei r  count r y i s 
f i ght i ng f or , 

Bar r y * Yeah, t hey* do cr easy t hi ngs . But  you got  t o l ook at  i t  
f r o:: t hei r  poi nt  of  vi ew. Don't  getme wr ong now. I  don t  l i ke 
t hose guys ei t her , but  I  say t hat  i f  you l ook at  i t  f r om t hei r  
poi nt  of  vi ew, t he hol e t hi ng i s under st ant l l bl e. 

Yuk i : But  t hat  doesn't  j ust i f y t hei r  act s . 

Bar r y: No. I 'm not  sayt hg t hat  i t  j ust i f i es t he t hi ngs t hey do. 
The whol e t hi ng nay not  be abl e t o be j ust i f i ed at  al l  f r om a 
r at i onal  poi nt  of  vi ew, but  I  t hi nk i t ' s unci  er st  and i bl e i f  you 
l ook at  i t  t he way t hey l ook at  i t . Ho, I  don't  t hi nk t hey ar e 
j us t i f i ed. Maybe i t ' s r at i onal  from t hei r  poi nt  of  vi ew. 

Tami o: I t ' s not  r at i onal  f r om t hei r  poi nt  of  vi ew ei t her . 

Bar r y: I f  you gr ant  t hem t hei r  assumpt i ons you mi ght  possi bl y 
tiome t o t hei r  concl usi ons. Vo 'r e j ust  not  wi l l i ng t o or  can't  
under st and t hen. I  t hi nk i t  mi ght  be r at i onal  f rom t hei r  poi nt  
of  vi ew. They st ar t  out  by t hi nki dg t he emperor  i s ever yt hi ng 
and t hey t hi nk anyt hi ng he says i s good. Hel l , t hey you can't  
ar gue anymore. That 's t he wry t hey've been t aught . They can't  
hel p i t  i f  t hey t hi nk t hat  way. The more I  t hi nk of  i t  t he 
more I  t hi nk I t  i s r at i onal  f or  t hem. 

Tami o: Wel l , maybe i t 's r at i onal , but  i t s not  r i ght  f r om t he 
poi nt  of  vi ew of  humani t y. 

Bar r y: Oh, wel l , t hat 's di f f er ent . From a humani t ar i an poi nt  
of  vi ew not hi ng t hese damn f asc i st s do i s r i ght . By t he way, 
you goi ng t o go over  t her e t o f i ght  t hose guys? 

Tami o: I  don't  know wher e I  st and wi t h t he dr af t . F i r st  I  hear  
i t ' s coming i n i n November , t hen I  hear  i t ' s goi ng t o be «J anaury, 
t hen I  hear  i t ' s not  coming at  al l . Last  I  hear d was t hat  i t  
was coming i n i n Apr i l . I  want  t o go t o school  t- A f i ni sh up a 



year 's wor k. Then I  can get  my di pl oma and t hen I  don't  car e 
what  happens. I  want  t o have somet hi ng t o hang; on t o when t he 
war 's over . I 'm t hi nki ng of  goi ng t o school  begi nni ng t hi s 
J anuar y. Thhear d f rom one of  t he sol di er s who wor ks i n t he 
st af f  of f i co down at  Shel by t hat  t he dr af t  was of f  f or  good. 
I  know a l ot  of  cont r ar y st or i es or e c i r cul at i ng, but  I  t hi nk 
t hi n guy ought  t o know. Af t er  al l , he's r i ght  i n t her e. 

Bar r y: What  woul d you do i f  t her e wer e a dr af t ? 

Tani o: Hel l , what  can I  do? You have t o go, you have t o go, t hat ' 
a l l . 

YUki : Sur e, t her e's not  much anybody can do about  a thinfc l i ke 
t hat  unl ess he want s t o be put  i n j ai l . I  t hi nk some of  t he 
Ni sei  ought  t o go. Af t er  al l , i t ' l l  be bet t er  af t er  t he war  
f or  al l  of  us i f  somebody goes. 

Torni : Sur e. I  don't  see what  some of  t he bums ar ound her e ar e 
get t i ng done anyway. Al l  t hey do i s s i t  ar ound end make t r oubl e. 
They j ust  go ar ound cr eat i ng bad i mpr essi ons and t hey cont i nue 
yel l i ng about  somethi ng t hat  happened a l ong t i me ago. They'r e 
act ual l y bet t er  of f  out  her e t han t hey woul d have been i f  t her e 
had been no evaeuet i on, but  t hey moan and compl ai n and j ust  get  
i n t he way. The nui t  j obs wi t hout  r eason end get  ever ybody mad. 
A f ew months i n t he Army wi l l  do them f  ood and i t  wi l l  t each 
them some r esponsi bi l i t y . Then i t  wi l l  al so cl ear  them of f  t he 
st r eet  and t he ot her s who ar e l ef t  can l i ve i n peace. I  t hi nk 
t hey ought  t o dr af t  t hese men who ar en't  doi ng anyt hi ng con-
st r uct i ve. I t ' s not  f ai r  wi t h al l  t he ot her  youhr  men goi ng. 

Yuk i : I t ' s not  j ust  t he $i s ei  who wer e di sr ant ed by t he war . 
Ever ybody l ias had t o suf f er . Ther e ar e t housands of  peopl e who 
had t o gi ve up t hei r  homes and busi ness t o ser ve over seas. Some 

of  them ar e even gi vi ng up t hei r  l i ves . 

Bar r y: That 's r i ght , but  t he Ni sei  don't  see t hi ngs t hat  way. 
They f i gur e l i ke t hi s : t he government  di d us wr ong so t hey 
haven ?t  got  t he r i ght  t o dr af t  us . " I  t hi nk t her e's goi ng t o 
be a l ot  of  r esent ment  i f  t he dr af t  comes i n. 

Tani o3 Peopl e ar e r eal l y scar ed of  t he dr af t  t hough. I  know 
when I  was i n camp a l ot  of  peopl e wer e sayi ng t hat  t he r eason 
why t hey di dn't  want  t hei r  sons t o come out  was t hat  t hey di dn't  
want  them i n t he Ar myX. Sur e, t hat 's t he r eason why a l ot  of  

t hem don't  want  t o oome out . Some of  t hose Ki bei  are sur e 
goi ng t o be sor e when t hey get  dr af t ed r i ght  out  of  t he cent er s. 

Bar r y: Who i n t he hel l  want s Ki bei  i n t he Army? I  know a l ot  
of  Ki bei  and I  woul dn't  condemn them as a gr oup. Some of  them 
ar c r eal l y good f el l ows, but  some of  t hose guys t hi nk j ust  l i ke 
J aps. 

Yuk i : That 's t r ue. You can't  t r sut  some of  t hem. 

Tani o: Hel l , t hose guys ar e l i abl e t o shoot  t hei r  guns i n any 
di r ect i on. 



Bar r y: Wel l , t hose guys had a f i el d day i n camps, but  now t hey've 
cone t o t he end of  t hei r  t r ai l . They t hought  t hey wer e pr et t y 
good, you know. They even t hr eat ened t o beat  no up. J esus 
Chr i st . We used t o get  i nt o a hel l  of  an ar gument . J ust  when 
I  got  goi ng and I  st ar t ed gi vi ng them some good arguments t hey 
woul d pi n me dorm. They ask mo why I 'm behi nd bar bed wi r es i f  
Amer i cans ar e so r ood. � They do t hat  al l  t he t i me. When t hey 
say t hat , t hen t her e i s no more ar gument . I t ' s l i ke t he men* who 
mot es t he Bi bl e f or  hi s aut hor i t y. When he says i t 's so becauee 
t he Bi bl e says so t hen you can ar gue wi t h hi m anymore because 
He ' l l  get  sor e/ Yeah, I  guess t he J aps ar e el l  l i ke t hat . 
They'r e f anat i cal . 

Tuk i : Her e we go agai n. 

Bar r y: I 'el l , i t ' s t r ue. rnhoso guys wer e br ought  up on t hose 
st or &f t s. I  remember  bei ng t ol d t hose st or i es about  Gener al  
?Togi  and Por t  Ar t hur  and t he baku- dan~pan~yushi . (Thr ee br ave 
bomb car r i er )* When I  was a l i t t l e k i d t hey used t o t el l  me 
t hose st or i es and i f  I  di dn't  go t o col l ege and r un i nt o a hunch 
of  Reds who used t o t el l  me about  t he r ape of  i icfcMgtc; and t el l  
me what  a bunch of  bast ar ds t he J aps wer e I  may s t i l l  bel i eve 
t han, /i l l  t he Ni sei  wer e br ought  up on t hose s t or i es , and I  
£7aesc some of  them s t i l l  car r y t hem ar ound. 

Taxnioi  I  don't  t hi nk most  f eHoi 's t ake them ser i ousl y now. May- be 
t hey may remember  t hem, but  I  don t  t hi nk i t  i nt er f er es wi t h 
t hei r  t hi nk i ng. Af t er  a l l , al l  t hese guys ar e i nt er est ed i n i s 
l i v i ng and havi ng a swel l  t i me. IVhat  t he hel l  do t hey car e 
about  t he 'br ave J aps? 

Bar r y: I  t hi nk we ought  t o t hi nk about  t hi s aor t  of  t hi ng, t hough. 
J ust  t hi nk . They'r e havi ng- a l ot  of  t r oubl e j ust  t aki ng a f ew 
i sl ands her e and t her e. The J apanese haven't  even begun t o f i ght . 
Then t hey get  cl ose t o t he homel and t hey ' l l  r eal l y f i ght  and we'r e 
goi ng to l ose a l ot  of  mem. I  r ead i n t he paper  t he ot her  day 
t hat  J apanese - di et s wer e t or pedoi ng shi ps and t hen t r vi ng t o 
get  away when f i r ed on. They'r e s t i l l  t hi nki ng of  pet t i ng away 
saf ol y. When t hey get  cl ose t o t hei r  homel and t hose guys ar en't  
goi ng t o t hi nk of  get t i ng away and t hey'r e j ust  goi ng t o cr ash 
t hei r  shi ps i nt o t he boat s i f  t hey have t o . They won't  hesi t at e 
t o di e when t hey'r e cl ose t o home. I  t hi nk "a l ot  of  Amer i can 
boys ar e goi ng t o l ose t hei r  l i ves unnecessar i l y unl ess we t hi nk 
about  t hese t hi ngs. I t  doesn't  make any di f f er ence i f  t hey'r e 
r at i onal  or  not . That 's t he vjay t hey ar e, t hat 's al l . 

Tuk i : Wel l , I  guess t hat 's t r ue, but  what  good wi l l  t hi nki ng -
about  i t  do? Af t er  al l , ve'r enot  di r ect i ng t he st r at egy. 

Temi oj  That 's what  I  say, Ber r y. L et 's get  cl oser  t o home. 

âlm- dan- raan- - m̂shi  r ef er s t o t he t hr ee men who dur i ng 
t he f i ght  agai nst  Chi na In' t he '30's gave t hei r  l i ves i n or der  
t o open a gap i n an i mpenet r abl e Chi nese wel l . Af t er  sever al  
at t acks had f ai l ed, t he t hr ee men vol unt eer ed t o t i e expl osi ves 
on t o t hei r  body and t o chr r ge i nt o t he l i nes . V hen Chi nese 
bul l et s hi t  them t he dynami t e went  of f  openi ng t he l i ne. They 
became nat i onal  her oes. 



Bar r y: L o t 's t al k about  more pl easant  - thi ngs, shal l  we? L ot 's 
t al k about  women* 

T.- xi ioj  Too many women al r eady her e. 

Bar r ys How about  t he nor t hwest - Cal i f or ni a sj fcl i t  among t he «i s ei ? 

Yuk i : Y es , i sn't  i t  st r ange t hat  a gr oup of  peopl e who ar e so 
much per secut ed by ot her s have t o get  down no l ow as t o f i ght  
and per secut e each ot her . You'd t hi nk t hat  t he Ni s ei  of  al l  
peopl e woul d get  t oget her  and or k as a gr oup or  at  l east  l er ve 
each ot her  al one. 

Tom: That  seems t o be t he ease i n a l l  mi nor i t y gr oups. One of  
t he wor st  and most  vi c i ous cast e syst ems i n Amer i ca i s wi t hi n 
t he "ogr o gr oup i t s el f . 

Yuk i : I s t hat  so. I  t hought  so when I  not i ced now car ef ul  t hey 
wer e about  sel ect i ng gi r l s f or  member shi p i n t he Y .W.C.A . I  
t hought  anybody coul d get  i n by t hey t r y t o f i nd out  al l  about  
t hen bef or e t hey l et  t hem i n. Onl y cer t ai n ki nds of  r 4egr oec 
can get  i n appar ent l y. 

Bar r yJ  Yeah, i t ' s sur e f unny. The guys I  st ay wi t h hat e t he 
nor t hwest  peopl e» «Some of  them ar e al ways t al k i ng about  beat i ng 
up some guy f or  t he nor t hwest . 

Tami o: Yeah, and t he St ockt on boys don't  l i ke t he Sant a Ani t a 
f el l ows . They say t he boys ar e wi l d. They'r e a di sgr ace t o t he 
ni hoaj i n. 

Yuk i ! Y es , and I  not i ce t hat  t her e's uni t e a ' i t  of  r esent ment  
agai nst  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a gr aduat es who ar e goi ng 
ar ound t el l i ng ever ybody t hey ar e n i nt el l ect ual s" j ust  because 
t hoy went  t o Cal . They r eal l y t hi nk t hey 'r e somebody. They 
j ust  won't  associ at e wi t h ot her  I Ti sei . They l ust  hang ai ound 
by t he is el ves . 

Toni : I s n' t  t hat  t er r i bl e? They di d t hat  i n Tul e Lake t oo. 
Those U.C. boys wer e so smug find t hey went  ar ound act i ng as 
t hough t hey knew ever yt hi ng. I  l oiew most  cf  t hen at  Cal  and 
saw what  t hey di d t her e. They j ust  wast ed t hei r  par ent s ' money. 
Thei r  nor ont s wor ked har d i n t he f i el ds to send t hem t o school  
and t hey j ust  went  and had a good t i ne. They never  t hought  of  
doi ng anyt hi ng but  have f un. They di dn' t  l ear n anyt hi ng at  Cal . 
I  t hi nk somebody ought  t o gi ve them a good swi f t  ki ck» 

Tami oi  And you know, t hose guys ar en't  ki ddi ng when t hey say 
t hey t hi nk t hey 'r e i nt ol l ect aul s . That 's what  i rakes i t  so f unny. 
Thoy say i t  when t hey 'r e ser i ous . 

Bar r y: Those guys never  r ead a book i n t hei r  l i ves . I  doubt  
i f  t hey know how t o r ead. I t ' s a wonder  r oue of  them even got  
i nt o Cal . I t ' s a mi r acl e t hat  t hey got  out  wi t h a di nl ona» 

yuk i : I  wonder  i f  al l  of  t hese t hi ngs wi l l  go on af t er  t he war . 
I  guess a l ot  r l eponds on wher e we go. 



Bar r y: I  hoar d t hat  wo coul d go hack t o Cal i f or ni a now and t hat  
we don't  have t o wai t  unt i l  af t er  t he war . 

Tow. VJ hore di d you hear  t hat ? 

Bar r y: Some guy sai d t hat  ho r ead i t  i n t he paper , I  l ooked 
al l  over  i n t he paper s t ho next  day, but  I  coul dn't  f i nd i t . 
Then I  f i gur ed t hat  t he V HA want ed t o keep i t  cui et  so t hat  
t he peopl e on t he Coast  won't  get  c l amed, 

Ton: I t  was i n t he Her al d, but  t her e nay be some st r i ngs at t ached, 
I  doubt  i f  t her e ar e so many i ndef i ni t e l eaves t o Cal i f or ni a 
ot her  t hen f or  t hose who «r ewor ki ng f or  F .O.C, , t he Ar my, or  
have kot o husbands or  wi ves, 

T?mi o: i Ui h, Who I n t he hel l  want s t o go back t o Cal i f or ni a? 
I f  t hey don't  want  us , t he hel l  wi t h t hem, I f  t hey t hi nk we'r e 
goi ng "or  ok t her e on our  knees beg i ng them to l et  us i n , t hey'r e 
cr azy. The hol l  wi t h t hem, 

Yuk i : I  t hi nk camp l i f e has done somet hi ng t o a l ot  of  peopl e. 
They'r e not  t he same peopl e who went  I nt o camp. They won t  
l i ke i t  i n Cal i f or ni a because so many of  t hei r  f r i ends &6n't  
be t ner e. Yfaat  t hey r eal l y mi ss i s not  Cal i f or ni a but  t hei r  
ol d f r i ends . 

Bar r y; Yeah, and t hey don't  behave wel l  enough t o go back t o 
Cal i f or ni a. Li ke t hese guys I  l i ve wi t h, Gee, I 'm al ways 
embar r assed when 1 go ar ound wi t h them because t hey j ust  yel l  
ar ound < nd act  as t hough t her e's no wer  goi ng on. They don't  
r eal i se t hat  ever ybody fs maki ng sacr i f i ces and t hat  t hef 'r e 
not  t he onl y ones. 

(l l otes ' er e t  ken f r om t i me t o t i me dur i ng t ho conver sat i on by 
r .oi ng t o t he ne;ct  room on some prefcer.t  or  anot her . As muoh as 
possi bl e t he exact  wor ds used have been used. I t  was obvi ousl y 
i n osci bl e and i mpr act i cal  t o get  ever yt hi ng. Al l  sal ut at i ons 
and ot her  f or mal i t i es have been cut .) 



F i el d Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
December  15, 1945 
Shi but ani  

The Her al d had a hel l  of  a di r t y edi t or i al  about  t he ni sei  
t oday and i t  made me mad as hel l , l  had al l  ki nds of  vi si ons 
i n my mi nd as i  was daydr eami ng about  t he F .B . I , ar r est i ng t he 
edi t or  of  t he paper  f or  subver si ve ac t i v i t i es . I  t hought  of  
sendi ng them a~l et t er  ouot i ng a sect i on of  t he espi i onage act  
j ust  t o scar e hel l  out  of  t hem. 

Ri ght  af t er  t he' ar  br oke out , I  r eal l y t hough t het  t he wor st  
woul d come. I  t hought  t hat  t he Ni sei  woul d be beat en up and 
l ynched r i ght  and l ef t . I  kept  wonder i ng what  I  woul d do i f  a 
mob came af t er  me. Those wer e t he ki nd of  t hi ngs I  t hought  
a bout . I t  coul dn't  be hel ped. You .iust  t hought  of  t hose 
t hi ngs, t hat 's al l . The onl y consol at i on t hat  I  had was t he 
f eel i ng t hat  af t er  al l , al l  of  us won't  be k i l l ed. Some of  
us wi l l  come out  of  i t  al i ve. Then I  f i gur ed we coul d l i ve 
agai n l i ke human bei ngs. I  f i gur ed t he best  t hi ng t o do was 
t o si t  t i ght  and hope f or  t he bes t . I  remembered t hat  one of  
my t eacher s t ol d r e once t hat  when you di dn't  know what  t o do, 
you ought  t o s i t  t i ght  because t hep you coul dn't  make t he 
si t uat i on any wor se. I  f i gur ed t hat  you coul d wai t  unt i l  i t  
was al l  over  and t hen you coul d t hi nk t he exci t i ng exper i ence 
t hat t  we went  t hr ough. 



F i el d Not es 
December  17, 1945 
Shi but ani  Chi eko 

when I  hear d t hat  t her e was a ni ce ar t i c l e i n Ti me Magazi ne 
about  t he Ni sei  I  r ushed up t o see i f  i t  was i n t he l i br ar y . I  
hear d t hat  i t  was r eal l y good so I  went  up t o see f or  mysel f . I  
want ed t o buy a copy, but  t her e wer en't  any more ar ound. I t  
r eal l y was a f ai r  st at ement , t hough, wasn't  i t ? 

Est her  moved i n wi t h us af t er  we came t o Chi cago. I  never  
saw her  bef or e. We happened t o v i s i t  her  J ust  when she was 
ki cked out  of  her  pl ace. We f i r s t  êt  her  when we wer e al l  
l i v i ng t oget her  at  t he Semi nar y. Si nce she was bei ng ki cked 
out  we t hought  i t  mi ght  be j ust  as good f or  al l  of  us t o l i ve 
t oget her . She's sor t  of  f unny, t hough. She has no f r i ends , 
r  r t ha has onl y a f ew f r i ends. The same gr oup of  f el l ows come 
over  t o see us al l  t he t i me. I  used t o know them oui t e wel l , 
I  guess Est her  i s wai t i ng f or  t he i deal  man t o come al ong. 
She won't  go out  on dat es or  anyt hi ng. She j ust  s i t s at  home 
and wai t s and wai t s . She t hi nks i t  mi ght  be bad i f  she went  
out  wi t h somebody because t hat  mi ght  spoi l  her  r ecor d or  some-
t hi ng. Heck, I  see not hi ng wrong wi t h goi ng out  wi t h f el l ows 
as l ong as you know how t o behaveyour sel f . I  don't  know how 
Mar t ha's coming wi t h her  boy f r i end. He's smoki ng agai n. I  
don't  t hi nk i t  was f i ar  f or  her  t o ask him t o st op. I t ' s 
not hi ng t o smoke. Mar s (Est her 's br ot her ) i s coming i n f r om 
t he camp agai n. I  don't  know i f  I  ought  t o t ake hi m t oo 
ser i ous. He's t oo ser i ous f or  l i e. 



F i el d l l ot os: Fr ee Assoc i at i on 
December  13, 1945 
Shi but ani  Doi  

I  guess I ' l l  many a g i r l  v i t h some money, Maybe 1*11 
f i nd mysel f  a war  wi dow. Ther e ought  t o be pl ent y of  t hem ar ound 
up i n Mi nneapol i s . Hel l , I  coul d get  $10,000 and a g i r l  who's 
al most  a v i r gi n. I  t hi nk I f d bet t er  mar r y a t al l  gi r l  so t hat  
our  k i ds can be t a l l . I ' l l  have t o get  a gi r l  wi t h bi g p ês t oo 
t o sor t  of  make up f or  my smal l  eyes. I ' l l  have t o f i nd a gi r l  
who's had her  appendi x out  al r eady bccaue an oper at i on wi l l  cost  

me about  f t 500. I  t hi nk I ' l l  have a hear t  t o hear t  t al k wi t h her . 
One gi r l  sai d bluntj fcy t o me t hat  she l i ked t o have a ions-  en-
gagement . I  never  knew t hat  bef or e; I  never  t hought  of  t hat  
bef or e. That 's t he f i r s t  t i me a gi r l  t ol d me f r ankl y what  she 
t ought  about  t hi ngs l i ke t hat . I  l i ked i t . I  t hi nk more gi r l s 
ought  t o t o l l  t he f el l ows ;j ust  what  t hey want . 

The ol d pr ej udi ces t hat  wor ked back i n Cal i f or ni a sue goi ng 
al l  over  agai n. Remember  t hat  Fur uyana gal . She's got  a bad 
r ep j ust  because her  mot her  used t o l ay f or  J .̂ I . ' s . I  remember  
t hose guys t al ki ng; about  goi ng t o t hat  hot el  because t he mama-
sen was pr et t y good i n bed. She's a ni ce gi r l , but  t he boys 
never  t akk her  ser i ous l y . Cour se her  br ot her 's bei ng a bast ar d 
doesn't  hel p out  any ei t her . He got  put  i n j ai l  once f or  
r api ng a hakuj i n g i r l , ne ' s a god damn pi mp anyway. She's 
never  done anyt hi ng, hut  onl y t he f as t  guys wi l l  go ar ound wi t h 
her  so t hat  her  r ep goes f r om bad t o wor se. 

Koe came i n f r om Savage. He sai d t hat  he's comi ng ar ound 
t o see us . 

December  18, 1945 Eoe 

I  know a l ot  of  f ol l ows up i n Savage who haveno busi ness 
up t her e. They j ust  went  t o t he Army t o get  out  of  t he cent er s . 
I  wont  out  t o beet  wor k j ust  t o get  out  of  camp. I  coul dn't  
s a n d i t  and I  can under st and why a l ot  of  ot her  guys woul d 
want  t o get  out . I  want ed t o get  out  of  camp and do some wor k 
so I  pi cked beet s . The Ar my's not  bad. We st udy about  13 hour s 
a day. \ 'e have no more school  now. I  f i gur e myst udyi ng days 
ar e over . I  t hi nk af t er  t he war  I ' l l  send my br ot her and s i s t er  
t hr ough school . When I 'm over seas I  can send home about  § 75. 
a month f or  t han. I f  ± get  k i l l ed, t hey can have (0.0,000. 

December  18, 1945 Mas 

My par ent s and br ot her  and s i st er  ar e s t i l l  i n Tul e Lake. 
I  changed my mi nd af t er  answer i ng Ho and t hen went  out  t o J erome 
al one. I ' v e been l i v i ng at  t he Host el  and goi ng t o school  and 
wor ki ng my way t hr ough s i nce earning her e, but  t hey ar e hi nt i ng 
at  t he Host el  t hat  t hey went  me t o move out . I  hear  t hat  Tul e 
had r ui t e a bi t  of  t r oubl e., My s i s t er  says t hat  bl ocks 4, 5, 

and 6 wer e t ear - gassed. Al l  t he camps ar e ki nd of  dul l  now. 
Wi t h t he except i on of  Tul e t her e ar e no young T>eople l ef t  i n 
any of  t he cent er s. I t  must  be awf ul l y dul l  i n al l  of  t hem. 



F i el d J Notes: Fr ee Associ at i on 
December  20, 1944 
Shi but ani  Sr .kur ai  end J acoby 

Sakur ai : The t r oubl e wi t h t he l et t er s goi ng back t o t he Cent er s 
i s t hat  t he wr ong ki nd of  peopl e wr i t e at  t he wrone t i me* I  

know a l ot  of  peopl e wr i t e when t hey f i r s t  get  her e and t hen 
when t hey get  set t l ed down t hey or e t oo busy t o wr i t e, "- hen 
you f i r s t  get  her e, you can't  hel p but  bei ng demor al i zed be-
cause t he pl ace i s so new and ever yt hi ng. That 's why a l ot  of  
l et t er s t hat  go back ar e so bad. They don't  gi ve a t r ue pi c-
t ur e of  how t hi ngs ar e af t er  you get  set t l ed down. 

J acoby: I  have hear d al so t hat  t hose who ar e successf ul  i n 
Chi cago don't  wr i t e about  t hei r  successes f or  f r ear  t hat  t hose 
who r ead t hei r  l et t er s may deci de t o come out . I f  t hese peopl e 

do come out  and f a i l , t hey ar e l i kel y t o be bl amed. I  under -
st and t hat  f ai l ur es don't  wr i t e f or  shame. 

December  20, 1944 � -  Har r y Mayeda 

I  was i n t he l i ars hal l  F i el d candy shop t ho ot her  day and 
was t r yi ng t o get  somet hi ng t o send back t o t he cent er s. Ther e 

was a bi g mob t her e and I  j ust  coul dn t  get  i n. I ' d pet  al most  
t o t he f r ont  l i ne and t hen some woman woul d j ust  shove no asi de 
end I  woul d f i nd mysel f  pr act i cal l y at  t he t ai l  end agai n. 
F i nal l y , a ver y di gni f i ed women came i n and wormed her  way i nt o 
t he f r ont . She l i t er al l y shoved al l  t he peopl e asi de t o get  
up t her e. When she had - purchased her  candy, she t ur ned t owar d 
me and t hen agai n l i t er al l y shoved oi l  t he êo l̂ e bet ween us 
out  of  t he way. Then she beckoned t o me t o cone t o t he count er . 
She t hen t ur ned ver y i ndi gnant l y t o t he sal esgi r l  and sai d, "see 
her e, t hi s gent l eman has been wai t i ng f or  a hal f  hour . The onl y 
reasor» he's not  i n t he f r ont  i s t hat  he i s t oo pol i t e t o 
push peopl e ar ound. Wi l l  you see t o i t  t hat  he i s ser ved?" 
The sal esgi r l  sai d al l  r i ght  so I  was ser ved. The par t i ng 
shot  at  me was, "You don't  get  candy l i ke t hi s i n China,;,: do 
you?" Boy, I  t hi nk i f  t hose mad women knew t hat  I  was a J ap, 
t hey woul d have t or n me apar t . 

I  had an i nt er est i ng exper i ence i n New Yor k. I  went  i nt o 
t ho Li yako r est aur ant  wher e al l  t he ot her  Ni sei  hang out  end guess 
who I  r an i nt o? Di ane was t her e s i t t i ng wi t h Noel  Toy t ho f en 
dancer . I  was wal ki ng out  wi t h two of  my f r i ends and she came 
up t o me and sai d, "Why, Har r y, i t ' s been such a l ong t i me si nce 
I ' v e seen youi " Boy, I  al most  went  t hr ough t he f l oor . I  di d 
some f ast  t al ki ng and t hen l ef t . I  apol ogi zed t o my f r i ends 
f or  not  i nt r oduci ng her  t o them and t ol d them I  had f or got t en 
her  none. I  guess t hat  ki nd of  l i e i s per mi ssabl e. I  coul dn't  
�cel l  them she was a pr ost i t ut e i n Tul e Lake af t er  t he f ami l i ar  
way i n whi ch she spoke t o me. 



Fi el d Kot os; Fro© Associ at i on 
December £0, 1945 

ocent  Tu 

Shi but anl  

When t ho segr egat i on pr ogr am st ar t ed and when t he sor r ogees 
st ar t ed coni ng; i nt o Tul e ¿¡¡rice t ho peopl e J ust  l ooked upon t he 
canp as t he pl ace f or  J apanese. The cor don phr ase was , "Thi s 
i s J apan J " They st ar t ed .Tananese school s v;i t h cal i s t heni cs f o r  
t ho k i ds and wi t h al l  t he t r adi t i onal  f or mal i t i es . Tho peopl e 
who had scno t eachi ng er per i eneo i n J apan or  i n t hi s count r y 
st ar t ed t hei r  school s , When t hey eoul dn f t  use t he r ecr eat i on 
hal l o , t hoy st ar t ed hol di ng c l asses i n t hei r  r ooms. Ever y 
no mi ng you ooul d soe k i ds r unni ng ar ound t he canp and exer c i s i ng 
under  t he super vi se» of  t hei r  t eaoher s . 

1 i r s t  of  al l  t he I ncooi ng gr oup wes di ssat i s f i ed wi t h the i r  
cucr t or s . Thi s i s Ut i der Bt endi bl o when you consi der  t he k i nd 
of  f ac i l i t i es t hey had when t hey wor e i n ot her  canps. Tho f i r s t  
boef  case when t ho peopl e who came i n had t o be separ at ed i n 
Rousi ng« I t  wasn't  t he f aul t  of  any par t i cul ar  per son bocaus© 
t hose who had l ef t  Tul e Lake had l ef t  f r cn al l  bl ocks i n t ho 
canp* Ther e wer eno wi i ol e bl ocks t hat  wor e open so t hat  t he 
r oans had t o bo ass i f  ned as t hey wer e avai l abl e, f i cro t ough 
cuf f  i f n k i be i s st ar t ed r ai si ng, hel l , but  t hey ver o r ef used. 
Ther e wasn't  nuch anybody coul d do about  i t . Tl i oy got  sor e and 
t ho:; sl apped a g i r l  who vor ked i n t he housi ng depar t ment  and 
t hen br oke al l  t he wi ndows of  t he pl ac e. 

Host  cane t ho coat  nes s . Best  got  t he not i on t hat  he had 
t o be t ough wi t h t hese peopl e. He ne.&© t he announcement  t hat  
t ho:/ had t o wor k B hour s . Then ©an© t he s t r i ke. The noopl o 
who wer e agi t at i ng wer e not  t hose i n t he cr ow. Thoy wor e i  eopl o 
who wor e di s sat i s f i ed wi t h ever yt hi ng el se t f ao t ook t hi s as an 
esccol l ent  oppor t uni t y t o get  go i ng. Kai  was one of  t hen. The 
coal  cr ow bunch eo: :e i nt o see no end asked no t o medi at e t he 
di f f i c ul t i es f or  t hem. 1! t o l d t hen I  was l eavi ng &nd al l  t hat , 
but  t hoy i ns i st ed i n such a way t hat  t her e wasn't  much t hat  I  
coul d do cut  t ho wor k wi t h t hen. They demanded t hat  t hey bo 
£i vcn f our  meal s a day ; t hat  t hoy wor k onl y f our  hour s a day5 
t hat  t hey be pi ckod up at  hcoo by t ho t r unks ; and a eo upM of  
ot her  t hi ngs . I  agr eed t o t ake t he demands up t o t ho admi n i o-
t  r at  i on t o see what  coul d bo done about  i t . I  made one mi s-
t ake t hough« I  knew t hat  scno of  t hooo guys wer e not  members 
of  t ho coal  cr ew so I  l ef t  out  t hr eo of  t ho agi t at or s f r om t ho 
c au l t t o e . Lvor  s i nce t hen X ties i n dut ch wi t h t hen. For  a 
l ong t i me best  r ef used t o soe no but  f i nal l y I  went  i n aftd 
convi nced hIra t hat  t ho best  t hi ne: f or  hi m t o do i s t o gi ve i n 
t o t hese demands, i f  t or  a l ong t al k X auceeeded i n get t i ng 
ever yt hi ng t he peopl e want ed. But  X was i n t ho doghouse because 
I  l ef t  out  t he t hr oe agi t at or s who want ed t o get  i n and t r y t o 
got  mor e. 

Ot her  di f f i c ul t i os ar ose i n Tul e bef or e t h i s . One ni ght  
t ho C.A . sponsor ed a danco f or  t he C.A . i .wker s who had come in. 
f r om t he ot her  car p̂s. When wo wor e about  hal f  way t hr ough Kai  
showed up and donondod t o pet  i n . Tho per son wat chi ng t he gat e 
woul dnf t  l ot  hi m i n wi t hout  - eyi ng admi ssi on. l ie s ai d, w' e 9 l l  
seo i f  I  can't  got  i n . " A f ew mi nut os l at er  ho showed up wi t h 



a gang of  Kl bei  r oughnecks and f or ced hi n tmy I nt o t ho hal l . He 
t hen st opped t he dance and gave us e l ect ur e. Ho t ol d us t hat  we 
hod no r i ght  t o "bo enj oyi ng our ool vos when our  fol l ow; J apanese 
i n J apan wer e suf f er i ng so mc h , Ho f i nal l y t ol d us t hat  i f  
we per si st ed i n havi ng dances hi o r uf f i ans woul d cor  o I n and 
wr eck ever yt hi ng, 

The r eel  br ani : cane v/hon t wo t r ucks r aci ng t o t he far t i  
cr ashed and sever al  peoni e wor o i n j ur ed. TV on t he bi g t r oubl e 
CG e» Tho st r i ke was co Ho d , Thon t he admi ni st r at i on pul l ed 
a »r i so bonor , Tho peopl e di dn't  go t o wor k and yet  t he 
adn i n l ot  r at  i on di dn't  know vAmt was up because no negot i at i ng 
oasfci t t eo went  up t o y el l . Kai  and hi e gang wor e snar t , Best  
t hen annou cod t i *at  i f  no comi t t oo cai o up t o negot i at e by 
8 o'c l ock t ho neKt  r oomi ng t he Amy woul d har vest  t he cr ops, 
Kai  hod tl iO a î i nl s t r  at  i on over  a cor r el i . They cal l ed t ho 
adi  - i ni at r at i on bl uf f  e nd f i or o was not hi ng t he adr i i ni st r at l on 
ooul d do about  i t , Tho noirfc mor ni ng omo al ong and not hi ng 
hr npoaod, Tho \ 7RA di dn't  i mow whet  t he do» Then th© acivo 
Got  out  t hat  one of  t ho i nj ur ed no di ed, I t  was deci ded t hat  
t hi o nan shoul d havo a publ i c f uner al « Best  r ef used t o al l ow 
t Lee t o uno t ho crjn or  t he out door  st age f or  t hi s pur pose, so 
t hey had i t  et  t he sur .» r i ng. Tho v;hol o gr oup was guar ded by 
i 'viboi  root ¡hnoeks end corse peopl e wor e c otur  l l y f or cai  t o go. 
The t ensi on was reaJ Ll y hi gh, Doug ôok cane al ong and end 
st ar t ed t aki ng cl ot ur es. One of  t he r oughnccko t ol d hi m t o 
s\ .op and when ho woul dn't  t hey t ook hi s- canor a and wr acked i t . 
Then i  hen t hey t ol d hi n t o go, Cook r ef used and t hey poshed 
hi n r  r ound a l i t t l e. OT)l or  was around t  l ie r e t oo but  hen one 
of  t he f el l ows who J aiew hi n t ol d hi m sni l i ngl y t hat  ho di dn't  
t hi nk Caucasi ans shoul d bo a, r ound, Op l or  caught - on r i ght  away 
and l o f t . Shi r ai  t r i ed t o opon up t he coop and al nost  pot  
bcat on up, u© di dn't  know anyt hi ng about  whet  was goi ng on, 
Tho I .'i bci s had cl osed up al l  t ho cant oens on t ho ground t hat  
i t  shoudl  not  bo opon whi l e ouch a so l one occasi on was t aki ng 
pl aco. Shi r ai  wont  up t o t ho coop pl aco end when he f ound i t  
Cl osed ho st ar t ed r /ci i i ng t hat  i t  shoul dn't  be cl osed t hat  
day, A coupl e of  t ough Ki bei  wal ked up t o ht o and t ol d hi n, 
:i e woo so scar ed t hat  ho j ust  r an f or  hone, 

1 under st and t hat  at  t ho l  onday neet l ng when t he peopl e 
al l  went  up t he admi ni st r at i on bul l  i ng t o hoar  i ryèr  speak, 
cono I t i bei  went  fresi  door  t o door  and r out ed t ho peopl e out  
of  t l i oi r  epar t i i ont s. Tho peopl e di dn't  havo much ohoi co about  
goi ng or  not , 

I «n ki nd of  wor r i ed about  whi t 's happeni ng now because ny 
t>i?othor  who i o l of t  i n t her e t r i al  t o st ar t  a counter - n vo: ont  
agai nst  t hoco buns and ho was di scover ed, 1 f n af r ai d of  whet  
t hey ni ght  t r y t o do t o hi n. 

I  was i n a t i ght  f i r : j ust  bef or e I  er ne out . I t  was knotm 
t hat  I  was goi ng t o l eave sooner  or  l at er , and t hey know t hat  I  
wasn't  ono of  t hen« I  was schedul ed t o l eave on t ho 34t h, Tsuda 
who i s wi t h t ho war dens cane oxTor  t o soo no and t ol d no t hat  I f d 
bot t er  not  "sl eep at  hone on t ho ni ght  bof or o because t hey wore 
goi ng t o cono af t er  no . Ilo t hought  t hat  i f  I  sl ept  scr ewher e 
el se t hey coul d cone i n end see f or  t h a" is el ves whet her  I  was i n 
or  not  and t han l eave. I f  ny par ent s r ef usedt o opon t he door  



or  a et hi ng l i ke t hat  t hoy mi ght  br eak t he wi ndows or  somet hi ng. 
3o I  wont  over  t o sl oop wi t h Fat her  Dei  t hat ' ni ght * not hi ng 
ha i penod. Tho next  day, when I  l o f t , I  under st and t hat  f ccnc 
t hugs wor e ar ound t o boot  mo up as I  l o f t , but  t oo many o f  my 
f r i onds wor e ar ound and t hey ecMl dnf t  do anyt hi ng, 

I  t hi nk t ho maj or  pr obl em out  hor n i n br ooki ng t ho i eo# 
Thoy ask you m soon as vou go i n f or  an i nt er vi ew v/hothor  or  
not  you ar o J apanese. Then t hoy ask you i f  you havo your  
r el oase. They speak ver y ni ce and Ôl i t o l y when you 
your  ci r cumst ances t o t hem, but  whon von get  near  t ho noi nt  
xAl or o you want  t ho l oto, t hoy back t a, The usual  l i no «o, 
"Of  cour se, ï  under st and und I  don V. car o but  amo nf  r w 
empl oyees mi ght  obj ect  #n 



F i el d Hot esj  Fr ee Associ at i on 
Shi but ani , 1/11/44 

f l i sei , 35 

Oh, we go t o t he Vi ct or i a r ui t e a bi t . I t ' s pr et t y good 
t her e. I  don't  see why some guys spend t en bucks i n t aki ng out  
a Di sc i  g i r l . They don't  get  what  t hey r eal l y want  because t hey'r e 
t oo bashf ul  t o ask f or  i t . J ust  t hi nk how much more f un vou can 
have f or  onl y $5.50)f  

I  never  t ake any chances. I 'm never  dr unk when I  go up t o 
sec t he whor es. I  know v/hat  i t ' s l i ke t o have syph or  gon. I  
remamber  once i n hi gh school  t her e was one guy who never  went  t o 
t he can when anybody el se was t her e. A gang of  us gr abbed him 
once end t ook hi s pant s o f f . He had a dose and boy i t  was a 
hor r i bl e s i ght . I  don't  ever  want  t o get  l i ke t hat . I  don't  
dr i nk because t hat  l ower s my r esi st ance. I  al ways use a r ubber  
t oo. I  never  k i ss any of  t hen because t hey al l  pl ay t he har moni ca. 
Even i f  t hey di dn't  I  s t i l l  woul dn't  k i ss any of  t hen. I  know 
one guy v.iio used t o of f er  t he gal s ext r a dough t o pl ay t he har -
moni ca. I f  she r ef used even t hen, he used t o ki ss her . But  
I  t hi nk t hat 's bad. You can oat  oh anyt hi ng. I  caught  t he 
cr .' bs about  t hr ee t i mes. I t  i t ches l i ke hel l . Yeah, I  bel i eve 
i n pl ayi ng saf e. I  go down t o sec a doct or  and get  a check up 
ever y s i x mont hs. That 's t he onl y way, t o pl ay saf e because syph 
con get  you wi t hout  you knowi ng anyt hi ng about  i t . Some guys ar e 
cr azy. They go f or  t he Fr ench ki sses and ever yt hi ng. They'r e 
goi ng t o end up i n a mor gue. 

Al l  of  us used t o hang ar ound t he houses i n San Fr anci sco. 
We used t o go see a gal  and spend t he ni ght  danci ng and opt i ng. 
V e used t o know one gal  t hat  was f r ee i n t he mor ni ng. We went  
over  about  seven or  ei ght  and her  mai d used t o wake her  up. We 
had br eakf ast  and t hen I  l ay her  f or  about  an hour . Then we 
at e l unch and beat  i t . Hel l , al l  t hat  f or  $1.50. I  don't  see 
why you have t o wor r y about  dat es. Those gal s ar e pr et t y ni ce 
ki d3 i ns i de. They'r e i n t he busi ness and i f  you'r e ni ce t o t hem, 
t hey'r e ni ce t o you. You j ust  have t o know how t o t ake car e of  
your sel f  t hat 's al l . 

Hel l , I  woul dn't  hol d i t  agai nst  a , al  i f  she wasn't  a v i r gi n. 
A gi r l  coul d make a mi st ake and s t i l l  be a swel l  k i d. Anybody 
makes mi st akes and t he guys who say t hat  a gi r l  i s wr ecked j ust  
because she di d i t  once ar e cr acked. I  don t  see what  t hey 
hi  vc t o be so damn nar r ow mi nded when theatre mi nds ar e f i l l ed 
wi t j j  di r t , l  know a l ot  of  { i r i s who Made mi st akes and t hey'r e 
j ust  as ni ce as t he ot her s. Some of  them ar e smar t er  f or  t he 
exper i ence, most  Xl i sei  ar e har d t o under st and. They'r e under -
handed and don't  do t hi ngs i n t he open. They won't  go t o a 
whor ehouse - nd t hey won't  be f r i endl y wi t h a gal , but  when t hey 
get  t hei  i n t he dar k t hey do t hei r  damndest  t o r ape t hem. I  
don't  under st and i t  at  al l . They r>ay l i p ser vi ce t o t i l  ki nds 
of  Chr i st i an v i r t ues , but  t hey don't  l i ve up t o them when nobody 
i 3 l ooki ng. 



\ cr Y) 

ear t  Mount ai n 
J un. 31, 1044 

Door  J oe: 

* ot her  i s wor r i ed s t i f f  on hear i n t he news of  your  

appl i cat i on to vol unt eer  i n t he ar i y . I l er  exper i ence i s t hat  a 

boy who vol unt eer ed or  went  t o t he ^my J apanese l angun e so o 1 

have been i nvar i abl y sent  t o t he f r ont  i n t he £ out h Pac i f i c upon 

cradui  t i on i n s i x mont hs or  so. t ome boys she knows pur posel y 

f ai l ed i n t he f i nal  exami nat i on i n or der  t o del ay the dat e of  

he ng sent  abr oad, - he al so hear d t he news of  a J a.anei  e boy at  

t  i e f r ont  who was sur r ounded by J  v. uner e sol di er s , had to r ai se 

¡and: t o our r en or . He was quest i oned whet her  he mug a dr af t ee 

or  a vol unt eer . As he answer ed he ./as t he l at t er , he as s ot  

on t he ¡3 i ot . 

J 'he want ed you t o w; i t  i nst ead of  vol unt eer i ng, an e 

dr af t ed -  nd er .onpe on account  of  phy i cal  def eat s of  o./ca bi d 

f i n ger s . . . . . 

Dad 
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Shi but ani  

I nci dent  

i'- arry end I  wal ked i nt o a or  al i  hash house i n I  "aywood t o 

eat  bef or e goi ng over  t o v i s i t  none f r i ends , As wo wal ked i nt o 

t he pl nec , ever yone who was eat i ng t her e st opped eat i ng and 

s t ar ai  at  on. Then wo sot  ot  t ho count er  t he nan we sat  nest  

t o  ̂ gave us a di r t y l ook rand got  sor© and l ef t . Tho wai t r ess 

was a bi t  hosi t ai xb about  ser vi ng us , but  came up -  i t h a sai l © 

and t ook our  or der . She was a bi t  ner vous oiid spi l l ed our  wat er . 

I. e wer e a bi t  uneasy because wo ¡',11017 t hat  nany aol di or n f r om 

Liaywood had boon k i l l ed or  capt ur od at  Bat aan. ¿*£tor  wo st ar t ed 

eat i ng one of  t ho wi  i t r eanos cone up t o us and asked us i f  we 

coul d r ood «Ti  panose. Bar r y sai d ho ni ght  bo abl e t o r ead and 

l i t t l e t  and sho pr oduced a post  car d from one of  t ho concent r a-

t i on camps i n t he Phi l i ppi nes . he want ed hi m t o r ead t he pr i nt ed 

mat er i al  on t her e« Bar r y concent r at ed f or  a whi l e and f t ar t ed 

r eadi ng. As ho st ar t ed r eadi ng, ovcr?rono i n t he nl neo OBOG agai n 

at ooned eat i ng and vjo wer e onoo agai n t ho cent er  of  at t ent i on, 

v. hen ho f i ni nfcod ovei /̂one cont i nued t o st ar o at  uo. Then Bar r y 

askod how t ho f ol l ow was get t i ng al ong and t he wai t r ess sai d she 

t hought  ¡10 was O.K . i n a f r i endl y manner . Bar r y them r a ar kod 

t hat  ho VJ TI;m*t  obl o t o r ead a l l  of  i t  because t he l anguage was 

di f f i cul t  and t hat  t ho «J apanese had st ol en t ho char act er s f r om 

t ho Chi nese. When t he gi r l  hear d t hi n she asked i f  t ho ol iar  0-

t or s wor e t ho sane An J ap' noa.o and Chi nese. Dar r y answer ed t hat  

t ho meani ng: of  t ho char  et er e wor e t he sane but  t hat  t he pr onun-

c i at i on wan di f f er ent . 5?his t hr ow nono doubt  i nt o t he ni ndo of  

t ho neon l e about  our  bni ng J apano- io or  Chi noso. Tho gi r l  apèl ogi sof i  

and t henkod us r of unol y and we l o f t . Bar r y Udn ' t  want  i i a desser t . 



F i el d Xiotes* F r eo Associ at i on 
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1 r aaedber  once v'hoi  I  vent  bo ; aor r  l ent o wi t h f i ve ot her  
f ol l ows t o pl oy basket bal l . Af t er  t he f r o one of  t he f ol l ows 
wont ed t o go t o J  st r eet  t o t he v.i ioro house» I  was t he onl y one 
who di dn't  vont  t o go so I  j b'eet od but  t her e wer o t oo neny of  
t han, 'They .par ked out  t her e i n t he mi ddl e of  t he pl ace and ,1 
was onl y t wo bl ocks f r om y mar r i ed s i s t er ' s hot el , I  dl dn t  
want  t o bo seen ar ound t her e so I  st ayed i n t he oar » The bojrçr  
went  up t o one hot el  and t hr ee f  thesâ cane down af t er  about  
a Hal f  hou». Two of  t hen st ayed® Then t hey cano af t er  r c but  
I  di dn't  want  t o no, Thoy wont  t o a second hot el , hvt  t hoy came 
down agai n. Onl y one f el l ow cerno af t er  me t hough, Ono f el l ow 
st ayed up t her e. By t hi n t i me I  wont ed t o go t he l avat or y, and 
I  di dn' t  want  t o iva I k over  t o my s l at er a because she woul d get  
suspi ci ous i f  she o aught  ne up about  f our  i n t he mor ni ng. Go 
Ï  wont  up wi t h t he t  o r uys t o g t hi r d pl ace, 1 wont  t o t he 
can end t hon t hey -  ado ne ni t  down wi t h t hon i n a r ecept i on r oom. 
Pr et t y soon one of  t ho gi r l s cerne out . She know one of  t he 
f ol l ows frort  i  t ockt on t i nea. She sofr  d d m on hi s l ap and he 
st ar t ed f ool i ng t ho ho 11 out  of  her . Tho ot her  guy l ooked at  
her  and sai d he di dn't , went  t o s t ay . They want ed t o heve samo 
f un BO t hoy t ol d her  t o oo¿ae af t er  no . I  got  so soar ed t hat  
I  r an i n a c l oset . 2 (l i oso she t hought  Î  was hopel ess and 
st opped chasi ng no . Tho ot her  t wo ¿tuyo f el t  t he hel l  out  of  
her  end t hen t hey : o f t . ' - ron TO got  out  one of  t ho f el l ows 
sai d he l i ked one of  t he r  i r i s i n t ho second pi ece t.nd eat  up, 
The ot î i or  f ol l ow and non *gr t  back t o t he c r  and wâi t od f or  
t he ot her  guys t o cor i e. IVe di dn't  get  t oad: t o t ockt on unt i l  
about  '7 i n t ho o mi ng . "he guy who i dn' t  go nt i l l  war- hot  so 
he vent  t o one of  t ho hounes i n ! + i ckt on. 

o used t o do t hat  ki nd of  t hi ng a l l  t he t i ne. X don't  t hi nk 
i t  we1» f ai r  t o t he vhor es because t hose guys used t o ( o ar ound t o 
got  f r ee f ool s and andwi dchoo. They never  spent  any money� 
one of  t han. They used t o bes car ed, Thoy t  went  home and 

d r ear ed about  i t . I t ' n a wonder  t he n i r i s di dn't  get  wi s© and 
t hr ow t hen out , hat  was a bod t hi ng rbou*' t ho J apanese bef or e 
t he war . That  was t oo bad. 



Fi fc&d Not es: Fr ee Associ at i on 
J anuar y 20. 1944 Ei mel  
Shi but ani  

Sako and X went  t o t he Skyl i ne dance on New Year s Eve, We 
shoul d have gone t o t he Hul l  House, I t  was a l ousy af f ai r . I  
i magi ne t hat  t her e must  havo been about  a hundr ed peopl e t hor e 
at  mi dni ght , hut  we l ef t  soon af t er  t hat » The or chest r a was 
s l i ght l y bi gger  t han t hr ee pi eces , but  i t  was r eal l y l ousy. At  
f i r s t  t her e wer e some l ocal  Chi cago peopl e t her e, but  t hey l ef t  
t oo. I n gener al  i t  was a l &usy dance. 

You shoul d have seen t he nor t hwest er n De- pot  t he ot her  day. 
Al l  t he Savage nen ar e of f  because i t s now vacat i on t i me bet ween 
semest er s. About  S00 of  us came down her e t o Chi cago t oget her . 
Vie had a car  t o our sel ves. Al l  of  t hese r or ar i ng Yajbbos descended 
on t he st at i on at  once. Sako sai d t her e wer e pl ent y of  Ni sei  
gi r l s wai t i ng at  t he st at i on t oo. The peopl e at  t he st at i on wer e 
amazed at  t he i nvasi on. I  over hear d one woman say, f 0h, l ook at  
al l  t hese cut e Chi nese sol di er s1' I  guess i f  somebody knew t hat  
t hey er e Yabbos t hey woul d have r un l i ke hel l . 

I 'm s t i l l  wor ki ng on t he yout h pl an down at  Des P l ai nes . I  
don't  know how t hi ngs wi l l  wor k out , but  I  t hi nk i t ' s wor t h a t r y. 
Our  pl an i s t o get  at  l east  a f ew Ni sei  accept ed as f ost er  chi Mr en 
i n some f ami l i es so t hat  t hey can get  educat ed as a par t  of  an 
Amer i can communi ty« Gene Kono and hi s wi f e ar e now f ost er  chi l -
dr en i n a pr omi nent  Des Pl ai nes f ami l y and t hey seem t o get t i ng 
al ong j ust  swel l . Nest  Fr i day we ar e goi ng t o have a meet i ng at  
t he combi ned Per k Ri dge and Des Pl ai nes hi gh school . The school  
has agr eed t o get  al l  t he mor ni ng cl asses i n c i v i cs , hi st or y, 
and soci al  sci ence t o meet  t oget her  t o l i s t en t o what  we have t o 
say. We'r e goi ng t o pass out  some mi meographed st uf f  bef or ehand 
so t hat  t hey won't  be compl et el y i gnor ant  of  what 's goi ng on. I  
i nt e&d to have so: e Savage boys down t her e i n uni f or m and maybe 
a f ew c i v i l i ans . \  e'r e pl anni ng a panel  di scussi on f or  t he k i ds . 
I  don't  know what  ef f ect  i t ' l l  have, but  I  t hi nk i t ' s wor t h a t r y 
si nce i t  mi ght  possi bl y open t he way f or  somethi ng good. Af t er  
we work on t he ki ds f or  a whi l e I 'm goi ng t o go t o wor k on t he 
Ki wani s Cl ub and see what  can be done t he©e. 

Savage i s a mad camp of  r o»ar i ng Yabbos. They'r e al l  mad 
as hel l . I  don't  bl ame them when we consi der  t he t r eat ment  t hat  
t hey have been get t i ng. Most  f el l ows up t her e have common sense 
and when some or der  comes t hr ough f or  good r eason t hey can t ake 
i t . But  what  we don't  l i ke i s t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on i s two - faced 
and have j ust  been maki ng t hi s t ough f or  us . When we went  i n we 
wer e pr omi sed a f our  day vacat i on ever y two mont hs, . 'hen t he f i r s t  
two months was up we wer e t ol d t hat  we coul dn't  l eave uikl ess we 
had a wr i t t en i nvi t at i on f r co someone t o v i s i t  t hem. A l ot  of  t he 
f el l ows ar e f r om Hawai i  and t hey di dn't  have t i me t o meet  peopl e 

who woul d gi ve them i nvi t at i on. I  got  a f ew, but  most  of  t he 
f el l ows st ayed i n camp. At  t he end of  t he next  t wo months f or  
some pecul i ar  r eason t hey t ol d us t hat  we coul dn't  t ake t i me o f f , 
but  t hat  we coul d t ake Thanksgi vi ng o f f . That  was r easonabl e 
enough, but  when Thanksgi vi ng came t hey t ol d us we coul dn't  go 
f ur t her  t han f i f t y mi l es . The r eason t hey gave was t hat  we woul d 
be t oo t i r ed t o wor k. That  r eal l y wr ecked t he mor al e i n c a p . 



I  don't  see why or der s l i ke t hat  ar e gi ven. Ther e's no r eason why 
t he f el l ows have t o be t r eat ed l i ke t hat . I t ' s bed enough wi t hout  
r anki ng t hi ngs wor se by br eaki ng pr omi ses l i ke t hat . 

Do you know J ohn Ai so? (L .A. Ni s ei , br i l l i an speaker , Br own 
Uni ver si t y debat or  and honor  st udent , empl oyed by Amer i can Tobacco 
Company i n I  anchur i a, now hi gh o f f i c i al  i n Savage) I  t hi nk he i s 
a l ow- down J ap. He's j ust  as t r eacher ous as t he t ypi cal  pi ct ur e 
peopl e have of  J aps. I  hear d t hat  he used t o gi ve some pro- J ap 
speeches i n L .A. Nov/ t hat  he's i n a r esponsi bl e posi t i on he's 
r eal l y t aki ng i t  out  on t he Ni s ei . I  t hi nk he's goSng t o be 
beat en up af t er  t he war . At  t he end of  t he semest er  al l  of  us 
wer e asked t o wr i t e our  comments about  our  cour se. A l ot  of  f el -
l ows wr ot e what  t hey t hought  of  Ai so. When t he st af f f  was r eadi ng 
t hem, Ai so wal ked i n and r ead a f ew. When he saw t hese r ef er ences 
t o hi msel f , he t ook t he sheet s away from t he st af f  and woul dn't  
l et  them l ook at  t hem. Then he went  t hr ough them al l  and pi cked 
out  a f ew par t i cul ar l y vi ol ent  ones and t ook them t o t he t op man. 
Be t r i ed t o got  t hen t r aced, but  t he commandant  r ef used t o do i t . 
Pie sai d t hat  t hey had pr omi sed t he f el l ows t hat  t hey coul d wr i t e 
what  t hey want ed, and he was goi ng t o st i ck t o i t . Then Ai so 
t r i ed t o t ake t he paper s t o t he i ndi vi dual  i nst r uct or s because 
t he t eacher s know t he handwr i t i ng of  t he pupi l s . The t op man 
agai n r ef used. But  Ai so i s t hat  ki nd of  a guy. Once we had a 
v i s i t or  who was speaki ng. The boys have t he habi t  of  f al l i ng 
asl eep no nat t er  .- ho i s speaki ng�Roosevel t  down t he t he l owest  
cr eat ur e. Ai so spot t ed J ohn Yohhi no and anot her  guy dr owsi ng 
of f  so he marched t hen r i ght  up t o t he st age. He i nt er r upt ed 
t he speech and t r i ed t o get  t hese guys t o st and at  at t ent i on. 
He's a c i v i l i an and he has t o aut hor i t y t o st and anybody at  
at t ent i on so t hese guys woul dn't  do i t . I  t hi nk i t  was pr et t y 
r ude of  Ai so but  he want ed t o make an exampl e of  t hese guys. 
Ai so i s al ways booed by t he f el l ows, but  af t er  t hat  t i me he i s 
t he most  uni ver sal l y hat ed guy up t her e. He's al ways t hi nki ng 
of  ways of  get t i ng even wi t h hi s enemi es. Then he does get  
somet hi ng over  on somebody, he goes around br aggi ng about  how 
he got  t hi s guy or  t hat  guy. I  t hi nk he's one of  t ho guys r es-
posi bl e f or  t he l ev/ mor al e. 

To show you how l ow t he mor al e i s , when t he f el l ows go 
t her e, t hey  ̂ ar e asked t o recommend peopl e t hey know who mi ght  
qual i f y f or  t he school . I  went  ar ound from bar raf i k t o bar r ack 
t o see what  t he r esponse was. I n most  bar r acks t he guys di dn't  
r ecom end anybody. I n ot her  bar r acks t hey recommended one or  
t wo. Tost  of  t he guys sai d t hat  t hey woul dn't  even recommend 
t hei r  wor st  enemi es because t hey di dn't  want  t o wi sh on them 
t he mi sf or t une of  havi ng t o come down her e. Al l  we hear  i s 
gr i pe af t er  gr i pe. 

Rumors about  Hi mel  spr eadi ng i n Chi cago: 
1. The r eason why ni mel  di dn't  get  a commi ssi on i s t hat  he i s t oo 

cl ose t o t he ni sei . 

2. The r eason why Hi mel  di dn't  get  a commi ssi on i s t hat  hi s r ecor d 
shows t oo l i ber al  a backgr ound. 



5. I i i mel  v/as ki cked out  of  t he Wavy because he mar r i ed a Ni sei  
gi r l . 

3. Hi mel  i s engaged t o a Ni sei  g i r l . 

5. i i i mel  and t he Ni sei  gi r l  have been mar r i ed f or  a year . 



F i el d Not es 
ShMut ani , 1/22/44 

I  went  over  t h t he WRA of f i ce at  10, but  Hel en Mi yoshi  wasn't  
t her e. I  deci ded t hat  she woul d pr obabl y be i n soon so t hat  I  may 

as wel l  wai t  f or  her . As I  was s i t t i ng t her e I  count ed 20 Ni sei  
i n t he wai t i ng room wai t i ng f or  i nt er vi ews. I  l ooked over  t he 
f i l e cabi net s and saw t hat  t her e wer e onl y two i nt er vi ewer s who 
wer e '.".orki ng. Mr s, I zumi  was chat t i ng ver y pl easant l y wi t h a 
coupl e of  ot her  V;RA empl oyees and t he gi r l s wer e s i t t i ng around 
f al k i ng t o each ot her . Thank god no one was r ead i n newspaper s. 

I  cot  t i r ed of  wai t i ng so 1 st r uck up a conver sat i on wi t h t he 
f el l ow who was si t t i ng, next  t o me. He had been wai t i ng f or  two 

hour s. I l i s name v/as Takat a and he sai d t hat  he was f r om St ockt on. 
He a a i d t hat  he was or i gi nal l y i n Gi l a and t hen went  out  f or  beet  
wor k i n I daho. He sai d he cane her e because he knew t her e was 
pl ent y of  Ni sei  her e: 

"Chi cago sur e has a l ot  of  soot . I  hear d i t  was di r t y but  
I  di dn't  t hi nk i t  war, t hi s bad. I  don't  mi nd i t  so much t hough. 
I  don't  know what  I 'm goi ng t o do r i ght  now. I  j ust  got  out  of  
hi gh school  bef or e evacuat i on and I 'm not  t r ai ned f or  any ki nd 
of  wor k except  f ar mi ng. We wer e pr omi sed a coupl e of  j obs her e 
but  when we got  her e 18c found out  t hat  a coupl e of  bel l ows got  
i n ahead of  us . So we wer e j ust  out  of  l uck . I  don't  know 
what 's t he mat t er  wi t h t he WRA. We woul d have come even wi t hout  
t he j obs, but  si nce t hey - r omi sed us we had somethi ng t o l ook 
fowar d t o . Now we j ust  don't  f eel  so hot . I 'm l i v i ng at  a 
pl ace t hey cal l  t he Congr ess Annex. Ther e must  be about  40 Ni sei  
l i vi ng; i n t hat  pl ace. God, a l ot  of  f el l ows l i ve t her e. I  
hear  t her e ar e a l ot  of  St ockt on f el l ows l i vi ng t oget her  down on 
t he sout hsi de.n 

I  v/ai ted unt i l  11 o'c l ock and s t i l l  no Hel en; so I  deci ded 
t o go home. When I  got  home I  found t hat  Tomi 's cousi n was vi s i -
t i ng. Dur i ng t he cour se of  t he conver sat i on I  f ound out  t hat  he 
was l i vi ng at  Congr ess Annex t oo. l ie sai d t hat  t her e wer e onl y 
about  25 f el l ows t her e, but  he f el t  t hat  t hat  was t oo many to be 
l i v i ng t oget her . -

" I  had a r upt ur ed appendi x two mont hs ago and I 'm r eal l y i n 
a hol e now. One of  t he f el l ows dr ove me t o a hospi t al  and he t ook 
me t o t he wr ong one, but  my stomach hur t  so much t hat  I  coul dn't  
£o t o t he one wher e t her e wer e a l ot  of  Ni sei  wor ki ng. I  di dn't  
have any i nsur ance or  a n y t h i n g so i t  r eal l y cost  me a l o t . I  
had t o sel l  my car  t he ot her  day. I  j ust  coul dn't  af f or d t o pay 
f or  t he l i cense any mor e. I 'm out  of  wor k now. I  v/as wor ki ng "as 
a shi ppi ng cl er k, but  t he work i s t oo bor esome. I 'M l i ke t hese 
ot her  J aps. I  wal ked out  i n two weeks. I  don't  know what  t o do, 
but  I  know I  don't  have t o wor r y about  pr oper t y or  anyt hi ng. We 
sol d ever yt hi ng and we wer e l ucky because t he curombos (Negr oos) 
ar e now t aki ng over  J apanese pl aces and I  don't  t hi nk t he pr i ces 
wi l l  be so hi gh af t er  t he war . * 


